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inconſequent z unleſlc it ſhould be (aid, that all, and only they that are Members in their 
own perſons, thould be ſaved, which were very [ad and Hetcrodox, | 
P:oof F. 

«. When they commit iniquity, they arc perſonal breakers of the Covenant ; theretore 
© they ate perſonal Members : che former is proved, Fer. 1x, 2, 10, Exth,16.59, 

Anſw, The Covenant thee ſpoken of is the moral Law, as the Text thewes, which any 
man- neyer in, or caſt our of the Church, may break, Deut. 27.26. GY. 3.10, We arc 
unwilling to enlarge theſe things , leſt we thould hinder other matters of weight , but we 
hs eſt ſomething totuther conſideratian. | | 

We hall conclude our Diſcourſe about this Propoſition with the words of the Presbyterian 
Miniſters, in their Book cntitled 4 Pet#i08 for Peace, wherein they lay down their judge» 
ment about the celcb:ation 1t the Sacrament of Baptiſm, FI | 

«© That a Miniſter ſhould not baptizc the Child of any thar is unbaptized himſelf , or 
&« of ſuch as donot comperencly underſtand the/Effencials of Chriſtianity ( wha it is to be 
662 Fam mom and the Efſenuals of Baptiſm, |nor ſuch as never fince they were baptized 

« did perſonally own their Baprtiſmal- Covenant! by a credible profeſſion of faich and obc- 
« Jdience reccived and approved, Had bur this 'or the like been penned without other ad- 
ditions , we perſwade our ſclyes that the whole Synod would have conſented to ic with= 
out ſtick, which hath coſt ſo many conflifts of tedious Diſpute, it might be granted. 

&« Again, Baptiſm is anholy Sacrament inftiruted by Chriſt, ini which a perſon pro- 
« teſling che Chriſtian Faich ( orvthe Intant of ſuch ) is baptized in water in the Name, 
& or in fignification and ſolemnization of the holy Covenant, in which as a penitent Be- 
© lieyer ( or the ſeed of ſuch ) he giveth up himſelf ( or is by rhe Parent given up ) to 
&« God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to believe in, loye, and fear the bleſſed Trinity a» 
« painſt the Fleſh, the Devil and the World, and that eſpecially oh the account of Re- 
« . nie, pe and is ſolemnly entred a viſible Member of Chriſt, and his Church, a Child 
<« of God, andan hcir of Heaven. This thoſe| Revercnd Miniſters. held forth before the 
ang « and it contains but the ſubſtance of what we have contended for, who arc Diſ- 
entors, 


Now followes the fixth Propoſition. 


Which being bottomed upon the fifth, expreſſed in the laſt Seſlion,and not allowed by us, 
we muſt needs diſſent from ir. | F "Ib 


The ſeventh Propofition is cautelouſly penned, and we need not largely to inſiſt on it; 
only we think thar all the care of the Churches and Members thereof muſt be, to look what 
Church chey hold Communion with : See Atis 2.40, Epbeſ. 5e 7, 11. 2 Chron.6.1 4,15,16, 
Hag.2.13,14. Rcv.18.4. Pſalmz6.s. | | 


Now our good God which hath made hitherto Salyation for Walls and Bulwarks to us, 
and hath led his people like Sheep by the hands of Moſes and Aaron , ſtill make his pcople 
Kedfaſt in one faith, and the order of the Goſpel ; and: Rill call rhe name of our Courts, 
and Churches, and Families, 7chovah Shammah. Amen | 


\ 


ERRATA: of, Fouls ofcaged in the Breſs. 


Aged. Line 40, for porweri reade potwire. P-3. |. perriult. for but this cauſe, yeode but this 
P:: Can/s. +4. logs for the printed Lartine verſe, reade z 

_- Non minor eft virtm, que! quarere ports teri. Ibid. 1. r5. for Camere 
Ceade coanere. Ibid. 1.25. for and would, reade and we would, p. 6. for the Hebrew word 


M k 35 an 


3 — ANTISTNODALIA Gs, 


inconſequent z unleſlc it ſhould be (aid, that all, and only they that are Members in their 
own perſons, thould be ſaved, which were very [ad and Hetcrodox, | 
P:oof F. 

«. When they commit iniquity, they arc perſonal breakers of the Covenant ; theretore 
© they ate perſonal Members : che former is proved, Fer. 1x, 2, 10, Exth,16.59, 

Anſw, The Covenant thee ſpoken of is the moral Law, as the Text thewes, which any 
man- neyer in, or caſt our of the Church, may break, Deut. 27.26. GY. 3.10, We arc 
unwilling to enlarge theſe things , leſt we thould hinder other matters of weight , but we 
hs eſt ſomething totuther conſideratian. | | 

We hall conclude our Diſcourſe about this Propoſition with the words of the Presbyterian 
Miniſters, in their Book cntitled 4 Pet#i08 for Peace, wherein they lay down their judge» 
ment about the celcb:ation 1t the Sacrament of Baptiſm, FI | 

«© That a Miniſter ſhould not baptizc the Child of any thar is unbaptized himſelf , or 
&« of ſuch as donot comperencly underſtand the/Effencials of Chriſtianity ( wha it is to be 
662 Fam mom and the Efſenuals of Baptiſm, |nor ſuch as never fince they were baptized 

« did perſonally own their Baprtiſmal- Covenant! by a credible profeſſion of faich and obc- 
« Jdience reccived and approved, Had bur this 'or the like been penned without other ad- 
ditions , we perſwade our ſclyes that the whole Synod would have conſented to ic with= 
out ſtick, which hath coſt ſo many conflifts of tedious Diſpute, it might be granted. 

&« Again, Baptiſm is anholy Sacrament inftiruted by Chriſt, ini which a perſon pro- 
« teſling che Chriſtian Faich ( orvthe Intant of ſuch ) is baptized in water in the Name, 
& or in fignification and ſolemnization of the holy Covenant, in which as a penitent Be- 
© lieyer ( or the ſeed of ſuch ) he giveth up himſelf ( or is by rhe Parent given up ) to 
&« God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to believe in, loye, and fear the bleſſed Trinity a» 
« painſt the Fleſh, the Devil and the World, and that eſpecially oh the account of Re- 
« . nie, pe and is ſolemnly entred a viſible Member of Chriſt, and his Church, a Child 
<« of God, andan hcir of Heaven. This thoſe| Revercnd Miniſters. held forth before the 
ang « and it contains but the ſubſtance of what we have contended for, who arc Diſ- 
entors, 


Now followes the fixth Propoſition. 


Which being bottomed upon the fifth, expreſſed in the laſt Seſlion,and not allowed by us, 
we muſt needs diſſent from ir. | F "Ib 


The ſeventh Propofition is cautelouſly penned, and we need not largely to inſiſt on it; 
only we think thar all the care of the Churches and Members thereof muſt be, to look what 
Church chey hold Communion with : See Atis 2.40, Epbeſ. 5e 7, 11. 2 Chron.6.1 4,15,16, 
Hag.2.13,14. Rcv.18.4. Pſalmz6.s. | | 


Now our good God which hath made hitherto Salyation for Walls and Bulwarks to us, 
and hath led his people like Sheep by the hands of Moſes and Aaron , ſtill make his pcople 
Kedfaſt in one faith, and the order of the Goſpel ; and: Rill call rhe name of our Courts, 
and Churches, and Families, 7chovah Shammah. Amen | 


\ 


ERRATA: of, Fouls ofcaged in the Breſs. 


Aged. Line 40, for porweri reade potwire. P-3. |. perriult. for but this cauſe, yeode but this 
P:: Can/s. +4. logs for the printed Lartine verſe, reade z 

_- Non minor eft virtm, que! quarere ports teri. Ibid. 1. r5. for Camere 
Ceade coanere. Ibid. 1.25. for and would, reade and we would, p. 6. for the Hebrew word 


M k 35 an 


OM moon 
ANOTHER ESSAY. 


y For Inveſtigation of the Truth, 


IN ANSWER 


\ TO TWwe 
QUESTFAENRS: 

I. THE SUBfECT of BAPTISM, 

Il. THE CONSOCI ATION of CHE RCHPS. 
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Concerning 


By JOHN DAVENPORT B. of D, and Paltur 
of the Church of Comme at Nen-Hatn, in 


| 
L 
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Matth.17.5, Thu #s my Beloved Son : D170, : 
2 Cor. 138. We can to nothirg (ig unjt the Try;h 3 Fur for "e Truth, 
r [| hell.5.21. Frove al things - Ool4 j<jt that maui bs go 


— —  — _—— —— 


Tertud. de Vet. F irge 

. Veritati nemo przicribere po!eit ; non ipatium temporum, non Patrocinſum Perto 
narum, non Privilegtum Regionum ex his enim ftere Contuctudeo fnaium, ab 
aliqua ignorant ia vel tinplicitate, tortita, in utur, per ſucceſſinnen, cor! Es 
rur, X ita advertus veritatem vindicatur. Sed Dominus nofter Chr ft: s Fever 
term le,non contuetudinem, Ce pnominay! t. Si femper Chriſtus & prr oOmn! "a 

xque verita- fempiterna & antiqua reseſt. Viderint ergo quibus novu:n eſt, quoi 
fabi verus eſt 
Cypr. C ecilio. EF pijtcla. 

Si ſolus Chriſtus audiendus eft; nog debemvs attendere quid aliquisarte res ficien- 
dum putaverit, ſed quid, qui ante onines eſt, Chritus Prior feccrit, & facie dum 
preceperit. 

Tiem t ceteri in Concil. Carihig. Stephano. 

Scimus quoſdam quod ſrmel in:biberint nolle depenere nec propofitum ſuum [cite 
mutare, ſod laly> inter C }Uegas pac's, & concordie vinculo, out da pro ris que 
apud te (errel firt t furpat- ,retincre. (21 i4inre recnos cu” q1217) tc rm us aut |: 
gm damus,cum habeat in Eclefig ad 1 jontratiore veoluntat ts Gy r arbitzium lie 
rum uni Juiique Vrepoytus ritionem aftus 1: 1DoT1i9o redditur us, 

Aun.icus So.rates, a1 icus I lato, may is amica I ir itas. 


CT 
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' Non ealem (entire bono! de rebut ſem 
Tn:cium: | uit fjerrger anict; 4 
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| 4 fl was an Ol ſervation (or an {n{firatien rather) if þ !; 


bs a Brigh:man':, That ſome fairhf lon's in a Wilde. - 


neſs ſhould have the moſt clear Diſcoveries of tl c 
: Abominations of the Man of Sin: which Prophetich 
paſſige of that Reverer.d and Learned Writer, ſome have applied ung 
thoſe worthy Conf. ſors in New-England, who forſook ther Count, y 
and Father; houſes, an4left a pleaſant Land, farre dearer to them then 
their lives, for the Teſtimony of Jeſus; ' and upon no other accounty 
but onely that {0 they ” wh! ſee the Lordin his SanQuary, and Wors 
ſhip him whom their Souls love, in the Beauties of Hol:neſs; 
where indeed they have ſten k;m walking in the midſt of bis golden 
Candleſticks. So much the thore ſad ut us to conſider, that there ji.vuid 
be any 'Declenſions ay Contentions amongFt a People for whom the Lord 
hath done ſuch wondrous thmgs, We hope that none will be ſo mus 
rioxa and unreaſonable, as to impute it unto any defett m the Way (eten 
The good Old Congregational-Way) of Government, .which theſe 
Churbes bave huherto Profeſſed, that there jhauld ſuch Differences 
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ut jadoement ariſe about tkin?s of aleſſer moment, Do we not know, 


that eyen in the Churches Ylanted by the Apoſtles themſelves, there 
a7c{e no {mall diſſcation Þ e4@#s 1 F« 2. Yea, that there was a 
* Paroxyſm berween 2 Paul ani a Barnabas > Lei Rome glory wn her 
Peace againſt all Reformed Churches, fhall we therefore think that 


* 


"ES By 
£Yerera 


-_ 


all our Foundations are out of courſe? Tre ir ts, our hearts canno: *£29;UTHIS 
b.it mourn and bleed, that ever it ſhouta be told in Gath, or Pu bliſhed At.Y:39. 


in the ſtreets of Askelon, hat there are any different Appreherfions 
amongit ws: And mn that reſpett we conld gladly hate forbo'n they, 


Ovinionum vas 


Public tion of the enſumg Eſſay. T#h> when wy remember, that bt Va- Fie: #8 7:7 071Nan < 
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riety of Judgements may ſtand with Unity of \ff-Qions, md tha: /: 
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An Apologetical Preface 
a _—— fit ſcintilla yeritatis ; and, ch; © He that pdgeth a Cauſe h« fore 


4:4 :"c:4.e- he hath beard both parties ſpe: king, alcbough he ſhould j1dpe 


gun 1 ( E* j41/hs 


& «x /1,4 Tightly, is not & righteous Judge , We are willing tht the World 


-/' writ. ſhould ſee what 15 hrie preſenied, bs: eſpecially, being per/ſwa ea tak 
«lbs [ 14g» ; 


4 


tc Honour of God, and of his Truth, require thes 4 4 dwiy at 
. eur hands, Ie aur ſt not hinder what zs kere mWmtan ed frum Ccm:ng 
8110 light, |: ft we ſlouldunt day have u 111d into on! Ch. ge, thai we 
did withhold che Truth in unrighteoufneſs, e41d, m very deed, 
our Opinion of whu is here by the Reverend Authir aſſorted, ts ſuch, 
as that wr dy believe u will teud to our rejoycing in the day of the 
Lord Jeſus, 1h.u ever we were made 1ſt; umeutal 10 bring the Truth 
ano publick view, whereby the World mght fart the better for it. We 
are to follow Peace, but not with the los of Truth : Bur when Truth 
m iy be diſcovered wihour any hayaid unto Peace, and oneneſs of 
 AﬀeQtion, (4 we hope the caſe is [0 mm the publication of this Elaberate 
Eſſay) we jh:#1d be very mjuriows mdeed, if we d:d not what in 1s lay 
to forward tt, Aforeorer, what ts here held farth,ought to be regard= 
ed upon more accounts thn one, Salvian Lts 'Ntſervatien ts too ofren 
F Sa js fo und fTME, that Men in reading Bcoks look more at «© Os, then 
Ls £14 ſcripſn 3 who hath written, then what le hath written, If 
we reſpect ether of theſi,, the following D:ſcourſe may be commended ts 


the Reader : The Author is a\Commendation of the thing Written; . 


andthe thing Written is a Commendation of the Author. 4s for 
the Author, His Praiſe is in the Goſpel throughout all the Chur- 
ches ; and mdced, His Works praiſe him in the Gates. 1ll' did 
$ Devernrortne, AT . Cotton ere ths Teſtimony Concerning hw, thai He isa f Man 
#abcio, 1177, mighty in Fudgement, and Learning, and Singular PruJence. 


PPE, f 9 


Fr: nt:4peltet- Ai: we d mwyt not but thoſe that l,ve and hanour him farre leſs then we 
Cortt-1n. fre af- | 


Apol ad Sort m. 4% yet will ſay, that He is one of a thouſand. Jt rs mdecd an evil 
Rep, Apollon. aner the Sun, to have men's perſons in admiration, /o as ts take 

| * » 92S S : : 
any MN S QUTOS E P11 for A acmunſtration c et there ai'e ſome 7 f= . 

tins wich are the > ove to be reſpetted, becanſe of the WWritcy, Logi- 

C'ans ln: w,that Teſtimonies areto be more orleſs valued, accord- 

irs to theperſon Teſtifying. Ard truly, if there be uiny man a= 

10 ist us, whoſe words asf Tot regaraimg for bes ſake that ſpeaks 

ther, thn [o dothe words of irs ludicing', Learned, and Holy man, 


Emritermare,:f weconſiacr the I hivg written, it cas for due reSfctt - 


and 


. ſaid un's that bleſſed e Martyr John Huſſe, * That he ſhould };, 


to the Reader, 


| an4reverences At that for-ever f.mons Dr. + Ames {aid ofthe woof 3 -4 Arel. 


We are not amongſt the number of thoſe who can adde any 
thing by our Te(tizzony, unto the cltcem of what 1+ here main- 


tained. Newver:beleſs, baying diligently pred ihus Eſſay, we boid. 
ut our dity 10 declire wnto the Worls, That we fully concurre (as to. 


the Summe and Subſtance thereof) with what is here-maintained 
and managed with preat Wiſdome and Piety, and. irre frapable 
Strength and Solidity. We jt all ſay no more 10 Apologize for our 
Publiſhng of this Reply : But hana thu opportunity of tþ:aking 
wnto the World, we deem ut meet to adde ſomething, 1n the behalf of 
thoſe who went under the Notion of Diſlenting Brechren, un the {urs 
Synod held at Boſton, We perceive, that there are maty things 
O_jecled agamſt them; and therefore, that ſo their Carvſe may vob 
thereby be prejudiced, 46 andful that ſomething ſI'ould be ſaid for 
toe removal thererfs 2 

Firſt, it ts Objetted, That there were but a few in con: pariſon, 
who Diſlented from the major part of the Aﬀembly, 

Anſw.. Suppoſe were ſo; 1s Truth bound up ro Nun ber d 
Jt was, mdeed, a ſore Temptation to Luther, when it was Objcled 


to him, Tune lolus ſapis? Is there never a wiſe man m the world . 


but you? It may be tbe ſame thing hath been as great a Temptation 
to ſome of #1. In the Council of Conſtance, one of the, Prelires 


never ſhew himſelf ſo Arrogant; as to preferre his own Opi- 
nion above the Judgement of the whole Council, Ter the whele 
Gunnmcil (: 'bongh i: were an Unwerſal Conncil) erred, and thts ene good 
man held the Truth againſt ſo many, Which we do net meniz2n, as 
though we would prefer our own fudgements above athers ; ſuch a, 
thought we abhor. Neuher us it in our intention”, any wayes to "= 
pon thoſe Honored and Reverend Perſons from whom: we Diſſented ; 

nay, we look upon them as far better then our ſelves : only by this 11 - 
ſtance grven, we may ſee, that in a Council (nay, an Oecomenical 
Council) a few (ray one) may ai{ent from all the reſt, ng yer nenher 
I>norance nor Arrogance (bur Truth and Conſcience) / be the Cr und 
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an Tor” *fotn 
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of =. £*3-e Nicen Council there was but one * Paphnutius, w-o Op= 21 


" Þ;ifed all therefl oh 1h; Synod,that h 1d concluded upon 4 groſs Ervin 
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87 [eY9. 
tif { C. 
Scho aſtically- - Learned Dr. T wiſle, ſo may we much more |, that c ooirs Are, 
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An Apologetical Preface 
k Wir. Tho: 6-14 And if we look.i8100ur own Nation, there were but Fire * Diffent- 


wy, Mir. Wc, 
Mr Sym v611,\ 
Bur) ® 5 & 
#r:.46, 


- bly was wor ſo Numerous ai that, yet there were more then Five twice 

Told, bo could not ſee ſufficcent Rca4ſon to apprehend a others aid, 

£And hat we are not ſungular m our apprehenſions about theſe matters 

- of Controverlie now mn agitation, appears from theſe following Wit= 

—_ : | brag kD nejſes. Blejjed Mr, Cotton hath theſe very words : | Infants canner 

nts Prodo< claim right to Baptiſm, but in the right of one of their Parents oc 

of the Sunrduary, 

pag. oe. ' Lords Supper, there their Infants cannot claim right to Baptiſm, 

That Learned man, and. R:nowned Sufferer for Chriſt under thoſe 

Bloody Fathers («s they would needs be ſtyiea) the Prelates, even 

m Burton vil. Are Burton, writes afier this manner : " Tt 6 not now under the 
of Inlepenrdent. - j : 

Churches, p.52, Goſpel, as it was from Abrahamunto Chrilt, The Covenant was 

| made with Abraham and his ſeed, ſo as by virime hereof all the 

Male-infants of believing Abraham -were and ought to be Cir- 

Cumciſed: But now, undec the Goſpel, thole onely are accounted 

' Abrahams feed, who profeſs the Faith of Abraham ; lo as that 

the Covenant is Entailed onely to Believers now, and ſo to their 

- children, -t{-2.39, If then'the Parents refuſe Chriſt, they cut 


themſelves off from the Covenant, and therewith. cut off their 


childrens And Ar. Beyetly ( i /ate tngenious Wrue: ) tfeaking the. 
judgement of the Conpregational-men « England, as f.rre as he 


n Beverly 2g1in't pg enowledge tbereof, hath ſuch paſſages 4s theſe: " Let me beſeech 
5c ty ©'73. my Presbyterian Brethren to conſider, what ſad advantage you 
Sive to bold Intrenchments upon the Lords Supper, by your too 
looſe Adminiſtring Baptiſm ; me-thinks you do but contradict 
our ſelves, when you fulpend from one Ordinance Signal, and yer 
allow the other Ordinance of Baptiſm, which is as Signal, &c. 
Nor was there ever any ſuch mlargement of Baptiſm, as hee pleads 
ed for, pratliſed im any gathered Churches England, hat ever we 
knew, vr could hear of | = 

Secondly, it s Objefted, That we deny all Church-memberſhip 

Gato Infants, which is a Principle of Anabaptiſm. 
Analw. 41r, Rutherfurd 1» 4w Reply ro 44r, Hooker, clargetr 
Ez #2198 


ic ing Brethren woo mamtaimed the Truth (44 we cannot but be pers 
r, , . 

{wadeu) about Church-Geyernment,  ayamſt Seventy perſons, who 
' qpere aiſo wo $ry of Reſpctt and Honour, Nw though var Aſt: m- 


both : where neither of the Parents cannot claim 1ight to. the 


% 
(EPs. + ' "IE. ans 
ed * COTA, 


, to the Reader, 
kim with Principles of Anabaptiſm; yer Afr. Hooker war never 
garty of any ſuch Opimon's S0 are we charged with laying Corner« 


| ones of Anabaptilm ; bur 1/145 is imjuer won fly lard wnto tr Charge * 


Jet let us not for fear of Anabaptiſm, do worſr, even Defile our 
elves with Antichriftianifiv. we are willmg 10 profeſ', that we 
look upon 1t aSgreat a tin to baptize all Children, {for 1hat us =o leſ 
then © a violating of God, as Jerome Fpcuk} as to baptize ny " 14m Fore 
Children; rhouyh bath Op:mons, we thuk, are ſinful, Nember cu pc coday- frat . 
we pleaa Guilty un'0 1hat Charge, That we deny all Church-mem- 08 SO 
berſhip unto any Infants ; we oncly dery that they ace perſonal and 

immediate Members. AUndeed, as perſonal Memberſhip i raken 
ſubjeftively, /o we ſay it i im [nfants, i.e. ther pe: ſons are RE- 

cipients of tbe: Adjun& of (hurch-menrber ſhip : But. as pertonal 
Memberſhip 4 :ken formally, i.e. for ſuch as have by themſelves 

nm their own. perſons entred into Covenant with God and hs People, fo 

Jr f.ns are nat capable of perſonal Church-memberſhip. 1's 
ſtrange to us to concerve, that they ſhould have thu perſonal formal 
Memberſhip, awd yet that they ſhould not be ſubjetts capatle of fore 

ral perſonal Cenfures, We neither do, nor ever did deny, T bat' 

the perſons of Infants of Believing Confederage Parents are 


Pa 


\ © brought under the Covenant ; mnely we concerve, that their Member- 


{hip is £ Conjun&t with, and Dependent npon the Mcmber (hip and Flo _— - 
Coyenant of their Parents, (0 as to live and die therewith, Hence v.rend Auttor 
A1r, Cotton hath theſe words ; 4The Memberſhip of Children ao oo db. Hi 
(1 mean Infants) is founded in the Faith and Profeifion of their /"e/: Ch 
Parents. Fence the Childers Member ſhip may contmue after the Þa- 220/46 ihe 
rents deceaſe, becauſe his Parents Farh and Covenant may live, though 

himſelf be dead; as 11s ſaid, Abel being dead, yet ſpeaketh, So 

tht Covenant, and Faith, and Prayers of a godly man, who 1s dead, 

yet lives Hence alſo, when the Parents are Excommunicated , the 
Memberſhip of the Infant-childe 15 cut off, becauſe Excommunica- 

tion puts an end to the Outward Covenant, (which Death it ſelf 

dotb not do; ) and if the Root te deſtroyed, the Branches cantot 

lives. True ts, that wr hare made much nſe of that diſtinftun of 

Immediate, and Mediate Members, which ſeems, to w, 10 carry 4 


mighty and conſtr amng Evidence of Scripture-light along with tt, yea, 


, #4 fo as to (@ve (if rightly underſtood and managed) the ſtrongeſt 


| Otye 6l10ng 


An Apologetical Prefice 
' '0tj.A.ons that are brought ag.umſt the Cauſe ava Truth we plead fors 
end let ut be confulcired, thai Church-niembers bave been commonly 
i{t:ngarſhed mio Compleat, and Incompleat : And Authors who 
have been Stars of the tilt Magnitude, if ever there have been 
ſuch upon Earth, hate made wſetherevf, We might mſt.nce im that | 
Incomparable Champion for the Truth, and for the Non-Con- 
e Perighde Pole formults , againſt Prelacy,| Mr. Robert * Packer: ſo lkew/ſe 
{4m} 21-1. {| Ames, Voetius, © Hornbeck, Dr, * Winter, Afr. * Hanmer, 
pg [1 ©:32* 65, mate wſe of the ſame diſlinition + and the D.fſenters have 
eH.riwet Foot. rowed it mm their Antiſynodalia, | | 
oF apy we: 4 Thirdly, ut vs Otyjetted agamſt us, That we maintain a ſtrange 
rt ng by a " Opinion, namely, That a-perſon whois a Church-member, ray 
— Mr. 11:4, become no Member, by an att (or a defect rather, which may be 
ory Oo. called an a, as Sins of Omitfion ars termed Actual Sins) of 
_ Fojlicr. »:cvud bis own, Without any Church-aR in Cenluring of him. 
Ng Anſw. «Alot truc it 1s, that we d) Maintain this, and muſt as 
ſo, tull we ſee the contrary proved. Nether ds we know that this 
Opinion cons any thing wn it dijſentany from Scripture or good 
R jon : Nor ſee we how ſome Arguments for the Affirmatroe can 
fairly be a*ſwered, Suppoſe we an Engliſh Fugitive [<4 25 become 
a Prict iu Antwerp, or a Cardinal a: Rome: Or ſuppoſe we 4 
Turk who 55.1 Englith-man | by lirth ; thts TurK was baptized A 
\ Mcmber »f ſome Pariſh-Church (1/4 theſe that we d:Fpute againſt 
muintuwun to letrne Churches. avid we are farre from denymg of :t 
wmves ſly) and be was never Ccn{ured by «ny Church for hes Apo= 
ſtacy: nw we drm:nd, Whetl er this Turk be a Mer ber of the 
* Church of Chriſt yea or no? ſos «/ſi-14 1: 1w2%/a be groſs z To ſay that 
Turks ace Members of the Church'of Chriſt, zs .n rrath ro Feak, 
Da-g-s, 3iWVicnthe Arch-Flamin W bitgifc /419, 1hai Papiſts and 
Albritts might £1] remain Men:bers ot | the vitible Church : 
x DeÞ! 5 % Ms Parker > ret(s ir, 1 hat even a Yo[t4u; would condemn hims - | 
- py | 41 Ant irs 1a nw Doctrine mm its Schorls, ta fav, toe Y An Heietical 
c iche-paic i. ſ.l, Afoltite 1Snv0 mare A Mcmber of the Church of Chriſt, then 4 
Wound, a Soc, or a Brand, is a mea ber of a man ; wh:ch nme 
Cite! ApihCs 44 6) THY of 11:5 none Can dunubs ot, that i mediocriter. 
doQus » Sebrlifs, | Drvmuty.s Ther: fore we corolude, that Church. 
members may become no Members by tieir own En. 
| | | A: 


to the Reader, | 
And we humbly conceive (though wah ſubmiſſion, '«s ft, to bettey 
jedgements) That thus mach « beld forth by theſe Scriptures, Heber, 

10.2J. 1)Joh.2 19. Jude yer. 19. Agam, how came Eluu ts 

Ie by Memberſhip? We reade nor that he was Excommunicate : 

Therefore it remains, that he diſ-Covenanted, and ſo diſ-Membered 
himſelf. And how cam: the C:uldren of Abrabam 6 Keturab is 
loſe their Memberſhip? 5: was nor by Cenſure, In like ſorr, when 
perſons under tte Goſpel, do nor come up to the terms of the Coe 
yenant, !o ſhew themſelves to be Abrahams (bildrew, by boldung forth 
bis Faith, 4nd walking before the Lord in famplicity and godly 
fincerity, we ſwppoſe that they are juſily deemed Breakers of the 
Coyenant, and have juſtly put themſctues out of that Covenant 
which their Parents (becauſe of thery then perſonal Incapacity ts 
all for themſelves) made for them, Alas ! that any ſhould look_. 
pon #4 4 Maintaining dangerous Opinions, becawſe of thu ! 
Wherefore, that all may know, that there is neither Danger nor Sin- 

atity in this ovr eAſertion, That a Church-member may poſ- 

bly become no Member, without any a& of the Church in 
formal Cenſuring of him, give «s leave ro produce ſome Tefſti- : 
monies to proyeite fudicions and bleſſed Dr. Ames * ſaub, That SEG, 8 —_e 
in Caſe of pertinacious Separation, luch perſons, though they Quata.Th.s. _ 


' may be of the inviſible, yet chey are not to be accounted Mem- 


bers of the viſible Church : Which words of the Learned Dottors 


| do make the wore for our purpeſe, for that they are Cited and Ap- 


proved of by The * Anſwer to the XXXII, Queſtions. Owr Con- « Anie.to quay, 
tional > Brethren i» England, do with owe woyce ſay, That 7:cfice to the 

ome Church-members may be felares de ſe, ſuch as may deſtroy 2?*c ore ag 
their own Memberſhip. Tea, and this was once [ound Deftrine it ot the Savey. * 
New-England, Bl-jſed Mr. Cotton (whoſe Name « and will be 
preci2ns, ſo long 44 the Earth ſhall endur,) maintains it for «a Trath, — Way of Chute 
That © many in Churches have cut themſelyes off, «Another * © 
Teſtimony which we would produce, i,;hem Dilcourſe of the £S*<Preface te 
Charch:Coyenant, (of which the Reverend Ar. 4 Richard Mather 21 Quettions. 
was the ſole Anthor) and the words are theſe followmg : © That i 099g 
men had not promiſed, and alſo performed in ſome meaſure of 92*ts, Printed 
rruth, the duties of Faith and Obedience unto God, they bad —_—_ 
not taken bold of the Covenant, but bad DISCOFENANTED 

® 
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| An Apologetical Preface 
THE SELVES, notwithſtanding all the Promiſes of God 
unto their Fathers or others. | Thus though God prom.fed A- 
braham to be a God unto him and his ſeed, in their generations, 
Gen. 17. 7. yet the lſhmaelies and Elomue) deſcending from 
Abraham, were dilcoycnanted, by not promiſing nor perform 
ing thoſe duties of Faith and Obedience, which God required 
oa the peoples part. eAud 1he ſame Truth « beld forth Ly the 
ſame Author, 51 The Anſwer to the XXX! Oueſt ons bef' re- 
mentioned, This 1s -he main thing wh-/em we Diſſent from the ra- 
jor part of the Synod. Now, if thu were Fruth im the 2 ear 
"m 1639. (as u then had the Approbation of the Elders hereabout:) 
: S:= w. ſee no reaſon why it ſhauld nu be Truth »n the Tear 1662, For, 
Veritas in omnem pattem ſui ſemper eadem eſt, Euhey this was 

a M:ſtake then, or el/e 11 85 4 Fruth at this diys Here let us adde 

the words of Ir, Cotton, in his Excellent Treatiſe of The Ho- 

Are q hp cart linefſs of Church-members, which are theſe following : f Such as 
ler: p-15. are Born and Baptized Members of the Church, are not orderly 
4s Continued and Confirmed| Members, unleſs when they grow up 
to years, they do, before the Lord and his People, profeſs their 

Repentance and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, To ſy no more of thas ; 

Renowned Paiker, ſpeaking of the Interpretation of thoſe words 

[Layingon of Hands) » Heb.6.2. cites many judicions Writers, 

> porter. te I, whoſe judgements he expreſſerl, mn words to this purpeſe : 5 That 

+ 4; 11-0 * they who were baptized in their minority, when they are grown 
- 7 1m, $6.49. up, after that the Church bad approved their Faith by the 
Y.i 3. Symbol of Impofition of Hands, they were admitted Mems 
bers of the Charch. This was according to ſound Doctrine in 

=—_ | the Primitive times ( as Parker fauh,) Now we demand, How 

| Ls wen can be admitted as Members, who are already as compleat aud 


ad ad ke ted » of : 
Eng pofar per fed « WVeembers as any in the Churco ? But the ancient Duftr ing 


\ Terinfiazwe W4, (* Antiquiſſimum upiſſimum) T hat Children wbo were ba- 
faProvee: "prized in their minority, atter they ſhall come to profels their 
Faith, ſo as to be accepted of the Church, may be admitted as 

Members. Ther: {116, ccording to the ancient D.ttr me, Sychchil- 

dren are not as compleat and perfe& Members as any in the 

Church. Te, therefore it follows,: That when they are Adult, uw 
caſa they do naty, by holaing forth Faith and Repemance, joyn wnto 
tis 


. a5 if it were written with the Beams of the Sun, /:: .. Fur 


to the Reader, 
the Charch, thar then they conot retanr their Flembe ſhix whic/ they 
had in mmo1'y. | > | | | 
Powrh's, u bub bern Ol, 7d, That we will not ſuffer Chil 
dren to come und. thc Watch and Care of the Church, | 
Anſw., IVe are ſv farre from be:ng of tht Op.nion, a: thi we 
werily fear there 1s pre.ct 0n:lt lies upon the Churches, « «.nfe (he 
Live neglected their aut y row.irds the Children in queſt! Wn. Hu 
as clear 10 #544 the Light at Noon, or ('9 «fe Tertullians y, r. /:) 


Care (even Chtrch-care) 4nd Ir.iÞcchion ts due, over th Children 

thar are Born within the Gatcs of Zion, H. ppy » git 1 be for 

6 all, if the rſſwe cf theſe troubleſcme Controverſics mph! be 

onely to awaken Churches to ſtricter Watch and Diligence, 

in Overſccing tboſe Children that are in minority : One!y we cor.- 

cervey that the Watch over them is to be Mediate, «4ccoraing 19 rhe 
ſlate of their Memberſhip. The Charcb us 10 ſee that the Parents 

do their duty toward their Children, mn bringing them up In che 

Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, ' And if when they 1 er 4n 
ſhall be adult, they do not bring forth fruits of Repentance and gi; fl 
Faith, then (as the Fig-tree which did not bear fruit, was to be /- an 
cut down,) the Church is to diſown them, as having no pare ma, : 
the Lord, andto declare, that they by their unbelicf have D:ſ- 
covenanted theniſelyes, But we. ſee not ſufficient warrant from jhe” 
Word of God, to proceed to a formal Excommunication of the: 
Children in queſtion, becauſe that i applicable unto noe but thoſe” 
who have been mm full Communion. Now if 1h z5 be all that 55 ſtriven 
after, That Church-children migbt be brought under Church- 
watch, why // -/d the Contentions of Bretbrep be like tbe bars 
of a Caſtle, that cannot yield? _ ES. 

Laſily, it hath been Ovjetied, That the reaſon of OUT Diſſent- 

ing from the major part of the. Synod, was Weakneſs and Teno- 
rance, and meer Wilfulneſs, in that we could bring no Arguments, 
bur what were ſufficiently refuted, . - CR 

' Arlw., The very ſame thing hath been ſaid of thoſe Weirihy 
Champron/, who ſtood up for the Congregaticnal-Way, in opp o= (See chef worth 
faion tothe Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, that * Their Arguments were _ fg rs 6s 
weak and ridiculons, and bad bcen Confuted , and ſufficiently 4+ ' 57.4 # 


1.21, 
« 3 anſwered ; © © 


pM 
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anſwered , and that themſelves were S:If-conceited, and Obſti- 
nate. But theſe Criminations were wnworthy Calumniations, Je 
w4as 4 common Reproach caſt upon the Chriſtians of old, That they 
were all weak and unlearned men : which made [erome write that 
Book De viris Illuftribus. So Stapleton makes no bones to call 
Whitaker, An Aſle, and A Fool. And the ſume biſling of tle 
Serpent have we ſeen un the Prelates agaimſ/i} the Renowned Non- 
Conformiſts. But, we ſuppoſe, their ſaying ſo, did not prove u was 
ſo. Never:heleſr, we are content 10 accept of the Charge, when 
we are charged wh Weakneſs and Folly: Let x bc fools for 
Chrifts ſake, or for his Truth ; Zer «s fall, ſo rhe Truth may riſe; 
lt »s fit inthe duſt, /o chat Truth may fit in the Throne, Ie de» 
ſerve not to be otherwiſe efleemed, then. a4 Weaknels and Igno- 
rance it ſelf : Ter let x44 not be reputed Obſtinate, and ſuch as are 
ard will be blinde, becauſe 'we dare not betray the Truth, and fin 
apainſt our Conſciences. For, our weightieſt Reaſons never were 
 Anlwered unto any tolerable ſa! 15fattion, even to this days If it 
; be demanded here, What oor Reaſons were, why we accorded 
not with the major part of the Synod? We ſhall by the help of 
Chrifl , and m the fear of ( od, declare what our chief Reaſons 
were, which. cauſed our Diſſent ; which when they are Anſwered, 
we ſhall lay down our Opinion, 45 knowing that u i; Nullus pudor 
ad metiora tranfire. 

1. The Synod did acknowledge, That there ought to be tive 
ſaving Faith in the Parent, according to the judgement of ratio- 
nal cbarity,or elſe the childe ought not to be baptized. We inireated, 
 _andurged again & againythat this, which they themſelves acknowledged 
w.15 4 Principle of Trath,might be fet down for a Concluſion, and. 
then we ſhould all agree. Bur thoſe Reverend Perſons ag aint? 
whom we placidly difputed, world not conſent to this , though our 
Unity lay at the Stake for it. | 

2. Wehaye not Warrant in all the Scripture, to apply the 
Seal of Baptifm unto thoſe Children, whoſe Parents are in a 


Kate gf unfitneſ for the Lords Supper, The, Atﬀts 2. 41. 
who Wert: Baptized, continued breaking Bread a/ , ver.q2. 


"Tus granted , That thoſe Children were Circumciſed amongit the 


but 


- 
_— ——— 
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{eas whoſe Parents were for 4 time debarred from the Paſſeover,. 


to the Reader. 
but that was onely wpon accident of Cerzmonial Uncleannels, which 

alters not the caſe; for, Unleſs the faher were in a ſtate of fit- 

veſs for the Paſſcover, he was not fit to kave his childe circum- 

Ciled, The like may be ſaid concerning thi Goſpel-Paſſeorer, and 

the Goſpel-Circumc;ſion. Neuher do we reade, that m the Pi 1t- 

mite nmes Baptiſm was of a greater latutnde, as 10 the Subjet | 
thereof, then the Lords Supper : but the contrarys The | Catecbu- bens 


F ap' jler wan 


meni were. wot to be BaptiJed , beſore they were fit for the Lords mn ecn.t- 
Ien.,s,an!; COW 


Supper. eAnd thence, when through the darkneſs of the nmes, 1" $ra org, 
the Lords —_— was not admiviſired except at Eaſter, (45 145 calied) 


the ® Baptiſm of the Catechumeni was deferrea wnird then aiſes yiQ nl wary xl | 


In the Dawnings of Reformation in Englayd, oxr Juell could plead oro: p- 222 
acainſt Harding, hat ” Baptiſm was as much to be reverence, as * 7+c Reply to 
the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. Nay, m former Of FF 
Age, ſome Churches have teen ſo far from extending Bapriſw', further 
then the Lords Supper, as that they bave commuted a grienons Erronr, 
m adminiſtring the Lords Supper unto Infants, So 1 h.4tb been in rhe 
Churches of ® Bohemia,audm? Ruſſia; Aud this was maintained by ® ar Chyrrs on p< 
Auſtin, and Innocentius, and 1 all the Churches im their tune. Which 4 ebay Ke, b_ 
| Teſtimonies we prodwce, to ſhew, that former Ages baue been farre ag, apr 
| from looking upon the Lords Supper, as being of a more ſacred nature 
then the other Ordmance of Baprilme Indeed of ite there bave been 
thoſe who have made Baptilm of.  f.wr larger exient then the Lords 
Supper. Thus hath been one praQtical Difference between Congrepa+ 
tonal-men nd Presbyterians (whom the Lord unite im the Truth) i 
32.8 the Congregational-men woxld baptiJe the Children of nene but 
ſuch, whoſe Parens were fit for the Lords Supper: when-4s ths 
; Pres byterians would Bapiice the Children of ſuch, whoſe Parts 
were 11 fit for the Lords Supyer';. and their promiſenous Admins 
ſtration of that Ordinance, was very grievous wnto therr Conprega- 
tional Brethren. See Beverly againſt Timon. Ok! 

- 3. The Parents of the children in queſt/on, are not Members 
of any inſtirured Church , according to Goſpel-Rules, becaule: 
they were neyer under any Cxplicite and-perſonal Covenant. To 
prove wloch, we reaſon thus : If this lecond Generation ds retas 
thew Member ſhip by virtue of their P.irents Covenant made for thim 
i» mineit) ; theny 1m caſe all thy pro-Parents were dead. this ſecond 

| a 3 Genera 
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Generation world be 4 true Church of C hcitt , withowt avy fur hey 


Act or C o1 enanimge But 1 65 ſecond Generation are nit a true 
Church of Chriſt without ſome further Att, Ergo, they do nut 
Teldin they AJemberſhip. tf thy are a trade Church. of Chriſt, 
then they kave Pywer 19 ote im Church-aftairs, «s ro chaſe Officers, 
ard 10 Caſt out Offenders, and the like 3 becauſe every true Church 
hath thrs power grven to them by the Lord 7eſus, who w the onely 
Head of his Church, B#: they haye no ſuch Power (/y te 
Sywod, who do. expreſly *\exclude 196 perſuns mm queſtion from the 
Loras Supp:r and Fo:img .) Therefore we concluae that they are no 
true Church of Chriſt, [Therefore the perſons in Jueſtion do not r= 
tain therr Memberſhip ;. therefore their chuldrin ought net 18 be Ba» 

17ed. | Z HE | 
4 q TItis not Meer Memberſhip, (44 the Synod Feaks) but qualis 
fied Memberſhip that gives right unto Baptiſm, For the evincing 
whereof, we argue thus : Jobn's Baptiſm was Chriſtian Baptiſm 
{45 all our D,vines maimtam againſt the Papiſts) John's Baptiſm 
might not be applied unto ſome, who were ftlandimng Men, bers. of the 
viſible Church ,, becauſe they were not qualified with Repentance, 
Luke 3.8, & 7.30. Therefore Chriſtian Baptiſm # not robe ap 
plied unto ſuch a4 ſtand Members in the w1fible Church, if they be 
wot qualified with fruits of Repentances This ſeems to ws to cur the 
Sinews of the ſtrengeſt Arguments which-are brought by the Synod 
for the Enlargement of Bapriſm : for, wesr ſtrongeſt Argument, 
the Memberſhip of the Children «» Controverſie ; wher;-ar #8 
ſeems 10 1«', that the Screpinre doth not acknowleage any ſuch Meer 


Memberſhip .c they ifeak'ofe And beſides thar, the caſe us clear us 


or appreven;ior, from the [nſlance gruen, That 't1s not Meer Meme 
becſhip, but qualified Mcftber (Mi that - Frver Ficht wnto thus Die 


vibe and Sacred Ordmance, 


' 5. That which will not make 8 man capable of receiving 
Bapriſma himſelf, incaſe he were unbaptized, doth not make hin 


capable of wanſmitring right of Baptiſm unto his childe. Je 


= « Ruled uſe, * That berhar bath not Title bimfclf unto any 
Priviledge, cannot entitle another, The Lawyer [aiik, ARS Fo 


won habente potr/tate i} are nov alid, Brit all that the Syn d 4 id, 


well wor 


ore 4 man roght is Bap: s/w wamic'', wm caſe be wire tee 
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| to the Readtre - ' 
baptized ; for a man may be an unbeliever, an1 yit come mp to all | 

th ut the Synod haih ſaia im therr þfch Propc ſluon, ard mure tor, 
Erpo, «ll that tke Syned hath (ard, 14 wot etongh (6 Bake a MAN Ca- 

ﬀtulc of Iran{rritimp rrielt of Baprniſm unto buy thildrs, The yudg.- 
ment of that f.umon; Martin Bucer, 4llcdged ard approved b; Par- _ 
ker, us worthy ou7 Confideratio, wg mamta, that" None ouyht ' *- «x de regs 
to be conficcved Members of th» Church, beſides thoſe who do © 4 ue. 
bold forth not ogely verbal Profeſſion of Faith, but apparent 4 +4415 ine: 
Signs of Repeneration. Nay, weſc great Dinines fy, 1h. of 
there le not tam neceflaria ſigna fadei quam Publica & folennis 
Prof flio, as wi ſuch ſigns and outward appearances of Faith, 
as ſhall neceſſarily argue (5 f.wrre 45 men can 11:42) that there is 
_uuth in the heart, as a publick lolemn Profefiion, the Church 
ought not tg accept of the Profeſſions of ſuch perſuns, fo as to 
confirm them in their Memberſhip. If the Synod would t me 
have exprefjed as much as this, there had been no D\([enting 0 cur 
parts. Hire aiſowe cannot bit take notite, that the jwigermm of 
Eat worthy avd for-ever famous, Ar, Cotton wir as our rs; fry | 
bis worgs are theſe: " I concewe more polttive fruits of Regene- "7 50 
ration are required in the Church-members of the New Teſta-p..;, * 
ment, then of the Old. G 

6. The Application of the Seal of Baptiſm unto thoſe who 

are nut true Believers (we mean vi/ibly, for de vccultis non judicat 
Ecclch12) is © Profanation thereof, and as dreadtul.a 1m, a+ if a 
man {hyuld adminiſter the Lords Supper unto unworthy receivery 
Which is (4 * Calvin /azh) as ſacrilegious impicty, av if a nan» 7-/.1.4.c12. 
Mould take the Blood or Body of Chriſt, and proftiture it to dogs, 
We m.irvel that ahy (Þeud whmk, that the Blond of Chriſt uu 10t os 
much profancd and vilified by pnadas Aduniniftrationof Buptifth, as - 


& undae A irg | 
6; Auſtin's :5 ſulemn mma, « 4-2. contre. 
judicium Accipit non ber [or © I fo 
, | b L > af OP 
E199 KS, as gog af £ 


wel Ti) bd iw the lim e 


A 


Aultiny 1 44 þ._—_ KN inch in 
the Admiutcation of E milian 6/.,c 
*% 0); + | 


”, It 


<P 


ſeo... >. 


"Oat 


of 
> A IVY 
4 Þ:--- 

-_ 

” ws 


—— vo 


| An Kpologetical Preface 

anſwered , and that themſelves were SzIf-conceited, and Obſti- 
nate, But theſe Criminations were #mworthy Calumniations, Te 
was a common Reproach caſt upon the Chriſtians of o!d, 'That they 
were all weak and unlearned men : whxch made Jerome wrue that 
Book De viris Illuſtribus. S- Stapleton makes no bones to call 
Whitaker, An Aſſe, a»d A Fool. And the ſame biſling of the 


. Serpent have we ſeen mm the Prelates againſt the Renowned Non- 


Conformiſts. But, we ſuppoſe, thetr ſaying ſo,. d:d not prove ut was 


foe Nevertheleſs, we are content 10 accept of the Gharge, when 


we are charged with Weakneſs and Folly: Ler « be fools for 
Chrifts ſake, or for his Truth 3 Zee s fall, ſo che Trath may riſe; 
let »s (it in the dyſt, /o char Truth may fit in the Throne, We de- 
ſerve not to be otherwiſe eſleemed, then 44 Weakneſs and Igno- 
rance it ſelf : Yer let 144 not be reputed Obſtinare, and ſuch as are 
and will be blinde, becauſe we dare not betray the Truth, and fin 
againſt our Conſciencess For gpur Weightieſt Reaſons never were 
Anſwered »nto any tolerable ſatusfattion, even to this days If it 
be demanded here, Whiat our Reaſons were, why we accorded 
not with the major part of the Synod? We ſhall by the help of 
Chriſt, and im the fear of God, declare what our chief Reaſons 
were, which cauſed our Diſſent ; which when they are Anſwered, 
we ſhall lay down our Opinion, as knowing that ut # Nullus pudor 
ad meliora tranſice, | 

1. The Synod did acknowledge,] That there ought to be true 
ſaving Faith in the Parent, according : to the judgement of ratio- 
nal cbarity,or elſe the childe ought not to be baptized. We imweared, 
and urged again & again,that this,which they themſelves acknowledged 
w.14 4 Principle of Trath,might be ſet down for a Concluſion, and 
then we ſhould all agree. Bur thoſe Reverend Perſons ag ainft 
whom we placidly difputed, would not conſent to this, tbough Our 
Uovity lay at the Stake for it. | | : " hs 

2. Wehaye not Warrant in all the Scripture,. to apply'the 


| Seal of Baptiſm unto thoſe Children, whoſe Parents are in a 


fate of unfitneſs for the Lords Supper, Thoſe, As 2. 41; 
who werz Baptized , continued breaking Bread ao , ver.42. 
*Ius granted, That thoſe Children were C:ircumciſed amongt. ths 


{ews, whoſe Paris. were for a time debarred from the Paſſegver 


_ 


- = 4 . i 
- » 
to the Reader, 


but that war on:ly wpen accident of Cerzmonial UncleanneF, which 
alters not the caſe; for, Unleſs the father were in a ſtate of fit- 
neſs for the Paſſcoyer, he was not fit to have his childe circurn- 
Ciſed. The lite may be ſaid cor.cernmng the Goſ pel-Paſſeoyer, «td 
the Goſpel-Circumc:fions Meuher do we reade, that m the Pr;- 
mitite umes Baptiſm was of a greater latumde,.as to the Subject A 
thereof, then the Lords Supper : but the contrary. The | Catechu- 1,7 te men ent 
meni were not-16 be Baptiyed , before they were fit for the Lords «quam adxit- } 
Supper. eAnd thence,. when through the. darkneſs of the timnes, —_— on 
the Lords Supper was not adminiſtred except at Eaſter, (4s us called) = 
the ® Baptiſm of the Catechumeni was deferred nntil then aft, > mg ceny 
-{n the Dawnings of- Reformation im England, or Juell cold ptc4d 3 
| againſi Harding, bat ® Baptiſm was as much to be reverenced, as ' Jue!s Reply to 
+the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, Nay, m former mo 
Ager, ſome Courches have been ſo far from extending Baptiſm, further "1 
then the Lords Supper, as that they have commuted 4 grievons Erroar, 
in adminiſtring the Lords Supper unto Infants. So 1 hath been in the ; 
Churches of © Bohemia,and in? Ruſlia : Aud 1h1is was maintained by 9 Dave Chyre 1 
Auſtin, «nd Innocentius, and 9 «l{ the Churches intheir time. Which rom Foo 
"Teſtimonies we produce, to ſhew; that former Ages have been farte ge _— Any 
from looking upon the Lords Supper, 4s being of a more ſacred naturs _ ® "4 
#hen the other Qrdmance of Baptiline Indeed of I:te there bave. been 
zhoſe who have made. Baptiſm of « far larger extent then the Lords 
Supper. This hath been one praQical Difference berween Congrega« 
tional-men 4nd Presbytetians (whom the L7rd unite m the Truth) t 
$0.t the Cangregational-men world baptipe the Children of none bus 
' ſuch, whoſe Parents were fit for the Lords Supper : wher-as the 
Presbytexjans- would Baprize the Children of ſuch, whoſt Parents 
were not fit for the Lords Supper:; and their promiſcuous Adlmmis 
ſtration of that Ordinance, was very grievous unto their Congrega» 
tional Brethren. See Beverly agamſi Timſon. og 
3+ TheParents of the children in queſtion, are not Members 
of any inſtituted Church , according to Goſpel-Rules, becauſe 
they were neyer,under any explicite and perſonal Covenant. To 
prove which, we reaſon thus : If. this ſecond Generation do rerais 
their Member ſhip by virtue of their Parents Coyenant made for them 
in avinority ;- then, in caſe all the pro-Parents were dead, Thu Tecond 
oe. a 3 Genera» 


v3 


. An AÞologetical Preface 
Generation wos/d be a true Church of [Chriſt , without any further 
Act or Covenanting, But this Tecond Generation are not a true 
Church of Chrift without ſome further Att, Ergo, th:y do nor 
 retam their Memberſhip, 1f the are a true Church of Chrift, 
then they have Power- to Vote in Church-affairs, as to chuſe Officers, 
aud to caſt out Offenders, and the like ; becauſe every true Church 
bath this power given to them by the Lord Feſiury, who us the onely 
Head of his Church. Bu: they have no ſuch Power ( [ay the 
-— oe jo on Sywed, who do expreſly r exclude the perſons in queſtion from the 
Lords Supper and Voung :) Therefore we conclude that they are ns 
true Church of Chriſt, Therefore the perſons in queſtion do not re« 
tain ther Memberſhip ; therefore their 6h1ldren ought not to be Bax 
:7ed, | 

4 q [t is not Meer Memberſhip, («the Synod 5eaks) but quali« 
fied Memberſhip that gives right unto Baptiſm. For the evincmg 
whereof, we argue thus : John's Baptiſta was Chriſtian Baptiſm 
(4s all our Divines maimam againſt the Papiſts) John's Baptiſm 
might not be applied unts ſome, who were ſtanding Members of the 
* e1ſoble Church, becauſe they were not qualified with Repentance, 
Luke 3.8, & 7.30. Therefore Chriſtian Baptiſm s nor robe ap* 
plied unto ſuch as ſtand Members in the viſible Church, if they bs 
' wot qualified with fruits of Repentances Thw ſeems to #3 to cut the 
Sinews of the ſtrongeſt Arguments which are brought by the Synod 
for the Enlargement of Baptiſm : for, thesr ſtrongeſt? Argument, 
.the Memberſhip of the Children in? Controverſic ; when-as #8 
ſeems ra us, that the Scriptere doth not acknowledge any ſuch Meer 
Memberſhip as they ffeak fo And beſides that, the caſe ts clear in 
our appreten;ion, from the Inſlance given, That ti no; Meer Meme 
berſhip, ur qualified Memberſhip, ar gives right wito this Die 

wine and Sacred Ordinances EC | 
5. That which will not make a man capable of receiving 
Baptiſm himſelf, incaſe he were unbaptized, doth not make him 
capable of tranſmitting right of Baptiſm unto his childe, Ze 


a 


\ [fans pawn. 8 #5 a Ruled caſe, That hethat hath not Title bimſclf unto any 
p.'7-  Priviledye, cannotentitle another. The Lawyer /ail, As (4 

| non a:bente petcſtalem, are invalid. Put all that the Syn:d hath ſaid, 
* pill. give a manritht (0 Bapiiſmn wwnſcif, mw ecaſe be were uts 


baptized 


to the Readers. 
baptized 3. for a man may be an mb:liever, and yet" come wp to all 
that the Synod hath [aid m 1h:r fifch Propcſition, and more too, 
Ergo, all that the Sync kath {aid, 1 not enough to make a AW (45 
pable of tranſwitrin? rieht of Biptiſm unto kts childe,, The juag.- 
ment of that famous Martin. Bucer, «ll:dged and approved by Par- 
ker, & worthy our conftderatior, who maintuined, that * None ought Saree de "_us | 
ro be confirmed Members of the Church, beſides thoſe who do Ins 0 J 
bold forth not onely verbal Profeſſion of Faith, but apparent ***%cr #6: ſupra 
Signs of Regeneration. . Ny, theſe preat Dives ſay, Thu if 

there be not tam neceffaria ſigns fidei quam publica & ſolennis 

Profe flio, as wei ſuch ſigns and outward appearances of Faith, 

as ſhall neceſlarily argue ( : farre as men Can jndg.) that there is 

truth jn the beart, as a publick folemn Profeſſion, the Church 
ought not to accept of the Profeffions of ſuch perſons, ſo as to 8 
confirm them in their Memberſhip. JIf the Synod world tur 
have exprefied-as much as this, there had been no Diſſenting ov our 

tss H:rt alſo we canmot but take not:e, that. the judgement of * 
that worthy and for-ever famous Mr, Cotton was as ours is; for * 
his words are theſe: * I conceive more poſitive fraits of Regene- & Holiueſ of 
_ ration are required in the Church-members- of. the New Telta- p.93. : 
ment, then of the Old. | | 
6. The Application of the: Seal of Baptiſm unto thoſe who: - 

are not true Belieyers- (we mean v;fobly, for de occultis non judicat - 
Eccle(i3) is a Profanation thereof, and as dreadful & (in, as if 'a- 
man ſhould admioiſter the Lords Supper unto unwortby receivers; -' 
which is (4: * Calvin: ſaith) as ſactilegious impiety, asif a man v 1nf1.1.4.049-3 
ſhould take tbe Blood or Body of Chriſt, and proſtitute it to dogs, | 
Wt marvel that any ſhould thmk ,._ that the Blood: of Chriſt 14 not as. - 

much profaned and vilified by andue Admiriftratien of Baptiſm, as x 
by undne Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper. Tea, that ſaying - 0 
of Auſtin's is ſolemn and ſerious, * Qui indigne accipit Bapriſms, x Auguf. e. 5 
judicium accipit non ſalatem. He who recesves Bapriſm, either for em 6b 
timſelf or bis childe, anworthily, . « guilty of the Blood of - Feſus, as. © 2 
well as he who receives the Lords Supper unworthily, , And the ſame 
Auſtin in his Book de Fide & operibus , pleads for ſtrianeſs in 
the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm: aud ſo 4d Tertullian before 


him. | 


9, It: 


An Apolopetical Preface, &c. 
7, It bath in ita natural rendency tro the hardening of untege< 
nerate creatures in their ſinful natural condition, when Life is not 
&} © onely Promiſed, but Sealed to them by the precious Blood of 
i | Aras rigrag Jeſus Chriſt. y Baptiſm is a Seal of the whole Covenant of 
| I] ener $4e1:bwe. Grace, as well as the Lords Supper ; and therefore thoſe that are 
'H pens" > Ia not intereſted in this Covenant by Faith, ought not to have the 
: Seal thereof applied to thems Thws have we given an Account of 
the principal Reaſons which cauſed our Diſſent from the major part 
of the Reyerend Aſſembly. We might adde to all this, T hatthere 
is danger of great Corruption agd Pollution creeping into the 
Churches, by the Enlargement of the SubxR of Baptiſm. They 
are the words of a good man, and fauhful Aſiniſter of the Goſpel 
new in Europe, i «Letter ſent unto one in America: I hbope (ſanh 
be) ſome in New- England will with clear light ſtand up againſt 
the Enlarging of Baptiſm to any, but thoſe whoſe Parents are 
admitted unto the Lords Supper. If ever it be paſſant DoQtine 
inthe Churches, that others baye a right to it, Farewell to News 
England's Peculiar Glory of undefiled Adminiſtrations of holy 
things. Theſe things are Diſcouragetnents with me , from - 
haſtening to New-Englanq, Thus ve. It may be ſome will think - 
** that we do (45 it 5s inthe Adagy) Nodum|in ſcirpo querere, makg : 
ſcruple to omr ſelves, and fear where there is wo fear : Well u will bs 
for ns, and for the Churches, if in the end #t prove ſo, 
, Now the Lord grant, that vis People may have one heart and - 
one way (and that it may be theright way, even the Way which is 
| Called Holy)to ſerye him, for the good of them, and of their 
Children after them. end the God of Truth avd Peace, lead vs - 
by bus Spirit imto all Truth, +hrowgh him who ts made uno ws of Godg + 
the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. | Zi 3 
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CERTAIN POSITIONS 
| | Out cf the : 
HOLT SCRIPTURES 


| Premiſed to the whole cnſuing | 
Y. EE may fitly begin this Diſcourſe, with what the 
'4j Reverend Elders ſay(;ntkeir Preface ro thi Printed 
& Book) That the Prayer of Ep -phra: for the ts! ſo 
>> Fhaen:, ought to be the Prayer and Labour of us all, 
is Z7C T vt wc may ſtand pe? fect und compl, A' 11 all the. 
will of God, And itis a good Profeflion which they n ake, ſayings. 
We truſt it #5 our ſincere detire, tt 1 25. weelly «ll hu will, and worhun OE 
but his will may be done among 6.. To the Law and to the Teſtimony: 
we do wholly veferre our ſelve;; and if any thimg in the following 
Concluſions be indeed found not to Sheak according therennte, et u be; 
rejeed, This dothencourage me to joyn with them, in ſeeking 
tbe right path in this unſrequented way, fo far as the Glory + 
Gods Holineſs and Grace , together with the honour of his 
Truth, may be maniſeſted to be dearer to us thenall Creature- 
concernments and S.If-relpets. In order whereunto, I conceive 
our principsl inquiry {hould be, what thoſe more general Princi- 
ples of -T1uth are, which lie in the things controte ted, and how 
they may be rightly applied : uſing terein onecly ſuch Light as 
the Scripture affordeth, by comparing one Text with another, 
anddepending on God in Chriſt for ſupply and aflritance of the 
Spititof Truthtolead us into thele Principles, and to teach us by 
them ; that thereby we may be brought io an unjyeclal armony 
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[21 | 
of Truth ; all the Lines of Truth (however ſeparated in the Cir- 
camfereace ) meeting together in theſe Principles , as in their. 
Ceatre,and becoming one Point, The finding out of {ach Princi- 
ples, and rightly applying them, would make the way to Truth 
ſhorter, the myſtery of Truth clearer, and the united force of 
Trath ſtconger againſt Errour, a {weeter cloling of Spirits among 
good men, and the examining of other mens Opinions eaſier, 
then walking after the larger Circumference of the voluminous 
Writings of men, which lead us further from theſe Principles, 
then the Scripture alone, This is that which I would attain,and 
am preſſing after, as in other Controverlies, ſoin theſe Queſtions. 
For clearing the truth wherein, I ſhall Arft propound certain 
Theſes, or Poſitions : Secondly applythem, in a way of Kephing 
to theic *Propoſittons. = 
1. The Tweſes or Poſitions propounded ſhall be theſe following, 
| and thelike, [| 5 | 
Js: Portion. The whole Scripture, breathedof. God, holdeth forth a perfeRt 
He Rule, as of Righteouſneſs toward men; ſo, of Holineſs toward 
God, in all things that concern his Natural and Inſtituted Wor- 
ſhip, that the man of God may be perfetty throrghly furn;ſhed unto 
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elus Chriſt, the Apoſtle- «nd Het Prcff of our Profeſſion, is 
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o[tti0n, | | 
to þe conſidered; by all holy Brethren|, partakers of 1he hea- 
wenly calling, -as notinferiour in his Office to < Aſoſes : For, as 
the Office of 11/es reached to all the | Houſe of God, and all: 
the Service of it under the Law; ſo Chriſts Office reacheth ro - 
all tke Church of God, and all the Seryice of | it under the Go- 
ſpcl 2. And whatſoever Chniſt did inſtitute or abrogate in the - 
Chriſtian Churches, he did it by Gods apporntment 5 as Afoſer, 
by Gods appoiatment, gave out what He(delivered in the Church 
of /ſracl, 3. And Chriſt is no lefs faigbſul therein, then 40ſes 
was, Hev.3.2,3. Sothat it isas unlawtal for men to alter the Or- 
dinances of Chriſt given to Chriſtian Churches, under the Go- 
ſpel, or to adds thereunto, or to diminiſh ought therefrom, as it - 
Was under the Law, Dext, 12.32. Mat 28.20. | | 
Chriſt is not rightly conſidered, nor diely eſteemed; excepthe - 
be preferred as far avoye Hſoſer, ad:ithe Father hath counted on . 
| wortby - 


18] 
worthyof more Glory then Moſes ; and as far aboye the whole k 
- Church, as the Builder is abovz the Houſein honour and autho- 
rity, Mens authority being but Mioiſterial, as Servants, who 
_ areto-a& onely by direRion and appointment z .Chriſts autho- 
rity being Magiſterial and Deſpotical, which Prerogative be hath 
| a$beisSon cf the Eternal Father by eternal generation. Hence 
the Ckurchis Chriſt's own Houſe, and be alone may diſpole of it, 
and of the Service thereof, as it pleaſeth him, by altering the 
Moſaical Leyitical Ordinances, and 2PPuinting a more Spiritual 
and ſimple way of Worſhip in place thereof, Hebr.3,3,10 7. - - 
700«4:23-24. 2. GCeorell.2,3, - &f Y 
The Ordinances of God given by <oſes for the Service of 4 Poſitions 
God under the firſt Tabernacle, were impoſed on the Jews, «ntl | 8. 
the time of Reformation at the coming of Chriſt, who being come , 
as the true e Melchiſeder, changed the Levitical Ordinances into 
other more ſuitable to his Royal Prieſthood, Heb. 9. 9,16. For, the 
Prifthood bemg changed, there ts made of neceſſity a change of the 
Law, Heb. 7.12. And, having taken away that anſpportable 
Yoke, calleth Believersunder the Goſpelto take his eafie and ſweet 
Toke upou them, AQs 15.10, Mat.11.29, | _ 6 
Though the Covenant of Abraham was the ſame in ſubſtance 5 Poſurions 
to believing Jews under the Law, and to Believers, both 7ews _- 
and Gentiles, under the Goſpel, Rom. 4.11, 12, And, though 3 
the Kingdome of God be the ſame in ſubſtance, which is taken 
from the unbelieying ews, and given to the believing Gentiles, 
eMatth, 21,43. yet the adminiſtration of the Coyenant and 
wi is not the ſame, in all ages, .but yaried accordingto 
_ thedifferenttimes, wherein the Chucch bath been gathered ; the 
progreſs thereof, in that variety, being from leſs perfect, before . 
the coming of Chriſt, to more perfe&, after his comiog : the 
. former wawmoreexternaland carnal, Heb.9.10, the latter more + 
Internal and ſpiritual, 1-h.1,17. that was'accommodated to the 
| flateof the Church being a ch:/de; this to the ſtate of the Church 
being an b:1r £rown to full age, Gal. 4. I,109. | 7 
Though Baptiſm is come in the place of Circumciſion, and. 6 Pofitiom 
therefore infantsof Confederatesare now to be baptized, asthen 
they were $0 be circumciſed, they both being outward Seals - | 
= - B 2 "A the 
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the fame Covenant in ſubſtance, Co!.2. 11,12. Row.4.1T. Yet, 
neither muſt we look at Circumciſion as it was of «FLoſes, bur 
of the Fathers, [ 4.7.22 nor ar every ſubje&t of Circumciſion, 
as the (ubje& of Baptiſm extenſively. Circumciſizn was ex- 
tended to all that were born in the houſe,and bought. with money, 
Ger.17 12,13. But Baptiſm is limited to believinz Iews and their 
children. and to ſo many as the Lord our God ſhall call, 48s 2, 
38,29. 1 Cor,7.1:4- Your children are huly 3. he ſaith not, Your 
leryants, - c. | 
1 he Rules accommodated, by Ieſus Chriſt our Lord, for the 
mannerof applying the Covenant, and of adminiſtring the King- 
doiw.e of God, uhder the Goſpel, concern either the conſtitution, 
and ordering of Chriſtian Churches; or the propagation and 
.continuing .of them; or their communien together, In all. 
which, both the Truth, and the Arguments for confirmation of. 
it, muſt be drawn expreſfly, or by good conſequence, from the 
New Teſtament, in ſuch particulars wherein we haye Chriſt's. 
: appointment, or the Primitive Churches, planted or approved, 
= - by the Apoſtles, for our Patterns. | Not from the Old Teſta- 
at - ment, further thenthey may be inferred thence by parity of rea« 
5 — {un, M 41.28.20. I Tim3.14,1 x x” > | 
"© Pefition. 'The Rules given-of Chriſt, x. Concerning The Conſtitution. 
= of Ciriſtium ( barches, are 1, That the Matter of them muſt. be, 
if adult; approved Believers, 44 5:14 if infants, or children , 
in minority, ſuch whoſe Parents {both or one) are orderly, and 
viſibly joyned to the Church of Chriſt, Atts 2.39; 1 Cor7.14. 
2: Thatthe Form of them, muſt be cheir viſible confederating 
with tl e Lord Chriſt, as the Head of tlie Church, and one with 
another mutually, ro walk topether according to his Rules, for 
the attainment of the ends of Church-communion, 2 Cor,8.5, 
I Pet.2.5. 
| The Rules given by Chrift for The Ordering of Criſtian Conr- 
ches, are, 1, In general ; that all Goſpe] Ordinances be diſpen- 
ſed and adminiſtred according ro Golpel-Precepts and Patterns, 
Co! 2.5,6, 2; In particular ; 1; That fit perſons be orderly 
admitted into this- huly Fellow hip, by the Door, which is Cbri 
belicyed on and profclled, 40b410.7,95 2» Tliat Officers ap- 
| rw ns pointed 
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pointed by Chriſt be regularly choſen and ordained, and that the 
Elder-, both Teaching and Ruling, eſpecially Teachirg,be ſingu- 
larly loved, and honoured with dontle honovr, and obeyed, 1 7mm. 
2. T.1.1 'jhl.l.l. At:6.6. & 14.23. I T hefſ. 5. 12,13» 
1 T1-.4.17,18. H:b,13.17. 2, That the Menbersexerciſe 
mutual Watchfulnels one over ancther, Heb.10.24,25, with mu- 
tual Submiſſion of one to-another, and of eyery cne to the whole 
Body, 1 Per.5.5. 
for Goſpe|-Churches, which are onely two, B.4piuſm, and the 
Lords Supper, 1 Core I 2.13, be adminiſtred by the Teaching 
_ Officers, according to. Chriſts Inſtitution, 4ſar-28.19., 1. La 
pri{z is to be adminiftred by Chriſts Ordinance to Nilciples, 1bid. 
V;;. 1. Togrown perſons not be fore baptized, after their hold« 
ing forth their Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and voluntary 
taking bold of the Covenant for themſelves and their ſeed, ſat. 


d 


3. That the viſible Seals, inſtituted by Chriſt. 


' 3.6. Luke J. 3. -!(tls $ 37,38. & 2.38, 39. I Cor. 12, 12,13. © 


Thele, for diſtioRion ſake, I call Immediare Members: 2. To 


their infant-ſced. or childcen in minority, who alſo are members- 


inthe right of their Parents covenanting for- them, Atts 2.39» 
I. Cor.7.14. theſe I call Media'e Members; becaule the meniber- 
ſhip which tt.ey have is Mediante Parentum fadere: therefore, 
' theſe being grown up, muſt be admitted jnto immediate fellow- 
ſhip, avd tutl communion with the Church, by their perſonal faith . 
| held forth ro ſatisf4Rtion of. the, Charches charitable diſcretion, 
and by their taking kold cf the Coveoaant for themſelves and their 
ſeed, as their Parents before them did ; as it is propheſied of. 
Goſpel-Churches in /ſa.56.6,7. & 625. 2, The. Loras Supper 
is to be adminift; ed. according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, in reference 
both ro the Ordinance it felt, 1 Cor, 11, 23,1027. and to the. 
Communicants, ver.27 '0 32, 4+ T hax Church-cenſures be ap- 
plied ro delinquent Members, in. private offences, according. to - 
 Mat.18 15:0 18, and.in publick crizzinous Scandals, according 
to1Cor.S.1t. Revi22.15. but ſoas the publick judgenent be, 
not by the Elders alone, but, togeti.cr With them, by the Frater- 
nity, I Gor 5 T2. 


The Rules given of Chriſt, for the Propagation: and Cont;numg 10 Poſt ] 


of Chriſtian Churozs, are properly ſuited to their Congregatioval 
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£ | 
and Spirital ftate, They are not the ſame with thoſe before 
the Law, when the Church was onely in Families, nor with thoſe 
under the Law given t9 the Church of the Jews: in both which 
the Church was to be propagated, and continued by natural 
gene:ation, in a lincal deſcent, from Noah, by Shem 3 and from 
Abraham, by Iſaac and acot, till the coming of Chriſt; this 
way beſt ſuiring to a Domeſtical and National Church, in their 


' reſpeRive conſtitutions, Chriſtian Churches are of neither of 


theſe ſorts, but are, by Chriſt's appointment, caft into a Congre- 
ational, and more Spiritual Form ; and rherefore, are not capa» 
ble of being propagated and continued, in a lineal fucceſlion, by 
natural generation, ordinarily : but muſt be propagated ang con- 
tinued 1: In adult perſons, by Regeneration viſibly manifeſted 
to the Charitable .diſcretion of the Church, oh. 3. 3,5. being 
wrought in the working of Faith in Chriſt, 704.1.12,13, and 
made viſible, by a right conf. flion and profeſſion of Faith, both 
que creditur, Romiy10.10, and qua creditur, Gal.3.26, 2, In 
their infant-ſeed, by their Parents covenantingfor them ; to the 
end, that ſuch, being engaged to God in their infancy, may be 
thereby engaged and excited the more to give up thernſelyes to 
God in Chriſt, when they come to years of diſcretion, no: by 


Conſtraint, but willingly, Pſal.110,3. through the operation of God 
working Faith in their bearts, Col.2.12, by the Spirit, who is a 


voluntary Agent, and therefore likened 0 the wind which blowerh 
where it liſtcth, Joh, 3.8. Sometimes in fome of the next poſterity, 
yet not inall, 2 f/ch.4. ſometimes inthe Grandmother, and Mo- 
ther, and &hilde; as in Twnothy, 2 Tim.1,5. ACCordingly the | 
Church muſt make a difference of hildren grown up, where God 
makes a difference, as he did between 74cov and Eſur, Mall ets 
and receive onely ſuch whom Chriſt recciveth, Rem 14.1,7. 

The Rales giyen of Chriſt, Concerning the Communon of Chri= 
ſtian Churches, are, 1, Concerning the Ground of it ; which is 
their Spiritual Union underone. Head, Chriſt, Epy.1.22,23., in 
one Body, one Spirit, one Hope of their calling, one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father ef all, and they muſt 
endeavour to keep the wiity of the Spirut in the band of peace, Epb.4- 
3425-6, As they baye one. common Fauk, Tit.1.g, ſo they mult 


comend 


"TT. 


contend earneſily for the faith once given to the Saints, Jude, ver. 3 
They have allo ce and the ſame &Kxlc, Gal.6 16. The ſame Off- 


cer: in all Churches, Tu.1.5g. The ſame Ordinances and Decrees, - 


x Cor.7-17. & 16.1. etts 16. 4. The ſame Order, Col. 2.5, 
The ſame Dvitrine, 1 Cor.4, 17, & 15,11. Gal, 1.7, Which all 


the Churthes muſt ho/d faſ?, Rev. 3, 3. and renounce all other 


Do&rines, Gal.1.8,9. 1 Tim.1.3. & 663-14». 
' 2, Concerning the Manner of. it ; for, as the Church gene- 


rally conſidered, 1s the Mother of all the faribful, Gal 4.26. ſo: 


. particular Churches are S:/fers each to other, Cani.8.8. and there 
is 4 Brotherhood of viſible Saints throughout the World, 1 Per. 5.9. 
Hence the manner of their communion muſt be ſoc:a/, as between 
equals, none exerciſing juriſdiction and authorityover another. 
Par in parem,ton habet imperium. The giving of Laws to the 
Churches is Chris Prerogative, Tim.4.12. who hath alſo com- 
mitted the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heayen to each particular 
inſtituted Church, to be exerciſed by zach Church within it ſelf, 
without dep:ndance upon the Authority of other Churches in 
Te proprias AMat.10.19. 1 Cor.5.12. | 

3- Concerningrthe Things, wherein this communion muſt be 


Exerciſed, 1, In general; in mutual Helpfulneſs, according to- 


God, by mutual care one of, and for another, 1 Cor. 10.24. Phil. 
2.20 2I- 2, Particularly, 1- By Spiritual Helpfulneſs , and 
Care exerciſed | | 

1, In mutual-Prayer, and endeayouts for their edification, . 
Cant.8.8,9. I {or.12 7. 1 Þt.4-10,11., and for their confirma- 
tion and eſtabliſhment in the truth, As 15.41. & 16.4,5- and 
for ſtrengrhning each other in the regular application of Church= 
cenſures to their delinquent Members, 2 Thef. 3, 14. 2 11m: 


4a 15« | 


2, By outward Supplies unto their Neceſlities, As 11.29. 


Row. L5.26,27. 2 Cor.8,2, Ceo throughout that Chapters 
3. By their mutual care to avoid Offences, 1 Cor. 0.32. 

4. That, when a Church findeth need (in reſpe& of want of 
light. or of competent conſent within ir ſelf) ir is their duty to 
teck help by the counſel of ſome other Church or C hurches,and 
thecther Church oe Churches ought ro giye is, in a brotherly | 
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Way, ho the Word bf God. not by che Elders apart, but in the 
Prefence, and with concurrence of the Brethren, As 15. 4,22, 
23. Nor way they bind ſuch a C: urch to reft in theic determis 
nation, farther then the ſame'ſhull be found, upon ſearching the 
SCriptures, tO ſerm god 10 the Holy Ghoſt, as well as to them, 
Acts 15.28, or, if Neiphbur-Church's finde it ne-effacy, to 
offer theichclpfulneſs ro a Church, in cafe « f the Othcers M3le- 
- adwiniſtration, oc of Errours, and Scandals, and Scbiſms, and 
the like caſes, to prevent the irfeRion of 1hen ſelves, or 10 re- 
move corruption from ſuch a Church, Which, being obſtinate in 
their way, {eckcth not for kelp, the Nezg! abour-Cturches oughe 
to exerciſe tne Co nminion of Churches, by enquiring to finde 
-Out the trath, and by admoniſhing tle often Jing Church, in a 
brothcrly way ; whereurto 1h. Cuurchiought ro ſubmit accord- 
ing to God, R,m,16.17 G./.2.11---1i4. And, if cit obſtinately 
perſiſteth in /canda/o:r5s Ewvils, atier convincing 1:ght held forth, 
uo 3 pry Sy Churches may rencunce 'communiun with them, 
nn | oid fellowſhip in their ſin, &ps. 5.11. 17wm.5.22, 
be if , E £2 Poſtions T he Rules Siven by Corijt rw Chryti.n Criurche, in the P emi 
nm ſer,and the |.ke, are 10 be Received by allthe Churches, andthe 
 Menbers of them, and to be obeyed, as his Laws and Com- 
mandinents, who is our me Lan-,ivers In oblerving wherecf, 
and not othe. wiſe, the Parity and Peace of Chriſtian, Churches 
will le preſerved, by the bleſſing of C-riſfl, lam: 4.12. Mai:28.20. 
1C-::141,37. 17m:..013. Gai:6:16, 

T hele, and the like, being gereral Principles , wank, the. par- 
ticular Derernintns of the Syrac, inthe 7wo © ue ftion; » are tO 
be Examined by them; ard' ſo far, and no further, to be Ap- 

| P:oved-and Rece. ved, as a conſent and harmeny of them With 
'thele, may be clearcd ro the confcicnces of men rightly in- 
formed. which: may be manifeſted Y a Tight application, and 
compari: g them together. 


2» The Application of the fo:mer Theſs or Poſitions to the 
Dutjtims and An/wer:, as they are ſtated and expreil.d by the 
Reverend Elders, in thei Printed Book, tolluweths . 


The 


gg 


- 
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The firſt Qu: ſtion propounded to them by the Honoured Gee 
neial Court, was, . | 

« Queſt. 1, Who are the Subjets of Baptiſm ? 

© Anlw. The Anſwer may be g:ven m ihe following Prepoſtionss 
Which arc feyen in number. : 

__ «Propoſ- 1 7 bey that according t0 Scrapture, ar8 Mcmbers of 
| « ,07e2 4b e Churck,are the Subjetts of Baptiſm, 

« Propdſ.2. The Members of the viſible Church, according to 

© Scriptures are Confederate viſible Believeri, im particuler 
« (hurches , and their, mfani*ſced, 1. &. children m mnority, 
«© phoſe nex. Parcn's, one or both, are in Covenant, 

Reply, 1 cannot approve the two fiſt Piopoſitions, witkout 
ſome change of the terms. In the fiift, thus ; they that, ac- 
cord.ng to Chriſt's O:d.nance, are regwlar , and attual ens 
6. ,&c. ' Th: ſecond, thus z The atluu and regular Members of 
th- v.fible C rarch, accord:ng 10 Chriſts Ordinance, ar!, &c, The. 
nec ſlity of this alteration will appear, if, either the p emiſcd 
Þ.fit.ons be ducly co ſidered. wherewith the ſe Propuſit on- w.1l 
not otherw.ſ- agree: or, if the Proufs alledped by them from 
Sc: iprure for co rfirmatiun of theſe two Propoſitions, be duely 
eXimined ; Or, .f what is hereafter ro be Replied unto tte fole 
lowing Prop. ſitions,ſhall be ducly weighed. , 

«© Prop. 3. Th: wf.m-ſcca f confeacrate viſible believers, are 

 & Members of the ſame Courch with their Farent'y, and when 

* /rown up, are perſon lly under the Wtc', Diſciple and Gee 
© p-rnment of the Chr h. | 

This Prop ſition c »ſiſteth of two parts, both which tLey 
endeavour to prove diſtinitly. | | 

& 1 To hey are Members of the ſame Church with heir Pa= 
® .en: ] This may paſs in a rig «© ſale, being underſtood of 
Med 16 Mcomber., in and by thr Parents covenantir g for them) 
in their infancy, or minurity. | ſhail io. oppoſe it. 

mM 2 "[ nat Bn hey are F ONWu8,, 13 Ice {mn lly under the 
© Wrch, D (cipline 4-4 Government of the Cours | Tos expreſſ '0 
Cill- for ſerious confi leration, an the Profs of it :@zuie due 
EX ti. inaton. TI. Fr the Exp.. ſto" che 1.camng of .t ms 
to be this; That when the thiid.en, that were bap.ized im there 

G  Mulioil.y, 


Fo Trofj/ Fo 

- minority, are grown up to. years of diſcretion, or become men; 
they are M-mdvers, (or, As they [pzak afcerw id Fl er 7 1{emb:, ) 
and by that memberſhip, are under the Watch, Diſcipline, and 
Government of the Church. Bu: wiat memberſh'y is this > 
Their membe:ſh{p,in cheir minority, ws 4! 4-,in 30] by their 
Parents covenanting for th-m, a5 themſelves ſiy in p44. 14. and 
anlwerably, they are under t! e Warch of the Church in and by 
their Parents, who are im neJ.ucely, and pecſo ully n1der the 
Watch, D ſcipline. an4 Government of the Church, w!-ich is to 

: fee tharthe Parents d » their dairy, an4 pzif »rm their Covenant for 
'them, in b #1in7 th:m ap m the nuriare and adnom:ion of the Lo, 
Ep+.6.4. andto help them therein. | | 
* Bit by wat right are they perſonally under the Watch .D.ſci- 
Pl.n*, and Government of th? Church 2 Nor by theic Paceats 
Covenant : (for that was theirs onely in their infiicy, and mino- 
rity; becuiſe then they wzre not |caoable of coenantins for 
tte aſ{lve; perſonally. It remains then, that, when grown up, 

_ they miſtbe, eith-r not members of the Churc' perſonally, or 
members by tkeir. perlonal coyeninting for themſelves and theirs, 

_ aS Other adalt perſons maſt be, who offer themſ.lves to Cnurch- 

' fellowſh þ : Elle, though they were members o+ the ſame Church 
'With taeir Parents, in their infincy, and minority; yet they Con- 
tinu- not members. when grown up, nor are p: r{onally under 
| Che Warch, Diſcipline, and Government of the Church, by their 
ow ifult, But they ſay the coarrary is manifett. Therefore 
lec us examine their Argi1mntss | 

 * Arp.te. Chiidren ve. e under Parriarcoal and e Moſaical Dis- 
« ej1 neof olv,Gen.1$.19, & 21e9,15,12. Gal.5.3. and theres 
* f,,e unacr ( 0ag-egit hai D CCPH NOW, | | 

Rep'y I, The Tex s alledzcd d» net prove the Antecedent, 

FJ, +1brahims COMmman4| n2 hathiden and houſh 111 after him, 
fo beep the w p of fc Luiadyg Fo doth noc necefl .rily infer 
Church-d fcipline : It bring enjoyned to all. Fathers of Famil.e:, 
in the National Church of 1 . Doure6,7. © I1 19, andin the 

" Congre-ational Church's of Chriit, under the Go pl, -. .6, 
' 4e9., within t'eir own Families, where they haye nor Power 10 
exciciſe Chucch-dilcipliae ; or, if any furt;.ec thing was wranr, 
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it may be applied to the command concerning Circumcifion, as 
( 4444347 26,27. 2. That inGen.zl 9g. where IſhBacl, wie was 
bo n oftcr the fleſh, perlecuted 1{4..c wl.o wes born atter the Spi= 
tir, and Was thereture calt wut of the Church, in 4t2 4141s Fas 
mily, 1s improved by tle Apcitle to another purpoſe, in G4i.4. 
22---29 nur duth it prove their Propoſition, For / thrracl was 
not circanicited dl e-y11i dtyes uithy but when he was thirteen years 
ola: and therefore may be thought to be circun:ciled upon his 
pt ſ ni takny kald of the C-venu. , as othe! grown pcrions 1n the 
Faaaly dd, the:e being nochirg ſaid 1a that ſtury to evince the 
contiaty, 10 whicii opinion #oiycw pus Loferns leeweth to its 
Cline, Jf it was {o, ther there is a man. feſt diftrrence berween 
Jibmacl, calc, and the children of cor federates, baptized inar fan- 
Cy : for /ſkLmac! was admnied intv C haiCy-f.1 owſhp and full 
communion, by his perſonal coycnanting, '» Whereupon he was 
Circunicited. being grown up to ycars of drcreuon, and ſv might 
be regularly excom un cat: d, which itl.cy who never. were in 
fill communion may nur be, 2. To pr« vetiat Children were 
under «2M of a1cal ayciphne of ol, they p 0d.'Ce uncly one | ext, 
Gal.5.3, Where the Apoſtle ſpe: king of c1.cua.cfion, (nut as 
it was given cf God, and rightly uk d by Av ah, 4s « ſeal of 
te r4yHicunſnejs whith 15 ty fav RM 4411, bUTas it was abuſed 
by falle Teachers, to eſtabiſh jultihcation by twe works of the 
Law) :eftifieth toevery mts twal tt CIV#0h; cy wHul ets 4 debtor 10 
ao tve whole Law, and thati-erf. x: Chriſt jr all profi them nothmge 
Becauſe be that fer ku: h Rightecuſieſs in Circun c.1t n, is bound, 
by like reaſon, to 1eck it in other works of the Law. There- 
fors this text doth nut prove that.for wi iCh .t 1s allc dyed,v12.t. ar 
£h.:dren circumciſed in infancy, were, being 0104 N up. underthe 
exterral Molaical Watch, Diicipline, aud Governuenc of the 
Chu:ch. | : 

R-ply 2, Their Argument alſo is to be denied: Becauſe, if 
the Antecedent vere wore manf iy tue then it 1s found te be z 
Fer ti e Coniequent iS not good. | o: theie 15 Nut {wr » 411, The 

ke reaſon of thouſe Patnatc: al, and Mofaical C' un: ches, ard 
Congregatic nal Churches unucr the Golpel, Tue nc mbers of 
the Chutch, in the Parr ct, #. 7: 116, , WELE £Q CURLILUTL I Comme 
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dayes of their life, until they were caſt our, as perſccuting . 
el was, or yoluntarily departed from it, as pr. fane Eja-. did, 


. . together with his p-ſterity ; which was orde:cd by Guds ſpe- 
.  Cial Providence. to ſeparate the /jhmaelite; and Edomnt:. f om che 


1, a:lires, of whom, as concerning the fl:ſl , Chriſt came, Ron, g. o, 
As forthe Church of {{rae/, under AM oſei, 1. We do nut reade 
of: any Ordinance g 'ven them f »r caſting out their men bers for 
£$i:s againſt the Moral Law; as we Ande it to be commanded aid 


_* _ Pract {cd under. the Goſpel, x Cor. 5. 4,5 11. 2. The grown 
' *3nen bþ:rs of the Church of . /ſrar \, under Moſes, were brought 
under ſuch Diſcipline, as was eſtibl:ſhed in tbat Churcb, by a 


Jolemn Covenant, whereof all adult perions.were ,' by Gods 
Ocdinance, . to take hold perſon {/y, and to have full communion 
with that Church in a'l Legal Ordinances, D «« 26. 16,17,18, 
But we have no ſuch Ordinance, underthe Goſpel, whereby the 
grown thildren of. Chriſtian Churches are! members in full com- 


munion: of, as meer n enbers, brought urder Chucch-diſcipline, 


and Government, .in Congregational C burcbes. 
* Arg- 2. {be are wuvnm te Church, w Members thereof : 


WM and ther efore ſubjett 10 Charch-judica uv, j Cor. $12. 
Rpt}. The Argumenr is to beden.ed, in their tenſe ; nor doth. 
' TDhetext prove it: for that rext ſpeiketh if .n.en that are mem: 


bers in full communion. Such an one w.is, that. meſtons Carms 


- - $h.41,till be was taken away fo..m amon, them by Excommuni- 
: Cation,. I Co. .5.t,2,5, and ſuch were they who Were afterward 


ſpoken of in ver. 11. who were called 5re1brer, in reſpect ﬀ£ 
th.i; £1 communtor w.th tie Church, before they vere puts 
by che jufſt.cenſure of the Chuich, into. thar ſtate, wheiein the 


_ mzembe.s are 15:4 1den 10 eat wh lime. And of that. Chburch= 


$:d.catu e he ſpeaks in-v-r.12, ſaying, D mot y: + d + rhem that. 


«47 ni4nt 41, infull membe:ſh p, as will of all ©ther Ordi- 


nances, as « f Cenſures,, And indeed, ſeeing Excommunicatuth 
1s, te Calting our from comn.union ; How can any- be f .cn aily 
excoinnimicated, wt 0: were never 1n Communioa and fo with. 
the Church? Now themſtlees der,y ſuch com» un an to The adult, 


on 


| £4 9% g Waum they Call cer mcnber by (89) diluguih them tO 
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onion with the Chnrch, from their being cireamciſed. all th-+ 


4 
\ 


_— 


_ Tween us, CoNcern;ng theintant-ſceg, but, ancly coricerming adult: 


[157 
members infill communicn : therefore not ſubje& 'ro-Judicature 
of the Church, according tothe meaning of that re xc. | 

« Arg..3 [hey are Uucip'e'y and therefore under D ſeipline fa.) 
of Ch. jt» Scbool, Mart 28. 19,20, | 
* Reply. Though all Church-members are Diſciples ; infants, 
fe-crall ,in aud by their Parents coyenanting for them ; and adult 
p:rſons, perſ-r ally, by their covenanting tor then ſelves, ad 
rt erefyce both are under the Ditcipline of the Charch ſuitably: 
tw h- ir memberſh-p : the. firſt, in and under their Parents ; tre 
cond, in and by th nilelres, being in full. cou.mun.on with the 
Church 5 Yer | do not finde «ly where 1 Y ri f ure, tLat {auch ada 
ulc p.i{a S as they Call »cer Members, are ſtyled Dif. ple ,.Or 4c- 
counted 1cr:b ,5.,, [be adult perſonsin 4 -.-8 20: nuſt 6+ 
ſerve und do all Ch: iſt- Com mundment: 5 thcr: fre the: Diiciples 
there intznded, With reference ta adult peſos, are nembus in, 
full comm.un.on. ; 

« Arg 4». They are in Churchwovenant ; th. r: fore. ſutjeft tor 
ky Churc-jrypcr, Gen.17.7. .wik 18.19. | 

| Reply. Thev are not in Covenadt -e /«-, being ad:;[t. and not 

aJnitted into C: urch-communion, in .Jll the O:d n nces; there-: 
foie are nor ſubject ro Church power. That (ext in wer 17.76 
hath reſp. & el pecially to {aac vr. ' 9, foc in F «ac WAS, VADY a+ 
han, leed to bu Called,- G-.-Ziol 2a Sv ihe. ww. laren of 11e ft. jb are 
not the Chilaren of God, but 1h children of, the.,pron.. [care accumed. 
for the ſeer, Rom.9.8. and, T he Gent:ley are aduptcd tororgh fanbs: 
n.Chrilt. Gal..3. 26, for it is in Chriſt (either apprehend d by 
pe ſonal futh, as in adult p +ſons. or co preheading ch.ldren in-_ 
t] er Parents Covenant) that the C'venant is e verlaſtr» c, and:{o' 
to be perperu ily cuntinued in the Jubſtancc. of it ;; though by 
mutable ſins. f-- #9. The Coverant of, Grace js eternal, 
though it was to be v.fidly-ſealed by CIrcu 1c 11 :N, LN the caming* 
c£ Cir.ſt, and after tbe canirg of Chriſt , by. Bapriſm perp - 
tally unto tle end of the World, There 4s.no difference be- 


perfons, wav ar-, by age. in acapagiry of corenant ny for them 

k Ives and theirs.. Let theſe approve ;hei faith in Criſt, to the» 
Charitable dilceeuon of the Church,, and Ju be received, into Cons 
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yenant, and Church-cofmmmion perfonally ; and then. and nor 
oihcrwiſe they are rogulaly tuodeRt ro Church- powers Their. 
ſecond proef. from (ven 18, 194 bath been {poxea-to before, 
| when [ exa ined theic fujt A: geament. fur this third £ ropoji- 
* Jhitrs | 
« Ap. 5. They a'e Subjcfts of the K ing dome 'f Chriſt ; and 
© th refor: wnder the Laws and Government of his & v gdome, EzK, 
<«3.:.25 26 fo: | ICS 
' Kepiy. This Arg 'ment may juſtly be retorted againſt them. 
ſelves, and the Pro f. of ic, For,ith Subjects of < hrifts King- 
dome tiere'ac ant, arg voluntary. Subp &>, according to That FiO- 
phelie in { [41.110 3. and ſuch Subjects bave fu] comn. Union in 
all p-ivil-!g 5s of Chritts Kiogdome, and lo und-1 the Guverns 
ment of .t But they deny coat the meer. Mem er', of wiom 
they ipe. k, Lave communion 1n_[all the privil-dvcs of Chritts 
Ki:gdome, Therefore, they are not under ihe Laws and Goe 
vernment of it, and by Conl.qu.eace they are n6t Sub,ctts 
of it. 5 | | 


6 Arg.7. Buptiſm laves the b iptiFed of wh:ch nmber theſe ch.1- 


© dren «ie )11 a ſtu of ſut;:tlem tothe uuthorita'rwweteachiny vo; Coriſts 


& tn:(ters, 'and tothe 05 cr vation of all bis commanadmenis,Mat.28. 


© 19,20' «1d therefore tw a ſtare of ſubjection unto D cipimcs 
Ac, 4, This is not another Argumen-, bur t! e {ime with the 
_ third Argument, thuu h clthed with other-Wotdd, Thu f.ce 
the ſame Anſwer may ie: ve for tius al, 
bs Arge. 7.. Elders arc ch.ryea lo I kn hed ;Nto, .ndto fees (1, Cs 
Kb) bh iv Teuch nd Kult, 60/NÞuFc Ezek 343 4.) all ihe Elouk 7 
«7 Chrrch, over which tie Floly Glo ft 'A þ mu tem One { as, 
wi acts 20.28. Ti t ebild1en wie a pert of the Fl ch 'yp.s A owed” 
orgies ani (6 P.al' .cconnts ther , wrh1hyg to we ſ-01-6 Hlock., or - 
& Church "f E patlus, E»:i6.1, | L-: Z 
” Rep/). Be irto'thac children are part of the Flock which is 
all that I finde bt f.ve proved and tia: Efdets are char; ed tor..ke 
heed; ard to F-ed (& e. both ToanmantRyc) ailth Ft. "fiit-" 
ably, to their difte. Enr capaciti's.; yet all this Conceracth ng! ſach 
g& own petlons,cto whom they"deny full'Ci'urc..-commi:on For 
they tia; are vt competent age and uuderitandin, uu ult be orderly 


j-z ned 


joyned to the Church, by holding forth their calliag and faich in 
Chriſt to the ſaci-faRtion of the: Chu: ch, according to te Rule, 
and ſo to be received into f:Howſhip of the Covenant ard Coms- - 
munion, by their pe: ſonal rig ht, wichour which they are nor ro 
be accounted .f the Fl»ck or Church. Nor cid P. +: fo acc unt 
ſuch. Bur ti ole children noted in Evr6 1 were eitler in their 
minority and ſo he purs in their duty ip that Epiſtle @s part of their 
Carcchetical i ſtruction ; or, if they were adult they were pet- 
ſonally jovned to the « hurch in communion, and. lo were under 
the teaching and d,ſcipline of the Ci u.ch. | 
& Arg. B. ( $e:wifg 4 religion. ana Apolt.icy world neitably 
© þ,eaz wto Churches and mow. y lift by Chril. t6 prevent or heal 
& che ſ ime, whuh W 14% a lſo bran; m4 Jl C Jr6u=memvers under | 
«our dreadful 1 dgement of beany let alone tm their wickedneſs, 
«Hol.4 16,17. | | 
R »/y, 1, There is no cauſe of fear that Irrelipgion and Apoſta= 
cy will break into Churches, if the 'o-ier look well unto the 
D or: of the Lords Hou'r, that no adult perſons be r: Ce. ved into 
pe: ſ-nal Memberſhip, bur ſuch as reguarly approve their perſonal 
f ne; for all Charct-co:mmunion Or, if ſuch ey.Þ break into 
the Church, th ough the hy poce:11* of inch a+ crrep 11 #4 Awaress 
7.:d:,ve .4. yet then Chrilt ! a:h1cfraclear aud plain way to pre- 
vent and beal the ſame, by /#«: je:t:ing jurh wider (the Warth, and 
D ic:pl n+, and G 1vernment of the Churcl, But the admitting of 
ſuch adult perſons, as are not.qual. fied for Chugh communion in 
all O: d.nantes, will be found, intheifl.e, the cauſe of the break- 
ing in of Irrcligion and Apoltacy into C huiches, by the fault of 
men, who yer ws how Chriſt, and ove ſub as he reg teak, 
Mor w || the Churc! es cenſuring of fuch, prevent or heal thoſe 
evils, {ceing te blT-ch onely his own Inft.tutions, not n.ens De- 
vices, Hunane Inyent.ons uſually caule the Eyil; w!. ck they 
pretend !0 cure; as We lee in the £92 -feafts, wich brake love 
a.)ony rue. Cormunuans, I Cn. 1. 1 8---22, 2-1 houb no 
© ha:ch-way is left by Chi ft for preventin;; or beal.ng ſuc': evils 
in men that ſhould not be of the Church; yer, if they were Kept 
Out of the C hurch, till their fitneſs of comn.union ſhould ap- 
pear ; as thelecyil>, and che like, woull out incytaDly break into 
- ” ES Chucches, 
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C harches, lo neither need any C »urch-members be let alone in their 
wickedne/s, 1.eing Chriſt bath delegated the Keys of the K ngdump 
of Heaven, to. vinde and :1:{«, and DireAions how t> manage 
them toward delinquent Members'that are ordcily adn irted into 
ChurCh-communion, W«t.16.17,18,19, Nor need rhey who 
are not rhus joyned to the C bureh, be /et alone, if the Authorit 
in Famil.es. and+in the Common-wealth, be wi'cly ad faunh- 
Filly managed by the Rulers of both, to reftrain ti ofe under their 
power f on: evikconPpanies, and courſes, and ro conſtrain chem 
to a conſtant 1everent attendance to all Family-duties cf Refte 
g on, andtothe Word publickly Preach. d in Ciurch-afſcn.bl.es 
an\ co the Sar& f.i of the Chriſtian S:bb ith, as a Day o 
holy Reſt unto the Lord, Such means will b.. blefled of © br it 
to th. preventi: g ot the i ut-breakings, and fore of them to the 
bealing 0'choje 1.1 Fai h being wiou [hr jn their beart+,threough 
£iiecthcacy of the Spirit, in and by the Preacting of the Word ; 
ani{loih.y will become tit to be ceceved into Church-rembers 
ſhip and comrrun on. | : 

Hav.ng tus examined their Third Prop. ficion, I finde it diRti- 
tute of Scripture-P-oofs, and cnerefore 11ult leaye 1t, as Irregue 
lar, & d not apticcing with the '/o/4-.0n, formerly g:ven, for 
Kules of Tryai., whether Doctrines and Prutiſ> im mui cr, of 
C:urch-Order, wgree wrh the Princ-rles of Tru:t, or not, 1 pros 
cced to Examine t:eir fourth-Pcop. {1.ioh, for anſwer to the fi 
Que (tion. ol FELL | OED 

« ProPol 4. Thoſe adalt perſo1t are not theref re tobe admitted 

So fall Cummunion , meerry becauſe they are, and coninne 
© Members, without ſuch further! qual ficd 8 us as the Wo-duf 
© God reguirech therevntve The iruth bereof, they ſay, bs 
| T plane = | : : 

Rep'). Though it ſeems to them ain. yet it ſeems not ſuf- 
£C.ently cleared by their Proc foe © x, From 1 Cor. 1'. 28,29, 
© where ut t5 F.quirtly it t Wh 5 Come to the Lords Spe » be uble 
* io examine then ſelrer,andto u,ceonthe Loras Poay z etfe they will 
eat anddrink anworthity, and eat and arink dannaim, or fudge 
© ment 10 themſelves, When they partske of thts 0): d.nanct, But meer 
© memberſhip u ſeparable from ſuch abiluy to exanmie oth» jIfs 

7 | P 


: [17] 
# ,1d diſcern the Lords Body, as in the children of tht Covenant that 
&« :row up to years 1s r00 of'en ſeen, | | 
Nel, 1, The wart of fuch abil tes in che children of the 
Covenant, is indeed too + ften ſe n, throuth the too frequent 
nexlect of Pa:eats iv theu Ecucation, avd of Miniſters and 
Chuiches in rheir luſticution , and Catec! .ziny, and WatCi,ing 
over tnem : Whic! ſh uld aw kea their cirCun-ſpeRion in look ng 
narrowly £0 their titnel> For per jonal Member ſhip when tlev grow 
. upto years. | = 
. 2, Though Memberſh'Þ be ſ-parable F ov, yea d: fi tute of 
ſuch abiliry in the infant-1cc.d,or c ildren « f:hc Covenant i: their. 
minority,and thercfore rhey are nt to be adimtted unto the Corus 
S pp-- and chat text proves 1tz yet it may not be granted that when 
they are grown up To years, they are, 41d continue Men bers r Due 
larly, being through waut of that abil:ry n. t þr fo: Char h- con» 
m4n;on perſonally, For as if adult perſons, being unbapiz+d, 
"ſhould d:fire to bave the Coycn. nt, aud them Church-me:: bers 
. ſlup ſealed by Baptiſm, thy uit bold forth Faith in Chr |, 
wri,0ght in their hearts, as '/r 24, required the Eunuch, bef.re 
'thi'y may be b.prized, -4cts+ 8 36 37. So, by panty f reaſon, 
if one baptized in infancy, bein - g:own up to years, defires to 
' be jovned to the < harch by bis ow n perſonal Riglt tenult h 14 
fo: tl: his perſonal Faith in tte Son of Gd, To their Charitableſa» 
ti>faction, that they may know 1s ability ro exarmme mimſelf, and 
d.ſcern the Lids Boaz, Þ fore Gey admir him into perſonal M1 eme * 
berſtip, which infers full communion with the Church, 
« 2, They lay, that, {n ihe Ola [ejtarcn yino:zh men did cone 
. "© 11nne members of the Conrch, yet for ure onal unilearneſs they 
: © were tobe kept from full communin m the h ly things, Ley. 7+ 20, 
«21, Numb.9. 6,7. & 19.1 3,20, yea, ana the! 18 jts ana us 
© ers had ſpeciai chugey that mn ſhuuild not partake in ll the n6!ly 
ih.ngs, unleſs d-ly qualified for 1h ſun, nown-ſftanang ther * 
« member(lip, 2 Chron, 23.19. Ezek 22. 26 & 44. 7,8 y,23s 
GH .ard therefore much more m th-jc tunes, wire Moral fi ns wid 
"= Spiritual qual:fications are wanting, Men berjt1p «4 ne 15 ni {+ fo 
* fgorenr for fall communion, More was required 10 autl: pe r/ ons ea. wmg 
" ive Paſſover, then meer mem erſltp © ther: fore (o thera # row to the 
'* Lords Suppti , &C, D Keplye 
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R ply. 1, The invalidity of Proofs from the Old Teſktmeng, 
under «If :ſe:, being appl.ed to Goſpel-Ordinances under Chriſt, 
and fo this of Baptiſm under the New Teſtament, in things 
PitereoT there is not the like reaſon, hath been declared in the 


Furinhpxih, and c,hlh 'Fuyution,, with which this Proof doth not 


agree. | ; 
, 2, If the Texts alledged were applicableto Church-members 
in the times of the Golbel; yet they ſuit not the caſe in q':e- 
ſtion. *For, all men, that were accounted Members . of thar - 
J-w.ſh Church. had fall communion with that Church in all 
Legil Ord.nances ; even they that were ceremonially unclean had 
{o, b.fore their uncleanneſs, and after they were healed of theic 
wncleanneſl-s, as well as others | 
3. Particularly :- x, The typical uncleanneſs in Lewrir, 7. 20, 
21, &:. lignified; tl-at all Unbelieyers, Hypocrices, and Wick-d 
ones,that, profeſfing the Goſpel, partake of che qutward Signs 


and Scals of Grace unworihly, ao cat and drink Condemnation, or 


judgement , to themſelves 5 according to 1 Cormnth. Ix. 28,29, 


2. Thoſe in Numb. 9.6. who wereunclean by the dead, might 
notcome into the Lords Santtwary, nor into the Las Camp, as 
allo every Leper , or 09 that hath an Iſſue, Numb.g.2, Thoſe le 
pal pollutions (ignitied fin of all forts, and theremoyal of fuck 
our of the Lords Santta.iry and Camp, figured the removal of 


- feandalous and impenitent finners out of Church-conimanion, 


though they wete in it before, and the keeping them from ad-_ 
mittance.into Chucch- fellowſhip, if they were not in bef re: 
for, The unclean may Bot Come wito t'y Iſa.52.1, Any thing th.t des 
f{-1h, may m no wiſe enter intoit, Rev 21.27, 3, That Textim 
Nun6,19.13,20. cencerns one who, being defiled by the dead, 
yet preſumptuouſly came intv the Tabernacle, that is, inco the 
Court of - it, in his uncleannels, that man muſt be cut off : Others 


| Wile, if he did :t ipno aantly, he. 'was to bring a [«rifice, Lev. Fe. 


3---6. becauſe hedchiled the SanAuary by coming into it, bee 
fore he was pu-ified. This, and he nr Texts, figured, in 
ref: ence to G. ip. ]-Churches, not the diſtioRion between mece 
M mb: rs, 214 Members tn Communion, { for no ſuch d.itin- 
Quon of adult Mcmbas Was kaowa or made in that Church) 

| | but. 


# 


: [rg] 
| but thatthey ſhould not adit any that are ſpiritually unclean (as 
| all that are v.ſtoly unrexenerate are, T.:,1.15,16,) into Charch- 
communion, Ard that ticy ſhould pur avay from Church- 
-  corrmun on. by Exconni nication , ſuch as were in C burch= 
comn Union: before tuch urcl avneſs appr a ed iN Utlem; till their 
bealine ſhould be nan f ited. 4. 1 bat which 15 added, cone 
C 1N:0p ibe ct arge given to the '/ » [1+ ara Por eri,Þad btn n 01E 
fully, and {o mere truly expreff..d, if they had ſaid, The:r c: age 
Waby 1.4: men fluid not purtuke of wh ihe boly © Wg)y uhlegs wncy 
quified for the ſame, norws - ſtunanyg thei: (not Mem ber ſhi; untheir 
ſenſe but) Memberſhip m full comm: +14; wich the Chu, Forgfuch 
Men'bers the men of '/ra« were, b: fore their Legal uncleannefs : 
andrhey were allo charged to keep wut the Hiathen i ncncunefed 
in fleſb,who never were Mewbers, Thartextin E. 4-44 7 8,ve 
4 Proptcfic of the time's of the Golpel, expreſſed under. legal 
Phraſes, according to the manner uſual with the Prophets, where.n 
the Gotipel-Churcbes, and their Officers, are forewarncd (by the 
_ exarr ple of the Jews, under the Old T« Rament, with whom 
Go Was bighly offended for the like abomination) not to admit 
| fuch A are uncircun cried in Heart into Churctsfell>wiſhip, to 

dfile the Lords SanRuary, which is (not now, as then it was, @ 
materia: Houſe, but) a Society of Saints, called, :-» bly Leneran 
1109, « Riyal Prieſthood, an buly N «ibm, a pecuiar People, that they 
might thew forth the Viigues of him, who hath called them out of 
darkne 5 tio bis marycliexs light, 1 Pet. 2.9, Such men therefore 
as cannot approve themſelves to tt.e C hurches charitable judges 
_ ment, ty anſwer this deſcciprion, in lome meaſure, ſhuuid not be 
received into Church-tell.wſh'p. - 

Whereas they adde, that ** If re was required to adult perſons 
i cating. ihe Huff rver , then meer Member ſe-ys therefore ſo there 
. 45 now 16 the L1r ds Suppere . 
Reply. It js true. that more then that Memberſhip, which 

they h:dinrcheir inf ney, or rf invrity, was required in adult per- 

_ fons tocat the P.ffl ver. For, x. When they became adult, 
they were to Covenant ſolemnly with the Lord, and lus People, 
in thcir-own perſons, Dew/.26. 17, ©c. Whereunto beart fitn« is. 
Was neceſſary, that their perſons and ſeryices So cccepng | 

| - M8 | 
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of God, in that Church-communior, T1/a. 56 4, 5. with Den; 
3:6. 2. This beart-fitneſs was alſo to be exerciſed, when they 
w-ieto eat the Paſſover, ſuitably to the nature, end, and uſe of 
that O:dinance, 2 Chroyx.30.6---9, 18,19, &c. Ttus they were 
to k:cp the Paſſover, once every year, all the daves of tbeir life, 
Bill C»-1ft 7 P jſover was come : Since hich time irvs ſp ritu- 
ally to be k«pt by Believers under the Goipel particulriy, in 
Our £011 municating at the Lo. d> Table) 1n remewbr: nce Cf bis. 
Peat! , avd+of ouc Redemption thereby, unt;Il be come, 1 «0.5, 
7.8 _ 11.25326, but ll tley that. dideat tle Pl ver, were 
Me ..bers in fullcon miinion- T he Memberſhip ©f ad'i]Jt per- 
'{. n+ then was not a meer Membe-ſhip, but a Memberſhip .n 
full © hurch-con:munion; So it 0ugh: to be now. 
© They fay, Tough all Mien birs of the Cinth are the Subjels 
cc of 4 piifmmy they 4 44 their CHLATED , zet all embers may not 
* partuke of the Lords Supper, as ts furiher manifeſt from the dife 
& ferent natwe'f Baptiſm and th: Lords Supper, &c, 

Reply. 1, Chu:ch-memberſhip infers ſuch Church-com- 
 munion, as is {u.table ro that Memberſhip. The Memberſhip 
of tie ch 1d-en of Co: ft derates, in minority , infers Church+ 
conimunion, fo fac as they are capable of it, in and by their Pa-' 
zEnts covenanting for them. being not capable of covenanting 
for thenif- Ives : Hence they ha:'e communion with the Chu-ch 
by bei: s bap.'zed 1 C.:.12.13- So the Church-menberthip 
of adulc pe:f. ns, wf.rs Church-communion in all Ordinai-ces, 

'= Particularly 11 the Lo ds Supper, 1 Cor 12.13. and in Votng 
w'd Cepſares, 1 Cer. 5.12. I heicforeno adult perfon may be 
rec: ived into mce Member”, reg larly, untill he be qualified 
firls for other O:dinances and fog Voting and jud..i1g in ChurC..- 
affairs, 1 Co Foil2- 07 uch for the fourth Propoſition, | 

«© F:opol, 5, Their fifth i ropolit.on is : Churchnembers, 
** iV/19 WETE 44141 16U 144 114480: 14, Unaerſtanding the D thrine of 
* Faith, ard prublicely profe(ſing tluar aſſent ibereunto, not ſcars 
** ddous in lf, and jolenn'y owning the C wven..n before the 
* Cher ,wh- cn they gre enp themſelves and thi: children to 
© toe Lord, and | t;elt themſclyes to the Governmen; of Cor ft 
©. 8 Bee (Haar w1/ > t agtr ChuAren are to be bapiizgds. 
| At Je 


ſ2r} 
Reply. This Propofition agreeth not with one tenth Pofirion; 
where more is declared, from Scripture, to be required unto. 
Chucch-memberſhip, inrc ference both ro infants and aqult per- 
ſons, then is bere expreſſed. Yer, ſav they, © /b:x i evident from 
« the Arguments f.ll»ywinge But to him who ſh:]l duely examine 
their Arguments by tie Light of the Werd and Spirit of God, 
in the New Teftament, tie Propofitiun w.ll apprar to be not 
evidenced by them, as we ſhall evince, by the help of Chciſt, in 
examining the particulars. 
_& Arp.1., Tſe chidren ave partakers of that which © the 
* mail gromdy baptiting any wu em woa'ſueve: 3 and neither the. 
&« 1 1yenti nor the children dv pt in any barre to hinder it, T his they 
endeavour to prove in the two parts of it, feyerally, 

'© 1. Tra ithy par'ake of that wouh 15 the mum ground of bas. 
© prying any, they ſay, i clear 3, Becauſe mereſt tm the Covenant 
«* 5 1he main ground of titleto R-priſm: annihs mfunts hives 

Revly. The Parents muſt be fatly qu..lified before they may be. 
adm:tted to Coyenant with the Lord, and his Chu:ch, for tbems. 
ſelves and their children : Elſe the Covenant will be p:ofaned ;. 
and ſuch covenanting cannot regularly give them, and their chil- 
dren, an intereſt in the Covenant, and ticle ro Baptiſm, The Pa=- 
rents, or adult perſons, regularly admitted to Covenant, muſt be 
B. levers in Chriſt, 2ffeQually called, in the ci aritabl- judgement 
_ of the Church, judging according to Rule : for co ſuch 01. 1y, 
and th-ir ſecd, is the Promiſe, or Covenant, Ac. 2.29 If the 
Primitive Churches bad not « xactly looked for t}is qualification: 
1n the men whom t.iey admitted unto Churc}-mr.eu.berſhip, the 
Apoſtles neitber could, nor would have ſtyledthoſe ro w'om they 
Wrote their Ep.ſtle., beloved of G4, called. 54mis, Romal.7e 
Sanitificd m Cruriſt 7eſuus, 1 Cor. 1.2. Faithful im Chriſti 7. muy, 
Eph I.l. Saints m Chriſt fejus, Phil.1.1. The Chir ih whit ts ih 
G-Ut - Fuher, and m ihe Lora few Cl) iff, » The ſl 1.t which 
they d d nor by th? judgement of Infall:-bility, f o.n Dtyine Re- 
wlation, but from the pidg-ment of Charity, f.om whar they. 
beard of them, an4ſaw inthem,. Xom.2.8, 1 Cs 1-4 Et Is 
IS,'G. (vole 3.450 7 2.5. Lhtele35,6,7, 1 Triffel:3 45 296 
\ Therefore, wict cas they lay, | 

Ty - D. 3. © That, 
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@ That « Member, or one im Covenant, as ſuch, 1s the ſwbjeB® of 
« Beptiſm, i further clearedin Prov To | 

R pl. Tip light which that P:op. (ition hoIdeth forth for 
Clearing this is in one clauſe, wh.ch is here onnited, v4, Ace 
Coratny 10 Se IpIMYCs & They thu actor d.ny to Sc p'u'c are Meme 
cers of the viſt.l: C urch, arc the ſubjetts of 5 priſn, &&, Now, 
accordinp to Scripture, the Coyenant was differently adminiſtred, 
in different times cf rhe Charch. Under -+ vw it was ad-- 
miniſtred by Circumciſion to all that wee of his Hunle, and ts 
thcic ſeed abiding in his Faniily : For the Chutch was then onely 
in Abrahams Family, 2nd' after him in the Fawilies of /ſaac and 
7.icob, until - Me je ;5 yer even then the Circumciſion of all 
Parents did not intereſt their feed in the Covenant. and firſt Seal 
of it. as may be ſeenin the Poſterity of Eſa,and of Avrahans 
hinſelf by Kerwrah 2. Under Me, it was adminiſtred to 
the twrlye Tribes ſaitably unto that Ceremonial and Typical 
ſt ue of r>e'Church, which was then National, Ucwr. 4. 7, 8. 
and the Profclytes, who wer: then add''d to them, were to be or- 
. dered by the {ſame Laws With the Prople of 'fracl ; for, -rcceſ® 
ſoriuum [equitur nataram Pr meals. This admiriſtration cf the 
Covenant was, according to the Scriptuce of the Old Teſtz- 
went, until Chriſt came ; under Chrift, ti e Covenant is adminis. 
fred, according to what hath been exp efſed in the Poſitions 
formerly noted ; particularly, the tenth Pc ſition. 
> 2 The theſe children have mereſt tm the Covenant, they ſay, 
< appears; Is Becauſe if the parent be m Covenantythe chude # @iſo, 
= &C. Bnt the parents m q"-eſ{zon are mm Coretiart, 8c, 

Keply. 1. Adde, Accoramg ro Goſpel- Rakes, prven by Chriſt unto 
Ch i/tuun Churches for adgputtance of perions ſpirunally fit for Church= 
Coven int and communion, Thus ; 1f Barents be in Covenant, 
according to Goſpel-Rules, the irnfa=t-childe. or childe in mi- 
nority, is fo alſo; cl{c the Prop ſiuon muſt be denied : That 
deing added, the Afſun/prion is to be denied. Then, according 
to that addition it may be granted alſo, that, if the Parent ftand 
in the Church, ſo dutt the childe in infancy, or minority, among 
the Gentilesagw, as well as among the Jews of old, Rom. Is 
16,20---22, They lay, ” 1 is unheard of i» PCripinre, that rhe 

"ev 


ee s .of the Covenant! flops at the infant childes - R-ply, Nar 
as: _—_ Fac but at ! rigs; =, or Parent, #4 breaks 
the Coveranr ;. and that the pragreſs of the Covenant ſtops there 
f 01: the ch.ldren allſc;, itis not unheard-of in Scripture: for the 
Scrip.ure bath told us of the topping of the Covenantin //k- 


macl, Eſau, and Abrahams poſterity by Keryrah, aſter they were 


ſent away from the Chuich in [/aac's family. Nor do their 
Reaſons prove the Aſſumption. = : 

The fiſt is, ** Been they were once ty Covenant ,. and never 
& {nice diſcovenanted. If they had not beew once m Covenan', they had 
&« not warrantably been baptiJed z and they are ſo ſiill, excipt m ſome 
© way of God they have been difcoavenantcd, caſt ont, or cnt off, which 


© poſe have not been, 


Reply. 1, If they had not ſpiritual fitneſs. for the Covenant, 
Parents, or adult perſ.;ns were nor regularly in Covenant, nar 
aretheir children in infancy, or mir.ority, warrantably bapt.zed. 
And, when rt:ofe infants are grown up, though they have nor 
been dilcoyenanted', by being caſt out, or cut off from their 
Covenant-relation ; Fyet they are diſcovenanted , by their vio- 
lating their Parents Covenant for them, through cheir not per- 
formir-g that wheceanto they were Engaged es, in that, wl.en 
they became adult, they did not regularly enter into Covenant 
with the Lord and his Church, for themſelves and theirs, as their 
. Parents, if they were.godly,'did, Rym.2 25. 2. Thoug' they 
ſay , ©© Pcrſons once in Coycnant are not broken off from ity ©coras 
© ;, Scripture, (ave for notorious fins , and mcorrigtbleneſs therein, 
« whrch a not toe caſe of theſe Parents, Yet ifthey break off thera= 
felves, by breaking the Covenant which was ſealed by Baptiſa 
in their infancy,or minority.; they thereby deprive then ſeive> of 
&e benefits and priviſedpes of the Covenant, as. it hart becn 
Proved. And, in ſuch a caſe, they are to be looked at, Lke tile 
'of whom fo-n ſpeaks, 1 f/-4.2.19. | 
 «& 2, Becavſ: the tenonr of rhe Covenant is to the fart bful 
« x4 their ſeed after them in their. gen:r411045, Gen 17.7. cv 
"©: 10 4 (hOf 4114 yenerdiion:y. 1. Co condiiionally, provided Mut the Par 
Cat fe ce ſively do Continue 'o he keepers of tho Covi'B-t t5 Ex* * 
” 20 6, Deut.7.9,11. Pal. I Q5.8 which zbe Parents itt qa ſiron 
«76 
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© aye, becauſe they are not (in Scrip ure account in this caſe) forſakeys 
Gor rejetters of the Ged and Covenant of therr fatyers : ſee Deut, 
« 29.25,26. 2 Kings 17.15-- 20 2 Chron. 7.22, Deut 7.10, 
Kepiye 1. Theterour of the ovenant nc 17,7 12d (as 
it hath been f.rmeily noced) a fp: cialrefſp: & unro {[ſaze ver. 19, 
forin Iſaac was Acruhan leed'to be called, © en.21.12, So the 
C/1itdr en of the fleſh are not the" children cf G :\, but '-< C-1:luven uf 
the prom ſe are Uccounted for the ſ..,, Rom. 9.8. T be fealirg f 
this Coycrant tothe Poſterity of 1/aac and 7 acob, bv Circinicye 
fi -n,was to continue thi oughonr their generations, till the con.ng 
of Chriſt, The Covenant .n the tenour of at, is, for ful-ftance, 
the ſame tous as ir was to them: (:hovgh the ©uiward Sig is. a:.d 
manner of 4:{per:ſing it, d.ffec) it being eſtabl ſhed by ri e bluod 
o' Chriſt, Lic 1.69,72,73. 4Hct,13.20. Tle extending the 
Couvenant ro 4 thouſana gener altun'y thern{elves ſay, JO CondAllior.f'y. 
proviacd that the Parents [ Cceſſively do © nrut.ue tv be keepers rf the 
Cryenun,, Such a ſucceſſion in the © ovenant, through Faith. is 
notto be fund even in the beſt Churches tht ever were in the 
'world fora tt 01ſfand;o. an hundred generations : Bur ſuch the 
Parents in queſt.on are net. | For. thu ph they are nor ſuch fur- 
Jakers and r&: &ers of God, and the Covenant of their fatl ers, 
as ti Ey Whoiie ſp kencf in Dewt.:9 25 26 2 Kirgs 17. 15-- 
'20 2Chrox.7.22, Yet, befides that g fs, Idulatry, there 1s a 
ſpicitu.| Mvlarry .-in ſcandalous Covetouſicls, Cj} 3.5. and. 
Worldly-n.indedneſs . whereby men forlake and rej'&t G .dand 
'Þis Covenant, to {crve the World, 4 6. 24. 11.6. 17, 
x 1.2.15. to theſe, therext alledyed by then in /"*# 7. 10s 
m'y fi-iy beapplicd; and they fortake the Covenant of God, 
&s / ».4 4. and ſich may they b', why aniwer allthe ers of 
Deir ff i; Þ: opoſition, externally. and viſioly. Now, t: e Ke» 
{.Sion of tuch te» no betrer then tr:ar of the Sh:uhemie , Who look 
upon then: the Religion f the jews aad were cirCumciled «nly 
for worldly ends, en 24. 22.25,2 4s Such Religion will cid in 
Apoſtacy, in times of Pcrſecation for the Tinth, 4.1.13 21, 
*& 2, {vat thre Parents queſtt-n du not put a barre 10 Þ .der 1herr 
* ch:laren from Bayuſn,; they lay, #s plans from the weras of rhe 
* Propoſition, GCC, ny BO, 


Replhe 


” nm 
Rep T> Notwithſtanding what is ſaid in the Propofition? 
' Parents may pur a bar to binder their children from being bapti« _ 
' ze regularly, A man may do and be all that is there required, q 
yet hive ro Faith in Chriſt, bur be an unregenerate perſon ; and 
that will pur a bar to hinder himſelf and his infant-ſeed from — 
entring into the Kingdowe of God, foh.3. 3,5, and, by conſe= 
- quence, from rhe Seal of entrance. 2. Nor can. they prove 
chat all adulr perſons, whom they admit into perſonal and immes« 
diate Men þci ſhip, are ſuch asthe Prop. ſition defſcribeth. For, 
. Tdewand, Doth y all underſtand the Di Etrine of Faith? W! at 
Courſe JO! ey roketo k. ow it ? If they do not their publckly 
pi. fiflug it wr atflent th<reun:o, is a rceer mockery. A Faucets 
like ſayivg the D. Erine «f Faith, and an ignorant #ſſcnt there= 
unto, May j.ſtly bc a bar of grols Ignorance, Att e.ſm, and [n- - 
fidcl-ty. and Hypocribe. 4-419» brought the Eunuch to unders 
ſtand wtart he read, before it could becomea word of f.ith to 
him, i4:8. 2, Noris literal underſtanding wv hat they Jffcnt 
to, ſufficient to rewo\ EC all bars : Tixſe the Devils do, fr .2-19e 
e- rigs 1 f rnonng and affen:mg, mult be added, Such @ 
manner f knowing, whereby the Church may judge Lat Chriſt + 
1s |ct into t, e Soul, A> Reverend Mr. Hooker was wont to lay, 
SHCH « prof (ſ a Aſſet, as hath 4 p'« fejjed Conſent joyned with ut, 
1/4.1.1>. Such a manner of kncwing and conſenting, as produ- 
cerh Obedieuce owing from Faith : wh.ch is the next end of 
the Miniſtcty of che G: ipel, 4&1. 5. & 16.26, Elle, rey 
are Ae flicery at.A unuilieuing, fo wht no:virg Po, pieces but evm har 
7 inde 4nd conjcience us dejiled, who profeſs thai ihey know Gor, tm 18 
Few works they aetly -, Tit 1.15 16, 3 And chough © cy 
are not {candaluus 1n I fe, but je1mn:y own ibc C-uveuart tj 
i: Coarw, wherem the) give up themſelves ana ther children wthe © 
Lira, and [ſubject therrſclyes ro the Goperns.cmt of Chriſt in 6s 
Churc/: ; yetalltheſemay be affirmed of many who nave . jor. of 
foal nej,, bi a 7 11.4 power thereof: From ſuit, Pa.. (who tau, Lt 
him how be ought to behave hun ſclf mn the Huuje of CO. , Wh: i« . 
the i.karco tc bomg God, the pillar and £10 :nd of Trwih, - 
I Tim..3- 15.) warned T:-,vtky to twrn awiy, 2 Tim. 3. 57 
4. But are all the adulc perſons, Ws they aduut into ——_— 
: | ip 


"1 
ſhip, ſuch as the Propoſition deſcrib's? Do they tike 2 riche 


- courſe to know they are ſuch? t, Thar they are no: [candiloms wy 


life : What teſtinony or certain knowledge have they. that the 
Chutch way confde in, that they f equent not Iole an] vain 
Company in d {orderly | N.ght-mecting\. at unlcaſonable hours, 
andin {uſpete places, in unwarrantable Gamings and Dcink- 
ings, 5c * notto ſpeak of otherevilss 2 H wad they 5 /mmn/y 
omwnthe Crymm be fore the Cyarch* when lome of them having 
publickly ſaid, They do own it ; bing afterward asked in pri- 
yate, Wat -is the Covenant which you owned? anſwered, [ 
do not kNuWe. Ze. AS for their Sabjetting them. [es ro the Coverne 
met f Criſt mthe Canrch ; Bo they orderly ſubmit to the Gy- 


yernment of their Family-Govyernoaurs, Parents and Miſters, 7c ? 


If the Church know not that, Hyw can they expe chat they 
will really fubjeRt themfelves to Chriſt's Government -in the 
Church? Yea, if they have not beer v-.4ry and b:4vy loader, and 
then cameunto Chriſt, they are not fit to take his yoke and bur- 
then upon them, CM atheli.28,2g9. I proceed to their ſecond 
Argument, LE | oY 
& Arge. 2+. The children of the Parents in queſtion are either chil 
& dren of the Covenant, or ſtrangers from the Covenam ; euher buly 
« or unclear, either within the Church or within. , ether [uch as haye 


© God for their God, or without God in the world, But he that con- 


E idereth the Propoſition, will not affirm the latter concerning theſe 
* childres : and the former being gramed, 'infers their right to Bas 
* pt1/2, 

y/ <P The more ſeriouſty I conſider their Prop: ſicion. the le{s 
Tfindein it, toevince the former, and the more, to conclude the 
latter; v:7. Thatif a man haveno more then the Propoſiion 
holds forth, he may be a ſtranger from the Covenant, unclean, 
and withour the Church, in Scripture account R.-:.9 6,7 8. and 
without God in the world ; through wane of faich in Chriſt, 


 wiereby the heart is purificd, and men baye an intereſt in Cluilt, 
 -  andinGod through Chniſt.. | EE | 


* Arg. 3. Lo deny the Propoſition, would be I, To ſtratien the 


| Eprace of Crrijt m the Goſpe!=i1fpenſation, &C. - 2. To render the 


a Wpuldren of the Icy .when they ſhall be cAuedy tn worſe condition 
| [| | then. 


— i» 
« ;hen under legal Admmiſſrations, comrary to Jer. 30 10. Ezek.37; 
«25,26, 3» To deny the application of the initiatory Seal to ſuch 
« 44 regularly ſtand m the Church and Copenant, &C, 4. To break 
© (/oas Covenant, by denying the umitiatory Seal to thoſe that are in 

« ,ovenan', Gen. 17.9,10,14. 

Reply. The contrary to all, and eyery one of theſe, is true, 
For, I. Itenlargeth the Grace of Chriſt in the Goſpel-diſpenſa- 
tion by ſhewiny that Chriſtian Churches are in a more ſpiritual 

| andgracCiuus f:ame and itare, then the Jews of old were, under 

Le;:al D:\ſpenſations : which therefore are not continued and 
- pagired by A natural lucceſlin, as that National Church was, 

ut by Gods ling them wih an holy calling, according to his purpoſe 

@d gr..,z2 Tim 1.9, andadding thereby to the Chriftian Church  - 
ſuch as, iptheir charitable judgement, ſk..ll be ſeved, Ats 2.43» 
2. It declareth chat the ſtate of the Jews, when they ſhall be. 
called, will be far better then it was under Legal D.ſpenſations, 
yea, then tbe condition of the Gentiles is now. For, under the 
Law, their light and hclineſs was defRive, and Chriſtian C! ure 
ches now, how careful ſoever they be in point of adwittance, 
cannot avoid the creeping in of Hypocrites: but the Jews,v hem 
they ſhall be called, ſhall have a far greater mealure of ligbt and 
. balinefſs then was to be found in f.rmer ages of the Churches, | 
and al] the Members of the New /er«/.lem, ſhall be El. &, twey 
and their children ſucceſſively ; and no Hy pocrite ſþall be» ingled 
_ with them,Rev,21.0-22,, 3. Nor doti the denial of the Pic-po- 

ſition,infer a denial of the application of the initiatory Seal to ſuch 

as ſtand regularly in the Cburch and Covenant : bur the cuntrarys 

4.Nordoth it break Gods Covenant, by denying Baptiſm to foch as 

ate regularly in Covenant, Thele are Accuſatiofs without Proof. 
* Arg. 4. Confederate viſible believers, though but mm the loweſt 

7 d: gree,(uch ure to hive their children baptized : But ths Parents in 
'* queſtion are corfede. ate viſible Pehevers, -t leaſt im ſome degree 

: oye The p4jw being granted; the mmor is dented- For, 
T. Allthat is ſajd in the, Propoſition, may be affirmed of ſundry. 


That aye not viſible ſaying Faith in Chriſt, in the loweſt degree. 
Therefore tl ele are no ſufficient es for charity to account 


uhm Belieyers, ip Chyſt, ip the 


caſt degree, Let them that are 
E 2 » | to 


— 
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to be admitted into Member ſb,p, by the'r perſonal righr, ſhow 
how Faith was wrought, a:.d how it works 10 then, in the loweſt 
depree : then the Church will bave ſome pround for their Chas 
ritable j1dgement concerning their firnels for regilar C burch. 
memberſhip and communion. 2. Nr are ih* ch.lden .Ff the 
odly, qual:fied but as the perſons in the Prep. 11 ior's, laid to be 
- fulin /.c.1,6. whether we under ft.nd that | exr ina Mor]; 
or Spiritual ſenfe : The firſt, is a fruit vf Moral Principles and 
Education; tHef- are ſhort of the quil:hcarions in the Propo- 
ficion: The lecond, isa fruit of rhe Spirit - G /.5.22. Thefeare 
Believe's in Chrift, 4s 16. 15. 3 Epiſt /ch. ver. 5. and -are 
qualificd above what the Propoſicion requ.reth, 3. They lay; 
* Chi dren of the Covenant, as the Pa-en's in queſt ate, have fre 
& quently the beginnings of grace wrought in them mm younger years 5" 
* Hence thes ſort of perſuns, ſhewing nothmy to the contrary, .rt mn cha= 
< rity, or to Eccleftaſtical reputation, viſible Believer, | 
Rl. 1 'tremains tobe proved, that the Parents in queftion 
are children of the Covenant: They were children of the Co- 
ye:antin tl eirinfincy and minority; and bound thereby, when 
they became a.iulc, toy covenant for themſelves and thr feed, in 
their own perſons, being fitly qualified, astherr godly Parents did! 
Þ: fore them: If they, being grown up to be men, perfur n not this 
Covenant, they cannot fitly be called Cilaren of ihe Coven 
but [ra"/preſſnurs of the Covenun, nd Breakers of it, ' 2. The 
Argument is fallacious : Some childien of the Covenant have. 
Fad: tte bey rn.ngs of grace manif ſt'y wruuchi w them mw younger 
Je41#: Therefore all perſons off 1has jort, ſh:ws"g nothing 10 the cou=- 
trury, are m charity, or *o E-clef.iſtical ”:pMt «yon, vi{ile Bilere ys. 
Fhis Ai g1ment 1s to be denied: both becau'e it arvues from 
ſome Particulars, to irfer a General affirmatively ; and frem that. 
Which is poſitively manif: ſt, in ſome, to p: ove tt.e fame to bein. 
_ otbers, in whom it. is not pofitively manitelt, but o»ely they. fhew 
potting to-the contrary :' which makes them at beſt Buc, Diega= 
Live Chriſtians, whick ts act to be Chriſtian indeed... 
« $-. They lay, 1 hey ih1.40 are reumlarly .n be Church ( 4s the. 
EC Barems my queſtion are ) are viſible Samts : for the (burck is W79 
eo SOVIPERT AGCONDI) 8 CO pin] of * Suttty 3, COL Th F3o. BC ToZe 
| | i Kepe 
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'F- 1. Both their Aſſertion, and their Proof of it, are to be 
a ed.” 8. Ihe- F}M rf.on is Not true, That the -arervts in que-. 
Rfonarcrn gia ly in the Churc), Infants. and chillrem in inj-" 
purity of co::f drrate Bel: Irvers, are in the « hu ch, by their Pa- 
re ts Covenant ng Fete, 1C,..7, 4. But Parents are Nt re» 
s |::yt: theChurch,t)], f Fi ficly qualifred they covf-derate 
fv þ wr fclves, and thei: chikiren und raye, At; 2. 39 bong 

al-hed according to rhat Prophefie concern ng ec tin e- of: 
the Gelpel, in / . 56.6, 7. 2. Tre Proof is not appoſice: 
fu, Þ 4 wrote that Ep Re to the adulr Mn bers regularly ads" 
' mitited un! © fall communion with the Church ar Co #: -, whom, 
he (tvlettt, 5:e--ct.fiid m Coriſt Jeſus,' 1 Cor. 1.2, and ſuch were 
they 'ol- wh- »m he {p:. ks in «ll the Chnrcge: of the 5.3. , I Cor. 
Ih. Kg 'Burtte Penis in queſt? On, being” » cer Membty i, r:08 ith 
full communion, are nor regularly approved of the Churctro be 
gen 1+ Thetc fore this co icerns not then. = 

* 5. lhey lay, Leiny m Covenant, and beptced, they have 

5m ran anu Rpent nie marfiuitely given to them wm the Promiſe, 'and 
6 jcaled;n bapiife., Drut. 30.6, which contmues Va, a, and Jjo« Va. 
& ,;4 reſti.ony for them, mb le hey aomnrijecd ts 

R ; ly. Reverend Mr.C.rton was wont to ſay, E& child-en have 
the grace. .f the Coven.m:,vit Fur h and Repentrce &C, given tothe, 
3» and by the Covenan'ymd ſealed by Baptiſm, Deut. 30.6, but the reſt 
have onely the Copen.au of Grace, for external mears'f grace, proven wm 
the Promiſe, and ſealed by Bap'if+ Hill they rejeft them This teſti-. 
rony is true, and this diſtin&tion is grounded upon Scripture, 
K-m.11 7. andit is neceſſary, to preyentthat Opinion of U» = 
ye-ſal 5apriſm-Grace, which the A71mmans improve to tftabliſty. 
their darigerous Errour of the fat and total” Apoſtcy of the Sams , 
f-0» Grace.” But God, who hatF promiſed; is fairhful.; and'will/ 
ds accordingto bis Promiſe, work:ng tff,Aually inthe EjeR, ia 
bis-appointed time, r}.0 redte promifed in'the Covenant, ſo power- 
f.#lv rat rhey' ſhall not refea- it; the reft fN:1] have the out - 
wadimeans of 'Gface; according to hi Promite, tilt they tejet ' 
them, as E/:u did. Te theſe, Faithand Repentance are qt ifj- ' 
c&fanitaly givep inthe Promiſe, and fealed'by outwanf Baptiſc; 
Sueichor vas ivgver inches. Promiſe; and ſealed by:outward Cir- 
E. 3, auncilion: 


; = 'p| TW 1 : : 
- eumciſion indefintcly: ro thoſe who, when they became adult, 
brake the Covenant. ' Whercupon #44 diſtingu:{h. d the jews 
and Circumc fi -n0, Rom.-2.28 29. and an{werable thereunto ig 
Peter) diſtin&t:on of B-prilm I Pet. 3-24- Tie: fre ſuch ds . 
rejc the oftcrs of G ace as all that I:ving under the m. a,.s of 
Grace rema;n unb levers; do ar. :3;37e cannut be ſaid ro 
have Faith and Repentance indefinitely £:v.n to them in the Proe 
miſe, in tl at lenſe, wherein that phraſe 15 uſed in 2 Puelige ©» 
©, They adgde, 7 #' aur nv! eyſnruy jor tnat thije perſons ; 


© are 19mediaily fit for the Loras Supper, GC, | 

Rep'y. If they haye Faith and Repenran.e given them under 
God, Hand in the Covenant, and tealed by B.ptiln ;; and'if, 
they da lo ective them, that it continues Vid} andſq 2xald : 
tefti:nony for tiem : What can hinder; regularly ſuch £hurch-, 
members frum p,rc.king of tue Lords Supper, - © They lay, 
« Bectrie, bv 4g they are in Alutu: d: of 6xp ejj101.y tu be aicountcd: 
« -1/able Believers, or in numero fadelium, as even wmjants m covenant 
are, yet th:y want ths ab.lity of examinung themſcluei, aud.that 
* peciat exeraje of Farch, which i requaſpe 10 this, Or dzanccgaa was. 
© {2d upon the fourth Propoſsruon, Es ”, 

. Reply. 1, If any man ſpeak y let hins ſpeak, as the Oracles of God, 

I P:1.4.11. The. New Tefta'rent no where alloweth that lati- 
tude of ſpeech. t» call mzn vitble Blievers, who never were re- 
gularly joyned tortat uy nber, nor fily qual.fied to r.ke hold of 
the Coyenant' perſonally fir ti emſclves and their childrens : 

| 2. Nor canthey be accounted B:lievers, or in the number .F- Be- 
lieyers, as infants are, why are lo.,ked at ovely as in their-Parents.. 
Coyenant, being not capable of covenanting for themſelyes, as - 
men are: Sv that there is not par 7.4144 betwegn them, -3> ! Viſt- 
ble want of, ability. to examine chemlelyes, /ayd of that ſpecial 
exe'Ciſe of Frith which ithrequiſite co rhat Ocdinance, argues a, 
viſtÞlz want f chat Faub wh C:iis to be-examined and exerciled, 
and is a juſt bar ro the adnayrance, of ſuch into immediate and ; 

_ p4ſonal Chuch-peaberſbyp”,..as well  49the Lords, Sup-, 
FAAM > Roenc. in. fot Ab; ie 74 
** Afge 5: The denial oft Baptiſm 16.the cbv/erty ih queſtions h4:h 
4 dyngerous tengenty. io r1ehgion and Apoſtacy ; becanje v. _ 
$0078 
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4 them, and i the children of the Church ſutceſ vely;. to have any 
& pert in theo”, whics\ 2s :9e way totmake them ceunſe from fearing: 
'& (he Lore, Joſh. 2 $2:23;707» 

Kep!v. The ch:l:en in qr ſtion,are children of Parents who are 
"nat members in full com union with the hurch,and ſo not rept 
-Jarly Pei {on; il Mcm bv X'S. If uct 1-& The.r chikt» enibe dentd to tave 

-any ra:t in the Lord, it ts the degenerate Parents, not the Chut- 
*che+ fault. T1 hey whoa e not in Chu:ch-comimunton, cannet 
regul.uls communicate unto rheir irfant-{ed a right and ritlero 
B prilm, which is the firit v.flole Seal of Chuch-commmniion, 
-2. 0.12.13. 2, It is not-true, thar the Churches denyi ing Ba- 
"Pciſm) ro the children inc qic ſ&.on, iva denial of the children cf the 
ay tO have any paitin the Lori; fri (ich are nts, accord- 

2 to Scripture Rules. cid en of the C hurch ſucc: ſſively : for 
_ - Parents have cutoff the-Entail of the Covenant from them - 
&lves a: d their ſeed, by their not confederar ng for themſelves 
and cheirs regularly. 3, That this vemts/ a + a dangerous te 
" AenCy T, Irreligion And A poſtacy 1s not-Proved by them, nor can bes 
That Fext in /oſ.22.24,25. ſpeaks nothing for the:r advantage 
in this cafe ; for the men there ſpoken of, were Members in full. 
"communion with the Church of Frael, and their children, when 
they were grown up, were j 'yned in Corenant perſon ly, ad 

 Inamediately wirh the: Lord/ and bis Church, by a ſokwin Cove- 
"nant, every third vear, Dc .26; £7.18.” which was to cominue 
in C.-4anhron hout their generations, till the comir g of Chrilt, 

Ss thatrkey had a part in the Lord fucceſfively, from which if- 
' they had been excluded cauft: flv, it m.ght bave can'ed heir Chil- 
* Q-en to-ceale from fearing the Lord * Br Chriſt hath not #P= 
Pinced: any ſach Ordinatice, to evntinue ſuch a tucceffionin 
Coin Chnrches'untder the Goſpel. © Thert fore the Textin 
7- «., doth notbing'ar all conce:1i Ne children of Parents 'in. 
 queſtinn, 

he tendency off the lowing 1 Diſecurle i is to prove, that- 

6 The owning of meu? en of 119; f5\1 v4 IT jjrocly E:11ne 1m Cos 


* venant 10be a pattof the Charch, uſe fr” Yom being deſtruttive ; 
<20 the pry aud proiferiry of thi C:mrch,avd Revigion therem, that 
be £018 ampitaiton belongs to the cont ary Tenencs: 


Reply, 


— 07 | 
Reply, They, who ſo conceive, have ſuch grounds of that Pero 
fw fi'n, asw ll nateaſily te ren.oved. nor are {o much as ſhaken 
 byany t ig faid in their Book. I will.ngly grant, rbat « /eck 
Tv ce more ty thin (Ye Kul, w.1 eVET *N-4 ins tnpurtty in the TILT & 
| but that cannot be cruly applied to thoſe who conceive herein fc- 
cordirg to Goipel Rules. Lec them allo grant, tl:at ro increafe, 
continue, and propagate Churct-es undcr the G-tpel, by reans 
not ordained by Chriſt inder the New Teſtumem, bur oppoſice, 
therewito, is to pather without Chriſt, wh.ch will ever end in 
ſcattering .nh-1ifſuc,- and rhen, What will become of t! e purity 
and ti perity of Chrittian Churches ? Itis true, that the frame 
of che C overa..t cuns, T 5u4 and to our ſeed ajler #64 'n thetr LEnes 
Ya 01+; but it ruſt be underſtood and applicd ſuitably to the dife* 
ferent conſtitution of Chuiches, under diff-ient admin ſtrations 
of the Covenant, under tbe Old Teſtament, and under the 
Gol.el. 2 E 
© They ſay, that, To keep in the Line,. and under the inflence 
"© and effic..cy f this Covenant of Cod, 5 the true way to the Cour 
**© ches glory. . | 
Kepiy. Tt is indeed the Churches glory to keep in the Line, and 
under the ii. fl.ence and efhcacy of this Covenant, fuccetſively, 
whentlie Spirit, as a free A:en, brings any inro that Line, and 
Unt-cthat' efficacy of the Covenant. by ſucceſtivo in Fa'th, as 
- hedid : 1 tie Grandmother, a:id Err tie Dar'g!.ter, and Ti 
moh her Gr-andchilde, 2 7i-.1.5. Thattsthe only ru Goſpel 
ſucceſlion, wicn it is made viſlvle ro te Churches charirable 
qa0s ment, accoid.ng to Guſpel Rules. But that cannot de doiey 
- Dy letting up tuch- a; cer Herr beriiap Chriſtian Church:s, 
; whereby the infams ſhall be bap:.zed, by a right derived ro them 
- from Parents, whoate vut.in tull commumon with the +. harch 
; by theirperſonal Membeth:p. W hat ir fluence and efficacy hath 
the Covenant upon ſuch Parents as &e..n Juch a Meu b. iſhip, 
- Wherein the Chu:ch jadgeth them unkic for communion? and 
that, not for any Scand-l z iven by them, afccr tiieir adn. flop, 
_ but for the nature of their 44ctr Mer brit; Tod ſavow luch 
 « Mn. b:rſhip, 4s fo fa from cutting off the prof; er.ty of >#, 
and from b,ndung icf.om being, as in the moſt glorivus w__ 


- 
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ſhall be, 4n eternal Excellency, and the joy of many generations, that 
vs irputation belongs to the contraſy Tenent, which is here aſ« 
ferted. £ 


But they argue ; © T+5« progreſs of the Coyenant eſtabliſheh the 


& Church, Deut,29.13. Jer. 30.20. Therefore the comrary doth dif+ 
« eſtabliſhit. ; 
© Rep. The Argument is to be denied. Por,it will not follow; 
chat, if God did eſtabliſh the Church of the Jews, beforetbe 
coming of Chriſt, by ſuch a ſucceſſive progreſs of the Coyenancin 
Demt,29.13-therefore be doth ſo now. Asfor the place 7er.30 20. 
where it is ſaid, that the children of the fews ſhall be as aforetime; it is 
meant only of their outward condition, that it ſhall be as good as. 
before the Captivity, See Eng/. Annotar, This place then is impers 
tinent to Circurcc.ſion or Baptiſm. Burt there is a manifct diffe= 
rence between the conſtitution of theſe Churches, The Church of 
the Jews before Chriſt, was, for the matter of it, of the I{raclites 
deſcended from 7acob, by ſucceſſive natural propagation ; yet this 
ſucceſſive progreſs of the Covenant, did cot then eſtabliſh the 
whole Church of Iſrael inthe twelve Tribes: for the ten Tribes fell 
off under feroboam,and never returned again, The Church of the 
Jews that ſball be under the New Fer» ſalem, muſt conſiſt, for the 
matter of it, of Ele& and Sincere Belieyers onely,” both they and 
their children ſucceſfiyely tothe end of the world, according tg 
the Propheſies in /ſa. 60. 15. & 50.21. /er.32.39, Ezck. 37. 
25---28, Pſal,102,16,28. and ſundry other places. Bat Chri- 
ſtian Churches among the Gentiles now are conſtituted of vilible 
Believers, for the matter of them, among whom ſundry cloſe 
Hypocrites creepin, The ptogreſs of the Coyenant in them, by 
Chriſts Ocdinance, is thus far ſucceſſive, that the children in m#- 
mnoOrity of confederate y;ſible Belieyers ſhall be baptized, anc 
thereby bound, when tkey become adule, to perform the Cove 
nantin their own perſans, and to confederate for themſelves and 
theirs, as their godly Parents did before them: which if they do 
not, thoſe Parents by their degeneracy ſtop the ſucceflive progrels 


of the Coyenant : In- which caſe, Chriſt doth not allow the 


Churches to provide for a ſucceſſion, by ſetting up a Heer Meme 
berſhip of adult perſons, that _ viſibly uofit fog Chorch-com- 
tounion 


e 
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munion in all Ordinances. Such ircegular bringing of men intg 
Memberſhip, will unavoidably bring in the corrupting of Rel 
gion, which will end in Apoſtacy, There be better wayes tq 
convey Religion down to afcer-generations, and to- continue a 
Nurſery in Chriſts Vmeyars, then this way of ſettin? up ſucha 
ſacceſfive Memberſhip, which Chriſt hath not ſacRified by bis 
Inſtitution; viz, The vigilancy and faichful care and endeayour 
of Church Elders,- arid Family-Ralers, to fic them for regular 
Cburch-fellow ſhip; in the-utog of all ſuirable means; with fer- 
vent Prayer to God in Jeſus Chriſt for his bieſiag upon the ſame, 
leaving the iſſuero his All-diſpoſing wiſdome, v4» worketh all things 
according tothe counſel of 15 uwn wl;, according wherennto, he 
with-boldeth from, and addeth unto the Church whom he will, 
Att 5.13. & 2-47, Nor cant but maryel bow jt comes to 
pals, that they who leem to approve Mr. Cottons T reatiſe of the 
Holmeſs of Chrurchs 11 embers , { which indeed is worthy to be 
highlyapproved) do a as they do, in ſetting up ſuch a « Aer 
Aemberſhip of aduk perſons (as hatbnu agreement with his de- 
[ctiprion) who are far from perſonal holineſs: The young peqe 
ple of this Countrey, yea, the children of Church-mengbers ge- 
nerally, «s well as others, being commonly, known to'be Profane, 
Vain, Licentious, Vicious, Diſobedicnt to Parents, Unfaithful to 
Maſters, Stubborn, Proud, .Selt-willed, and yet thele ſhall be ac- 
ceptedinto immediate perſonal Memberſhip, whereby . they be- 
come Copenanters for themielycs and theirs to-whom the Lord 
quitly faith, as in P[a.50. 16,'to 23. TVhat haſt, thow to dv 10 take 

my Covenant into thy month; EE To ot 

Obj. . They have the morenced to be under the Watch, Diſciplim, 
ard Eovernment.of the:Charch. -1r 3 bi 6 {> © 
| Anſw., Their unkitneſs for ſuch aniboly Fellowſhip, as Chri- 
ſtian Chutchesare, being.ſo ma:.ifeilt, how-canit be rationally ex- 
pected. that they who fubmir not themfelves to the Yoke of Fa- - 
(mily-Government , will orderly (ubmit themſelves to Chiiſhs - 
Yoke in. Church-cenfures- Bur, as the admiſlion of. ſuch; ,is 
without due regard to. their Spiritual fimeſs ;- fo. the application 
-of. C barch-cenfures to them, will -be dilregarded. and ſlighted by. 
Wen, Lhe Charches-rill: hays. tropble. enough Frith them)! an 
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- _diſhonour, and infection, and diſturbance by them, withoqtagy 
,acceptancowith Godywhoml lay, bs bath required theſe things 
| +48 yetor hands fand without any blefled fruit, either to the C bucch . 
or'to fuch Meer Ifemwbers, For, God limits his Bleſling to his 
 -own Appointments: Wben UI;as pur forth his kind to take 
hold of the Ark of God (joritbe Oxen ſlack 1) the avger of the 
Lord was kmdled againſt VIJahz aud :oe made breach upou 77 ah, 
-2 Sam. 6.6,7;3. becaule they [aught .not rbe Lord in the dye order, 
.1 Chron.15.2,13, The application is ealie, I proceed to cx-. 
amine their ſ1xth Argument. _ 2 
© Arg. 6, The '+ arentsin queſtion are perſonal, immediate, and 

* yet -continumrg Members of the Church, ' Thisthey etideayour to 
provein the terms ſeverally; ' © x, That they are perſonal Aer» 
«bers, or Members 1n 1heir own perſour, appears, Ts Becauſe they 
© are perſonally holys 2, Becauſe they are perſonally baptizedy 
. ® 3, They are perſinally liable to Churck-cenſures, 4, Jhey are 
* perſonally, by wme.2ns of the Covenant, in a viſible ſtate of Salyatite 
* fo. When thty commit - iniquity,- they perſonally break, the Coyy= 
© 1.4nt. ' | = 
Reply. The Argument hath Parents for its Subje&, but moſt 
of the Proofs bclong onely to Infns; vize three of them; the 
other two belong on-ly:ro adult. perſons, regularly admitted into 
.Church-memberihip,- which therefore doth not '\concern the Pa- 
rents in queſtion. - There are two ſorts of 'Church-members, and 
both are accounted boly : x. Children of Confederates in their mw 
nity, whoſe right to Memberſhip is from their relation to cont 
federate Parents coyenanting for them ; whence they are holy, 


_  IC»r,7.14,though ast incheir perſons, yet foederally & relativelys - 


2, Are Baptized, thongh in their perſons, - yet by and for their 
Parents covenanting for them, bring incapable of covenanting 
for themſclyes. - 3. They are perſonally under Diſcipline, and hable 
to Chrch-cenſures m thew own perſons. This is anſwered before, 
- when the third Propoſſtion was examined. 4. By mens of the 
Covenantytheir perſon are in a viſth e ſtate of Sulyation ; while no- 
thing: appears tothe-contrary 2, Adult perſon, whole Mem 
ber{hip is founded'in their own perſonal Faith, made viſible to 
the repular ſatisfaRion of the Church, To theſe the other two | 
| | F 2 | properties 


properties do agree: 7, That they are perſonally wnder Diſcipline; 
and litle to 2, Hi in ther own (6 ſens. Sce Propol 3, 
examined. 2. When they perſonally commit 12:quity, they perſonally 
break the Covenant. This is not proved concerning infants, nor 
canbe; forthatin le. 11.2,10, isſpcken by the Prophet to the 
men of T«dab : lo that in Ezeke16. 

« 2, They ſay, that Children are immediate Members, as ta 
© the efſence of Memberſhip; i. f. they themſelves im therr own pers 
« [ons are the immediate Sutjects of this Adjuntt, e Memberſhip, 
& though they cameto it by m..ans of their Parents covenanting. Thy, 
= they ſay, appears by like Reaſons as the former. 

Reply. By what is anſwered to the former, it appears, that 
perſoni] Memberſhip is of two ſorts; 1. Parely, of meerly Pere 
ſonal; ſuch is the Memberſbip of adult perſons regularly admit» 
ted: for their Memberſhip is both /#bjettively, and formally pets 
fonal, by their ordecly covenanting for themſclyes. 2. I:xtl 
Per/onal ; ſuch is the Memberſhip of the infants and chil- _ 
dren in m:nOrity ef confederate Parents. For their Memberſhip 
is onely ſbjettively Perſonal, but formally Relative, by their Pa- 
rents coyenanting for them, they being unable to covenant for 
_ themſelves. To apply this tochildrens Memberſhip, which they 
uofily ſtyle /mmearare : 1 ſay, wnfitly ; for two things are requis 
fice co the denominating of a « Member, Mediate or Emmediate. 
I. Toan lmmeaiate Membergthat bis Memberſhip ariſe 1, From 
bis perſonal Faith, made yifible to the Church. 2. From bis 
perſonal Confederating with the Lord and bis Charcb, for himſelf 
and his ſeed. Such an oneis an /mmediate HAember, becauſe his 
Memberſhip is from himſelf, as well as in higaſelf. 2. To 4 Me- 
diate eAMemter, 1, That is Memberſhip ariſeth, not from bis 
perſonal Faith made yiſivle to the Charch, whereof he: is not 
capable, but from his believing confederate Parents, 2- That it 
& from ſuch Parents covenanting for him. Such an one is a Me= 
date Member, becauſe bis Memberſhip, though it is ſubjettively 
in bimlſelf, yet it is relat1yely from his Parents. Whence it will 
follow, that this kinde of Mergberſhip is peculiar to ſuch infants 
and children ins minority, onely during their non-age. Thisdi> | 
ſtiation of Mrainre and Immediate (hurch-members, the Writers = 


of 
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of that Book exagitate Cauſlefly , ſaying, © Ar towching that 
6 4; ſtinction of Mediate and {mmedsity as «pplicd t0. Memberſpip, 
6 (phich ſome urge) we arg to diſtinguiſh 3. Between the E ficient and 
« E ſſrnce of Memberſhip. 2» Berween the Inflrumental E ficient 
« and Mean: thereof, which u the Pa ents profeſſion and covenants 
< ;ng, and rhe Principal E ſficienty which ts Drvine I fluntion, Trey 
© nay be ſaid to be mediate (or rater mediately) members, 4 they 
* become members by means of their Farents copenanting, as a it» 
« trumental cauſe thereof. | Eos 
Keply. T look at believing confederate Parents, not as tHe ine 
Krumencal, but as the procreant cauſe, as of the childes natural 
being, by his generating him; fo alſo of 'his Church-member- 
ſhip, by bis confederating for him, and this by Gods Inſtitutions 
thereforeI chule rather to call bim a »ved:are member, then to lay 
be is a member immediately ; to ſhew, that the childes Members . 
ſhip differs from the Parents þecoficaly, or inthe kinde of Meme 
bderſhip. For, the childes Memberſhip is Relarive, in it Eſſ-oce, 
though Perſona', in its SubjeR z which doth vary the Eſſence, or 
- Nature of jt, fcom the Parents, which is beth in its Eſſcnce and 
Subje&t meerly Perſonal, Drume Inſtitution giveth @ real, and. 
mixily perſonal member ſhip to ſuch children by their Parents cove- 
nanting for them, asthe immediate procreant cauſe of their member* 
ſhip, whereby the children become mediate Members, i. re. med> 
ante Paremum federe, which gives Being to the Memberſhip of 
ſuch children, and differenceth it from the Membetſhip of. adule 
. Perſons. Divine Inſtitution, though it doth not make every Pa- 
rent a Publick Perſon, againſt which Title I excepted in my. firft 
Eſſay, and whereunto I finde no Anſwer here : Yer it makes ſuch, 
Parents Coyenant to be Obligatory to. ſuch. children, and the 
Parents a& in coyenanting for tle childe, to be the childes at 
interpretatively, not formally, 1o as to make the childe an imme» 
diate Member thereby. _ 7 
< 'They adde, Hence the Eſſence of memberſhip, is & Covenants 
© intereſt, or 4 place and, portion within the viſible Ghurch,. « xeally,, 
<< properly , perſuually = immediately, the portion of the childg by 
 DivineGift and Grant, Joſh. 22: 25,27. a | 
Reply. T be intereſt n the.Coyenant, apdthereby 4 place.aud 
| | F A - | | nad (39, 
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_ perly faid to be medhate, 1 E OL TX, 
7. Again, thoaththcir yiſtble 'mgy lg ints Chriff' the Head, and 


. 


| , * TH. | 5. 
Sort on fn 80 wfble Chuvch, i ewbfoldt Tc 14 Clilder eve} nt 
orreon © whith 3sh6d by rf Fong pom ae. Bu him, and. 


ſo is mediate, © 2; A AC wrimeret and poruwh z” Which is by 
bis owh covertanting for hinfelf art his childe, and ſo js imme 
diate, Though nothing comes berween'to fever' thee Aqjunc 
from the Sbjett; The Childr, from A. portion” in the Lord *'y2x 
Gtnethirg+ Coms'berween to bring! that #39? and Subjef?'ro- 
pether; WW? The Partnts covenantong for the Chae; which if 
it did not come between, they_would be ſeyercd}'as'they arein 
other children, wh6 have no-ſach portion in, the Lord, through 
their want' of fuch' Parents to fovenantfor: them. Therefore 
the Memberſhip of the Infants" of Confederates 1s aly.and pro+ 


» 
* 


« ſo into the Chnrch bys Body,ts ſealtd m1heir Baptiſm : and though 
*<7n ingrafſing, nethivg cones betweenthe graft and ihe Noth Their 
* 21101 is 19mediate. oi: | i RN 

Reply. Yet it wil! not follow\-that they are intmediate members 
of The viſible Church: Por,” the anipn between'Chriſt and the 
Church, and all yifible Chucch-members, 'is not properly, bat 
Mctaptorically called Tnpraffing, becauſe there is fome ſimilitude 
of this Spiritual Union in Material. and Corporal Ingraffing, 
Now fſinilitudes do not run on fout feet (1s we' commonty ſay) 
it ſufficeth that they agree in themain” poinraf Union :, Whether 
that'Spiritual 1Jnion, which is likened ro corporal ingraffing of 2 
eraft to the ſtock of a Tree, be mediate,\ as that of confederate 
Infants is, or unmediatc, as that of Parents and adult perfobs is; 
both may be called 11yraffing, in reſpe of the eyent, which the 
Apoltle notes in Rom: 11.17, that buth, together with other branches 
or members, partake of | the rovt and. famneſs of the Oltve-tree, Tuit- 
ably to their union with it, Mediate Members, as Infints, and 
Children in minority , partake. of Baptiſm, and the ſpecial In- 
ſtruCtion, Prayers, Bleſfing, and Watch of the Church, by their 


\ Parents covenanting Fur them': But Patents and adulr. perſons, 


being inimediate Members by their .pcrfonal covenanting for | 
themlſelyes, and their ſced, partake of rhe 7tot and faineſs of tbe 


_ Ohiye-;jrec, in all Ordinances, as, hy. Lirds S»pper, ang hiber'y of 
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| Potinginall Ghurcdaſart, and are liakl; to FPyrcenſager imma 
diately in their own\ perſon Pau knew no lugh freer memberſhip 
as they.ſetup, who ſhall. by their, perſong] Memberſhip be undeg 
tke Watch,. Diſcipline, and Ceplures:of the Church, and haye 
their children Baptized, but not partake of other; Priyiledpes to- 
octher, with other, adult Members, no offence interyening after 
LL. cir admilipn, to, pat them -unger Jam ea and fo to dg- 
bar them tepularly. ag delinquent Members, from full commy- 
n:on. So thatthis. Text makes nothing for them. inthe caſe of 
Infants, but much-againſt them, in the caſe of aduls perſgns meer | 
Memberſhip, Nor doth that Text in D.zr 29.11. . p,ove. that 
the lttle children were immediate Members of the Church .of 
Iſrael, ſo as their Parents were. And though to be im Corenun:, ts 
the formalis ratig of «:Cbarch-member; yerit will nor thence, fol- 
low, that eyery Covenantee doth covenant immedigzely-for him- 
ſelf; nor that 'eyery Member of the Church is an immediate 
Member, . F 7 Y ' 


” 


* Theyſay, To4.in C,vemant,, ts but, the infrqmental yieaus 
* of erp 467 {py ang:yet chilgren rg not wither.s this pertihere, Far 
the aft of .the Parent (pbeir prublick; perſon) 15 acorgnted theirsy 1d 
they are i{aid to enter anto Covenant, Dcur.29,11.12. L154 

Reply, The Paregts aRivg in Covenant for, their Infant-fecd,. 
bath been before pxayed 40 be the Progreant.cayſe of the clyldes 

Memberthip :/ nor. anecthe- children ſaik tg gitgr. 17's & arenas 
Dew-2941, Oiþge wile then; in. and by heir Parents CEyepants 
Yer, asf jall rhey baye ſaid were dlgar, .theydepand,, - i ©: 

-* Wat i6.trthet: glildyerr want: wnto a1. attuy'; ronpicats Proper .- 
6 abſef Hts ang red ace Membtr ſhips $4 cb-ids us Corner menchs 
© n-ch 6 36e formals: ratiarvf wirrde fab? A a wnand 
« 4 41ts 1, ity #6 Doping Griept biel deftiiamo ohh i the TD! ipcipiel 
* Efficxent?.' Ng. 1he bei oloer ly rHetlared /renfy $a 5014. e8 Arne wo 
* 12e-e:#ldren of (his. firopls a fortron mm ibs Couch, (and uppognts 1 bem 
4.3: be members thereof" i 1s It 4n gthof ; Cavenantzny ,,w heh 45 rhe 
* Inftrundental:DAcan ? | No: they have this; afſo' rephtenuays by 

* Dame Appointment, , vraking the! Parent a)peblick;' perſous' ond 


*Saccormtmiy ther to. Curmenant int copenantinge | 7 {3 E 
 Keplj.. All that they: baye here exprelſled , deth.con-fnapty 8 
20. 2 Se i on | | what 2 
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what is warting to little children, to inveſt them with an «&»a!, 
| 'Compleer, proper, abſolute, and immediate ſhip. For, though 
they arc in Coyenant, which is the formals ratio of their Mem. 
becſhip, yet ir is mediately, (i-e. mediance Parentum fadere ) 
and fo their Memberſhip is mediate, 2. Divine Inſtitution 
$:ants unto tbe lirtle children of his people ſuch a portion in his 
"Church as they are capable of, during their minority, and ap- 
Points them to be ſuch Members, as fuch covenanting of Pa- 
rents for them can make them, 3. This Divine Inſtitution makes 
their Parents Undertakers for ſuch children, and them bound, 
their Parents aRiog, toperform that Coveriant, when they ſh 
become cafable, and whenthey grow fit, to covenant with the 
 Lordgydh's peoplefor themlelyes and theirs, and foto be _regu- | 
-4arly, 18 their own perſons, by their perſonal a, immediate Me 
bers. _ So that there is wanting unto children in minority, eo 
_ -makg them attual, compleat, proper,' abſolme, and «mmediate Mem= 
bers, A perſonal fitneſs in themſelves, to a in orderly coyerant- 
ing for themfelyes, which is required in all adult perſons unto 
immediate Memberſhip, When one comes to be in Covenant 
in one way, an other in anothec way ; though both are in Coe 
venan:, yet theſe different wayes makes their being in the Cove- 
-nant difi:rent, and ſotheir Memberſhip. He that comesto be 
in tte Coyenant by bis own immediate aQing, is an immediate 
Member : He that comes into it by anothers ating for bim, is 
-a mediate Member, For, though we are as truly, perſonally, 
and immediately Membets of the Body of faln-Mankinde, and 
| \ by Nature Heirs of Condemnation, as Adem' was, though he 
 _ cane to it by his own' perſonal a&, and we by theat of our 
-pvblick perſon; yer that doth not ſuirthe caſe of Infants in que- 
 ſtion: for, 1. Adamſtood as a publick perion; in whoſe loyis 
' ll Mankinde were under the firft Covenant, and to be happy or. 
condemned, by his ſtanding or falling. No Parent is ſuch 4 
Publick perſon covenanting for all his Poſterity, but for his In- 
fants, and children in minority, while they are ſucb, leaving bis 
adult children to Covevant for themſelves, if he hath any ſuch | 
Children, when himſelf enters into Covenant. 2. Adams Cove- 
nant wasoncly with the Lord, ngt withany Gharch, asche Co- 
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venant of co. federate Parents is; arid therefore, if e4d:whad rf 
ſtood, his poſte;ity had not been Chiarch-members thereby, as the YL 
infants of Church-confederates.  ' 3. Nor doth the Parents - 
Creiding bis Covenant, make his children Heirs of Condemna- 
tion, as Adams did all Mankinde. So that this example of ; 
 Aaamis impercinently produced in this caſe of infants, and their A 
' Parents confederating; for them, not as their publick perſon, but ; 
as Undertakers for their infant-ſeed by Gods Iaſtitution, Nor 
indeed is any to be accounted a publick perſon, as Adam was, but 
Jeſus Chriſt, for all that ate in him, Rom.5. 14,to20, Nor doth 
their ſimilitudeof a Prince giving Lands toa man and hu, heirs ſut= 

Ceſſively, while they continue loyal, ſuit the caſe in queſtion, coficern«= 
.. Ing Infants, who cannot be viſibly diſloyal; nor thar, concerning 
adult perſons not regularly joyned to the Chucch, as immediate 
Members, whoſe Parents were godly when they coyenanted for 
 themia their infancy. For, tkey have cut off the Entail of the 
Covenant from themſelves and their Poſterity, by their perſonal 
gilloyalty: ſo that nothing is given to them and theirs by their 
Covenant which they preſume to ulurp, withour warrant from 
God. They lay true, that ** A member is one, who, according to 
* Rule (or according to diyine Inſtitutio,) w withm the vifible Church : 
But that refutes nothing that I have ſaid, concerning mediate ahd 
immediate Members ; for both are within the Church. accosding 
to Rule and Divine Inſtitution, though both haye not full commus 
'Nion with the Church in all Ordinances, which is tbe priviledge 
of all adult-perſuns, who are immediate Members by their own 
perſonal right, x Cor,5.12. They frame an Obj:&.on thus : 

. © Obj. If children be compleat and immediate metibersg ad. their 
* Parents are, then they ſhall rmmediatelghave all Cornck-priviledges 
© as thetr Parents have, Withowt. any foerther. aft or. qualification, And 
they Anſwer'it thus: © Anf.' Jr foloweth nots All pri itages that 
© belong 10 members, as ſuch, do belcng tothe childreu-as mitt as tothe 
© parents : But all Church-priviledges do not ſo, A member, as ſuchy 
* (or all member;) may not partake of. all proviloages, but thty are 10 
y make progreſs, beth in member ly auties and proivitetlges,” asthetr Age, 
” and capacity, aud qualifications do fit them for the [awite + - 

Reply, The ratendment of the Obes (as I ap —_— to 


Y, 
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Fhew, that compleat and immediate--Memberſhip, as ſuch, doth 
infer-compleat and immediate communion in all Church-priyi- 
ledges : But children in. minority have not compleat and immediate 
communion in all Chareb-priviledges. without ſome further a& or 
qualification: Therefore ſuch children are not compleat and 
- mediate Members, as ſuch. Now to this, their Anſwer 
is inſufficient : For, the beſt Members have need to make pro- 
greſs in memberly duties: and qualifications, to fit them more 
and more for Church-priviledges. Yet all have that communion 
that ſvits their MemberſÞip : /nfants, in Baptiſm, the Warch, 

Prayers,ayd Bleſſing of the Church, by their Parents coyenanting 
for them : Advlc perſons, orderly and regularly j.yned by their pers 
+ ſonal covenanting for themſelves, in the Seals, Voting,and Cenſures, 

which belong to them, as fuch Members. Nordoth the Scripture 
any where allow the Church to admit any one by perſonal coye- 
nanting for themſelves and theirs, into any other Memberſhip then 
compleat and immediate, But Infants are not capable of ſuch 

Memberſhip,without ſome further perſonal a& and qualification, 

when they ſhall become adalt, Therefore their Infant-men 
berſhip is not compleat and immediate, - 
© 3. That their Member ſhip (till continues in adult age, and ceaſeth 

& not with their Infancy, appears, Ke Becanſe in Scripture perſons are 

i broken off onely for notorious fins, or meorrigible 1mpenitency and 

« nbehef, not for growing ap to adult age, Rom.t1.20. | 

Rep! ye I, When I affirm, that their mediate Memberſhipcons 

[ during their minority, while rhey are under the Inſtitution 

and Government of Parents, &c. I deny that that Memberſhip 
continues in adulc aye, and whienthey are at their own diſpoſal, or 
have children-of their own to: covenant for : becauſe then the 
teafon of. their wediare Atemberſhiy cealeth, they being by age 
£apable of. coyenanting for themſelves.. *2. Their firtt Reaſon 
doth nur-prove, that the Memberſhip of. all baptized in Infancy, 
Continues in adult age : For the Text alledged. ſpe2keth 'onely of, 
duch as have been ceccived:intp compleat and immediate mcmber- 

Mip-regularly, by their perſonal Faicb and Covenranting with the 

Church vifhbly, who are broken off, either by the juſt judgement 
oE.4J0d,,as the: wabdlicying: Nation of. the Jews: arc,, or bythe 


juſt- 


D 
of 


In 


juſt Cenfureof the Church. Thy our queſtion is, not of 
ſuch, but' of adulc perſons, that break off themſelyes from the 
Covenant; by profaue neglect, or contempt of the Ordinances, or 
unſuitable Converſation. W ho everſaid, that'any were broken 
off for growing upto adult age Þ Such intimations ſhould be 
| fotborn by godly men, | | 

 & 2, Tie Jews children circumciſed did net ceaſe to be member; by 
« growing up, but continued m the Church, and were by wirtue of thery 
« memberſhip received in infancy, bound. unto Various auties, and its 
 & ſpecial unto thoſe ſolemm profeſſions that pertamed unto adult meni= 
«© bers, not as then entring into a new memberſhip, but as making pro 
a _ in memberly dunes, Peut, 26, 2---10, & 16,16,17, with 
” Ga eFeZo f 

_ Keply, 1. That the Jews children circumcifed were bound ta 
yarious duties, and tO thoſe ſolemn profeſſions that perrazned to adult 
members, when themſelyes were grown up, is clear enough by the 
Texts alledged, and ſundry other, W hereunto I willingly adde, 
that Baptiſm alſo bindeth the Infamt-ſeed of Confederates to varus 
'Goſpel>duties, and Specially this, of uſing all means that Faith may be. 
wrought in their bearts, unto obejing the Callof God, and then holding 
forth their Pauth wnto the Church, that they may take hold of the Coe 
y:nent for themſelves and theirs, and ſo become compleat and unme= 
diate Members, But 2, It is not proved, by thoſe Texts, that 
when they were adult, they did not enter into 8 new Members. 
ſhip; rather the contrary appears in Deate26.17,18. For, they. 
entred.into that Coyenant perſonally and immediately, nut inand. 
by their Parents, as they did in Iofancy, Gev.17-7. If covenants, 
ing be the Form of Church-memberſhip, (which they affirm) then & 
different form of covenanting, makes a different kinde of Church -. 
memberſhip. Immeatate covenanting, makes izamediate Memberss 
Mediate corenanting, makes mediate. Members. . en Re 

Theirthird Reaſon is, © Thoſe relatrons of Borw-ſervants. an 
& Subjefts, which the Scripture makes uſe of. to ſet forth the [tare of 
© children #n the C harch by, Lev.25.41,42. EzCk. 37.25» do not (<s 
* all men know) ceaſewuh infancy,but contunue wm adult age+ Whence 
os alſa it follows, that ene ſpecial end of memberſhip received hl ref, ancyy : 
=# to keaye perſons under engagement, t0:ſeryice and ſphjection 10 , 

, - | G 2 = Chrif 
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' & Chriſt in t;5 Church, when grown #f, when they are fit for;it, and 


Wn have moſt reed f its | 
 Rep'y, 1. Thoſe Relations of born Servants and SubjeRts in 
the Text alledg J, baye d ferent reſpeAts. - That Lew. 25. was 
typical, figurm.: the time of Grace, w..creby now Chriſt hath 
freed u- f © the ſervitude of $in.a1d Saran, #-, 8.32,36. Rr, 


6. 14,18. t.- b. come the Seryants of God in Chriſt, x. .5 22, 


xiC+.7.23. Parents and children, fo far a+ they bare ir@.r (tin 
the R-demprio.rwi ought by Chriſt, as they are freed by him from 
other Lord y (> they are bound thereby to ſe: e him all the dayee of 
their |f-, Luke I. 74, 75. Therefore this relat on doth nct ceaſe 
with infancy,but contingeth in adulc age, Bur this doth nothir g 
Concern the thing in queſtion, Concerning ff duts Aer, bir fri, 
T be other T« xr, in Eveh,37.25. isa Prophecy of the calling of 
the Ele& Nation of the Jews, and of the ſtate of the Church 
under the .'Vcw 7eraſalem; the difference berwcen which,and the 
Chr.{t;zn Gentiles now, I have formerly ſhewn : ſo thar neither 
doth .h.c tic the queſtion, Bur 2, Tgrant, (thovgh not as fol- 
lowing thence) That one Fpecial end of memberſhip received in in- 
fancy, 1 to leave perſons under engagement, to ſeryice and ſubjettion 


to CLrift m his Church, when grown up, when they are fitteſt for it, and . 


b.ve m ſi needof it, The engagement is ſtrong, both on the Pa- 
rents, To tram np their children, from theic Infancy, in the nurture 


and admoni'ion of the Lord,Eph. 6.4. and upon the Children, To 


know the:God of their Paventr, and to ſerve him with a perfett heart 


and with's willing minde, 1 Chron-28.9. and upon the Church, To 


exerciſe their Watchfalneſs, that both Parents and Cinldren do their 


duty, he!ping them alſo therem with their Inſlruftions, and Prayers, 


and Power, which & given for Edification, as the caſe may require? 
Yet, when all this:is done, neither can the Parents nor the Church 


give Grace unto the Children, that, when they become adult, 


they may 'be ſpiritually fit for perſonal and immediate Member- 


ſhip; and to bring them into it without ſuch fitneſs viſibly, isto. 


profane the Ordinances, and to pollute the Lords Sanuary. 


« Reaſ. 4. There i no-ordmary way of ceſſation of -mmberſmp, 
bet by D:ath, Diſmiſſion, Excon;munication, or Diſſolution of the Sce | 


Ciety: Bone of which is the caſe of the perſons in queſtions. 
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Reply. This enumeration is inſufficient ; there is another or- 
Joary wav cf ceſſation of Merb:rſhip, ;, e Deſerti;ne Thus 
Eſau's M:mberih p cca'e !, and ſo may the Memberſhip of 
others, thouzh they abide inthe place where the © hurch is; yer, 
if b-:n * adult, chev ropard nt ro jyn wiih the Church by their 
Con l -n{ vm *F14te CoifeJer.ition, n.,rto fit themſelves, four 
it. tele deſpiſe tie Ciu'ch of God, And, if that is ſvfficient 
to depiive theſe cf all hurch jriv ledg's who were before in. 
pe: 10.14 2d immediare Ciuich f.l,wih.p, when tl ey forſake 
it, 1 /04-2.19 much more t.oſe who never had ſuch Mem:ber= 
ſhip, nor have apptoved thiir Spiritu.] hrnel for ir,to the Cl ar- 
ches ctaritable judgement, nor truly df1.c and end avour foto 
do. What can the mediate Memburſh:p, wh.ch ſuch had in In- 
fancy, advantage them for continving thereby Qill tn Men ber- 
| ſhip, when be.og. adult, they live inthe breach of that Cove- 
nant, whercby they were [&ft under enpagement in their Infancy 
unto ſ:rvice and ſubj-Rtion to Chriſt in the Churel ? | 

© Real, 5. Enher they are when adult, Members, or Noun 
« embers; rf. Non-members, then a perſon admuted a Member. 
« nd ſeal:d by Baptiſm, not caſt out, nor aeſerving to be, may ( ihe 
 * Church whereof he was, ſtill remaining) become a Non-member, and 
© out of the Church, and of the unclean world, which the Scripture 
 * acknowledgeth not, | | : 

Reply. A Freemans childe (fuppoſe of Londen, or any other 
Corporation) was free-born, and might, in his minority, trade un« 
dec his father; yet, being grown up, he muſt perſonally enter into- 
| the common Engagement of Freemen, and be accepted of the 
' Company, as his father was, unto all Duties and Liberties of _ 
that Society in his own perſon; elſe he may not trade for himſelf. 
If itbe (aid, Why ſo? either he is a Freeman, or a Non-freemans 
It will be readily anſwered, He 5 « Non-freeman, and that by his 
own def.cul', IF-it be ſaid, He was Free by his Fathers Copy, 
and is not diſ-franchiſed by any publick Cenſure, nor bath de- 
fervel ſo to bez may ſuch an one (the Society whereof he was, 
fill remaining). become a Non-freeman, and out of that So- 
Ciety, c? The anſwer will ealily and readily be given, He hath 
lit logs Freedome, by not entrimgs 111 las own perſons imo rhe common. 
| G 3 Engagen 
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Engagement of Freemen, to the Duties wherennto all Freemen ave per< 
ſonally bound, So, and much more juſtly it is inthis caſe. - An 
adult perſon makes himſelf to become a Norrmember, as to prj- 
viledges, by not performing the-Duties whereunto he was bound 
by his Parents Covenant for him in his minority, and by bis noe 
regularly covenanting, as his Parents did, And this 1s. according 
to Scripture, which tells us,tbat Circumciſion receiyed in Baptiſm 
may becume, by his own fault, being adult, no Circumciſion, 
Rim.2.25, Thoſe Textsin Rom.11.16, Xx Cor.7.14. Gen.17.7, 
are not applicable to the adult perſons in queſtion, but onely to 
Infants, and Children in minority. | 


" > 


« Propoſ. 6. 'Swcb Church-members, who, either by death, or 
« ſome other extraordinary Providence , have been inevitably = 


'E þindred from publick, aftiug, as aforeſaid, yet, baving grven 
« the Church cauſe, i judgement of charity, to look at them 
© as fo qualified, and ſuch as had they been called rhereun, 
© would ſo have afted, their children are te be baptized. 

- Replz, This Propofition may not be granted. For, 1. It 
granteth the priviledge of Church-memberſhip to ſuch as are noe 
attually and regulirly Church-members, which is Contrary to Chriſts 
Ordinance, whereby Baptiſm,being a pablick Church-Ordinance, 
is due onely to them who haye a publick ſtate and Intereft, ſuch 
- are onely the Members of the publick Eccleſiaſtical Body, the 
Church. Hence 1. . An ordinary Miniſter cannot orderly per- 
form an aR proper to'his Office, in reference to Chucch-com- 


' munion, to any that are not regularly and aftually Members of - 


the viſible Church, without great uſurpation: as, if a man do a 
work proper to Magiſtracy, to one tharis not under his Magiſtra- 


.  kical Power, hbeis an Ulurper. So itis in this caſe of a Miniſter. 
To adminiſter Baptiſm, is an a& cf his Office-power : If he ad-_ 


miniſter Baptiſm to children, whoſe Parents are not regularly in 
 Charch-order; in ſo doing, why may not the Lord ſay, He isan 
Ulurper> Suppoſe an unbaptized perſon, profeſſing his Faith, 
and qualified according to the deſcription in the {ixth Propoſition ; 
yet deferring, for ſome probable cauſes, to adjoyn bimſelf to the 
Church, for the preſent, ſhould deſire Baptiſm of any of theſe 
Miniſters wbo framed this Propoſitioo 5 Should they adminiſter 


—_ 


SS? \ 

_ FOuvT PE 
ie to him, and ſodo a proper work of their Offic® upon him? IF 
yea; if they admit him to Baptiſm, why not'to the Lords Sup- 
per, and to the choice of Officers, and to the Cenfures of the 
Church, either aRively orpaſliyely ? for all theſe ave ARions and © 
Ordinances of one general nature: and it is meerly his want of 
Church-order that Fo gon him from them, 2. The Church may 
' Not receive into any priviiedge of Church-communion, ſuch as. 
Baptiſm is, (whateyer cauſe they ſeem to have, in the judgement 
of charity, to think them fit for Church-memberſhip,: and ſuch 
@ had they been called, would have ſo atica) until they be actually: 
in publick Church-order ; no more then the children of eyery 
good SubjeRof the King, may be admitted into theſpecial Pre- 
Togatives of a Corporation, whereof themlelyes, or their next 
| Parents are not regularly free. All things mrſt be done in order, 
x Co 014-40, whereunto, what is more contrary, then that he,. 
who is not regularly and perſenally of a publick Society, ſhould 
'daye Fellowſhip in a pablick Priviledge, proper to that Society F 
Yet they ſay 445, which the Propofition holds forth, s manifeſt : + 

* I, Becanſerhe main foundation of the right of the childe ro pri= 
& pledge, remains 3 Vize Gods Inſluution : and the force of ks Ce= 
** Venant Carrying 14 10 the generations of ſuch as are keepers of the 
& Covenant, 1. EC. not viſible breakers of it, &c,, + 

Reply, The Parents of the: children in queſtion are viftivly: 
breakers of the Covenant, which was ſealed to-them _ mz. 
in their Infancy, and obliged them to ſervice and ſubjeRtion to 
Chriſt in his viſible Church, baving confederated perſonally and: 
regularly for themſelves and' theirs, as their Parents did before: 
them. If they do net this, they are out of that order, by their 
own fault. wherein they might haye giyen their child1enright to: 
Baptiſm, according to Chriſts Inftiration. That right which Pa- 
rents have nor fortherlelyes untoGapriſm if they wereunba ptized,. 
they cannet veto their children. They who are not Members. 
intheir own perſonal and immediate right, cannor give a right 
of memberſhip to. their children. And though rheir Mcember- 
ſhipia Infancy was d.ſtin& from their Parents, yer being onely 
mediate, by their Parents covenanting for them, .1t ceaſerh, when 
IIIER, by theie own fauty/ in Ger NS 
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' derly joyned to the Chareb, immcdiately, by their perſonal coys: 
panting tor theintelyes and theirs, regularly. | 
« 2. Becarſe Parent; no: doing what s required mthe fifth Pro« 
©: noſnong ts through want of opportunity 3 which 8s not to be imputed 
” FTY 1110 guilt, joasto be a barre of the Childes privileage. ” 
Repiz. I, Irbath been already proyed, inour examining the 
® fifth Propoſition, that mote is required to fit one that is acult, for 
Church-memberſhip, then is tbere cxprefſed, viz. Farh m ( briſt 
made vi/iiie tothe Church, withour which they are not regularly 
Church-members. Now Baptiſm adminiſtred by ordinary 
Church- Officers, to ſueb as are outof Church-order, is profaned, 
as Circumcſivn was by the Shechemires, and would have been by 
the Tjhmaclues, and Ecemites, and the polteriry of Atraham by 
%  Keturah, it it had been adminiftred to their children, whea their 
; Parents were not joyned to the Church of God, or abode not in 
It, in the Families of Abraham, 1/aac, and facot, For, 1» One 
end of Baptiſm now, (as it was of Circumcifion then) is to ſedl 
Church-communion, x Cor, 12, 13. it isapublick Teſtimony of 
the Admiſſion of the party baptized into the Family, of God, 
The Father, Son, and Huly Spirit, into whoſe Name he.is baptized, 
eM4.28.20, eitherimmediatecly, if he be adult, by his perſonal . 
Covenanting tor binſelf and his ſeed; or mediately, if in his mi- 
nority, by bis next inm.ediate Parents Covenanting for bim, This 
the Parent inqueſtion hath not done, Hence the want hereof is 
a bar To bischildes Baptiſm. 2. The regular and Izwful ule of 
B.:ptilm now { as of Circumciſion of old) preſuppoſerh- both 
Gods Promiſe, and hjs Faith, who isto uſe it, either upon hins 
ſelf. orupon bis Infant. | Therefore he that preſumeth ro ule it, 
being not ſo qualified viſibly, (v:7. not having before the Pro- 
mile of .Chritt, and Faith for Juſt.fication with Abrahan.) doth 
benort tieaclerouily uſurp the Great-Seal of the King of Heayen 
and Earth? If not, ſurely it had ne:d to be ſoundly cleared. 

** 3.. Cod recroneth that as done wn kts ſervice, to which there 
© W.45 4 manifeſt deſire and endeavour, aibcit the atling of u be hue 
© dread, &c | — 

 Reph. Wemuſtdiſtioguiſh between private and publick Ser- 
YICE 1Q a publick ſtats and order, I, In private Service, God 
Tp © Accepts 
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accepts the will for the deed, when the =R'ng of itis bind 
ther by God hilptdf, as: &/Y264-»5 facrifitivg his Som, and Duct 
duild.ng ihe Tewple; . or þy the partieSinabilicy ro'ds fo muchas 
he wha , asin:;hatcaſ: > Cor, 8. 12, andthe l;ke,* 2, Bitin 
publick Service. in a publick ſtate and order, he doth nor accept 
of ' that as done which 1s not done, ſo far as to bring them into that. _ 
fiite and order, 'whatſocver their deſires and endeavours hare 
been'; for this were to. overthrow and ſubyert thar Order, which 
God hath by his Inſt:turion eſtabliſhed, and to briog in Corfuſions 
Will God accept a man in doing a&ts of Office- power proper to 
a Miniſter of a Church, becaufe te defired and endeavoured to be 
a Miniſter, when he is not aQtually and regularly in Office > Or 
may a Church receiyz unto Fellowſhip cf the outward Seals of 
the Coyenant, ſuch as arenot aQually and regulatly joyn-d to ihe 
Church , becauſe they deſired and endeavoured to be of the 
Church, albeit their joyning with ti:e Church was hindred? To 
be baptized, i voto, will nothing adyantage any to Church- 
fellowſhip, though a Martyr, in voto, is accepted of God as a 
Martyr; becauſe thongh God ſcarcheth and Knoweth the Learr, 
yet the Church doth not : De: #cenl:zs non judicat Eccleſi.t; ſecret 
things belong to:God, but revealed things to men, and things are 
not manifeſted tothe Church, otherwiſe then by congruqus at- 
ings: nor, in this caſe, can they or theirs bave a tight ro ch- 
priviledpes, otherwiſe then by aQualjoyning witb the Chirch. | 
© 4+ The terms of the Propofitun 1nygort that incharity, that s 
* bere done interpretatryely, which is mentuoned to be done in the fif-b 
* Propoſation expreſlys | \ 
" Reply. Et. e's an unwarrantable charity that- makes ſach an 
interpretation ; for it is without warrant of any' Rukeicl Scripture, 
or in good Reaſon. 2. If that which is mentioned to be done 
in the 6fth Propoſition-expreſly, is here done interpretatively, 
both being put together, willnotavail to put the Parent regularly 
| into Church-fellowſhip, in any-ſenſe, and to givehis Infanta rigbe 
to Baptiſm thereby. ' For, by Ctrifts Ordinance, oricly adult per- 
ſons; who haye truc Faith in Him, and Holineſs; are aduic Mem- 
bers of che.inviſible-Chutch, and rhe [ane perſons; meking holy 
Frofeliton thereof: outwardly wo order of him appointed; 


may 
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be Members of the viſible Church z and they 


"7 


be viſible Church z and they oncly can give . 
their lafant-ſeed. 2 right. voto Baptiſcr,  Far,] ing win Ft 
it is impoſſubls to pee God, in matters of hjs public WW orſhipand 
edu?to Worſhip him, both io ir, and in all other publick Daties 
_ and Services, ſoas we may pleaſe him therein: Ic foloweth ne» 
ceſſarily, that he requireth true viſible Fairb in al whom he privis 
ledgeth to baptize their Infants, which yet isnct expreſly requized 
in the fifth Pcopofition, nor interpretatively. in this, _ — 


cc Pcopol, 7. The Members of Orthodox Chrmrcher, being ſound 
 " E*;n:16e Faith, and not ſcandalous 'm hfe, and preſemung dug 
' E 1ofbirmony thereof, theſe occaſtonilly commg from one Chnrch 
© 16 another, way Vave theurg children bapuzed m the Church 
« whither they come, by virtne of Communion of Churches : 
« But if they remove their habitatton, they ought orderly to Co3 
« Lenant, andio ſubmut themſelves to the Government of Chriſf 
© in the C:urch where they ſettle their abodr, and ſo their thike 
< {yen to be baptiJed tt being the Gln ces duty to receiue ſuch 

© ts communyot, /o fer 4s thay are regularly fit for the ſaynes 
Reply. Theregular Communion of approved Churches,I hook 
at as the Ocdinance of Chriſt, according ta the 1x42" and xa 
Poſitions premiſed : bur this Propoſition is fo ambiguputty ex+ 
preiled, tharit leaves we if the dark, till ſonne Queſtions: be an» 
Gwered,that the extent and compals of the Tenſe and meaning of 
it may be b<tter cleared. They diſtribute ic into 1wo, -patts, 
which” they endeavour to prove ſeyerally : but neither of them 
are ſufficiently explained. In the firſt part, I Enquirez What 
Conrehes 1hty «cyunt Orthodox'{ whether fach onely 25 have the 
Truth of Darine, @s It is oppoſcyd-to Heterodoxies. and Errours 
about the DgRrine of Faith, 247 .Y AY;ches.that are Hereticals on 
'  fuchalſo which are right in Judgement and Prafticein- matters of 
Chucch- Order. For both thele the Church at Ce was praiſed 
by 'P.aul, in Col.295,6.: Z. Whit conſe tht' Gim ch, where ve 
Members of fuch Cyurches defire 10 have thar chb;idren haprided,' aa 
take to know that ſuch Ilembers are (rand In the F:3h' Fort 
Member of an Orthodux Church may told and mainrain danyes 
FOus Ecrours, contrary to the Faith, I Corlyg.iz, 3. Wins 
- OS, they. 
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they atcomnt to be not ſend lor jn lift ? whether one ly Frch os faſt 
not under the cenfare ©f Civil Courts, or alfo ſuch as are pity 
offenſive to Gods People by their ſinul and diforderly walking Þ 
For they fay, in their proof of 'the ſecond part of this Propoft> 
tion, that, ro udminſter Bapriſm 10'ſych as watk in aifordet, wonld 
be to admmiſter Chriſty Ordinance to ſuch as are in a way of fin and 
aſorder, whith ought not to be dont, 2 Thell. 3.6, 1 Chron t5.,13. 
and would be comrary to that Rale, 1Cor.14.40. 4. What they 
account ane Ti[limoty ? whether that which is given of chem by 
the Church, from whence they come, or ofiely chat which they 
Tay bave from ſome in rhe place where they live, and have been 
but alitcle whike, whethec they be Members of che Church of 
not? * 5. Whar they mean by their occaſionally commy from ons 
Chxrch to another ? whether they take a due courſe to know that 
their occaſion of coming be approved by.the Church whence 
they come, or not? 6. Wheathey lay, They may have their chil» 
dren baptiyed in the Church whither they come, by virtue of the Come 
munion of Churches? Quzie;z 1. Whether they have Letters of 
Recommendation from the Church whence they come, whereby 
that Church defiretk-this fruir of Communtion with the Church 
where they would have their childrer-baprized, ornor? Thar be- 
ing the orderly way of exerciſing Communion among Churches, 
Ro1,16. 1,2, 2 Cor. 3. Is 3. foh, ver, 9,12. and, Whether the 

Infant muſt be baptized as' a Mentber (in and by his Parents cove- 
venanting for dim} of char Qharch, whence his Parents come, or 

aS a Member of the Church where he is baptized, and where the 

Parent jsnot a Member, but on<ly hath this benefit of the Come 

murion of Chnrches, that bimifelf is admitted to the Lords Sup- 

per, pro tempore, and his children to Baprifm in a tranhent way Þ 

When theſe and the like Queſtions are Anſwered, 1 ſhall betrer | 

know what ro fay torhe firſt parc of the Propofition, then now I 

do. Inthemeantime, tothe firſt Proof thereof I haveatready' 

ſpoken in my Replies to Prop:ſcr, & 2. & 5. & 8: 

2. Toclear rhejirme@niog in the ſecond part of this Propolt- 
tion: Ouere; 1, Whether ſtch Remoyers have an orderly dif-: 
 mitfion from the Church whence they come, ortwot? 2: Whes 
ther the Chureh where they ſerde their abode; aaa ry rw 
— ; H 2 | yes 


ite. Ge 

ſelres to, the: Goyernment of Chriſt, ornot? 3» Whether all 
retuting, to Covenant with any Church whatſoever, wh-re they 
are neceſſi:a.ed to ſe:tle their abo\e, is to þ- judged to be dif. 
ord::ly walking, ad to ſavour of Profanene!s and Separation? 
. 4. Wherher if the.Church |in that place' refulc to receive t! em 
into Communion, ſo f.r as they are regularly fir for the ſame, or 
if they do not joya in communion with that Church inthe place 
where ihey dwclt, it b:ing notto be approved ; Doth this their 
- pot being joyn*d, d. bur their children from beivg baprized in 
anothcr Church that is approved > Theſe, and the like Queftiong, 
being clearly Anſwered, I ſhall underſtand the true and full ſenſe 
of this Propoſi:i09, and what to ſay toit, So much may ſuf- 
face, for the preſent, for Reply to their Anſwer to the fuſt Que» 
ſticn, | | | | | 


* © Queſt, II. Whether accorazng to the Word of God, there ought 
"Gun be a Conſociation of Churches * and what ſhould be the 
& manner of u? = | | 

«Anſw. The Anſw:r may be given in the Propoſitions following. 
Reply. The Propcſitions following are eight. - As for the ficft 
four: The firſt, Concerning che full Power and Authority El.» 
 fraſtical, within it ſelf,,of each particular ( ongreg ation of Viſible Sainte, 
#n Goſpei-Oraer, furn:ſh:d, at leaſt, with a Teaching Elder, and walk- 
ing together in Truth and Peace, And the ſecond, concerning 
The Siſterly R:lation of the Charches of Chriſt each to other, And 
the third, concerning The Onion and Cammunian of ſuch Churches, 
Andthe fourth, concerning The Acts of Commumnon ; 1 fully cloſe 
with, as well agreeing with the x1 and 12) Poſitions premiled. 


- Excepting onely the ſixth At of Communion, and that, but in one 


- part of it, For, To admoniſh one another, when there ts need and 
cauſe for it, I Confeſs is an AR of this Communion, and: which 
| may be proved from Gal.2. 11,24, by proportion, But, for 
._ - thatother partof it, To wihdraw from a Church, or peccaut party 
therein, after due means, with patienc: uſed, obſtinately. per (ſting. mn 
Erronys or Scandals ; this muſt be. taken with a grain of Salt, 
They referreps to the Platform of Diſcipline, (Chap. 15. SeR+2a 
 Rattic. ze) where they fetch proof for this withdrawing, from 
| | | Mate + 
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Mat.18,15,16.197. by proportion. But there ſeems to be « 
threefold aisþr port i, berweenthat ard this For, 1. There the 
Wihiraw:ng is a conſequent and ff tf oe Ct urches authkori. 
tative Cerſare cf a1 obſtinate offtenler afccr ihe fifty, and ſccond, 
and third Admoaition, the .c fterder bein; a Meniber, and fo un- 
der the Power and Authority of the Chorch, and to be fo cenſured 
| by the Church, to wi.om Chriſt bath given . e Keyes of the Kug- 

dome of Heaver, and hath orda:ned, that fuch 'an one ſhall be Ex- 
communicated fr his obſt iniCy inoff.nces, which were material- 
ly cf a lcf[:r kinde, but, by ot ſt.aacy of the delinquent, ; after 
ſecret, priva e, and publick admonition) agairſt rl e O:dinance of 
Chriſt tor his reclairing, becomes fura ally an heinous Scandal, 
But the WI”: bdrawing of ater Churches from a C.burch which they 
account peccant, is an at F diffterent nature and kinde, For, it is 
not an a& of publick Au.hority of ſuch Churches cyer that 
Church, by virtue of the Kejrs of the Kingdome of Heaven given 
to any Synod, or Council of Neighbour-Churches, as they tl.em- -; 
ſ-lyes confeſs in their firſt Propelition, for Anſwer to this ſecond | 
Queltioa. | | | 
' 2. The ſteps, whereby they p:occed to this 1Vithdrawing, are, 
« I, T vat one Church Admontſh anathers, 2, If the Church under 
« offence, doth nit hearken ta that Admonition 3 the offended Church us 
* rg acquarnt oth:r Neighbour-Churches with that offence, and with 
6 their negl..Þ of that Admoni;ion : whereanto theſe ather Churches. 
« are to joyn, in ſeconding the Admenition formerly given - and if 
© .1l the offending Church continue in obſtinacy and impenitency, they 
« may forbear communion with theme - | 
Keply, This is not, by proportion, according to Mth. 18s _ 
For, there Chriſt doth not allow them, who have proceeded in - 
Admoniſhing, bur to the ſecond ſtep, to forbear communion with 
the delinquent; whereas theſe Neighbour-Churches are but in the 
. ſecond ſtep Ter, they ſay, they may forbear communion with theme, 
Then they aſcend to.tte third ſtep; © To proceed to makenſe of 4 
« Synod, or Council of Neighbour-Churches walking orderly (if 4 
© greater cannot conveniently be had) for their convittions. If they. 
* hear not the Synad, the Synod, having declared them to be Obſlinates. 
& particular Churches, approving and accepting the judgement of the, 5 
| B+ Smnods, 
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be ax Synod, are to dechart the ſentence of N on-commmitn v1Peflively 


& orpn Communion pk they may juſily withdraw themſclues from 
E participation wit 


* ilow and requires Thus they ſpeak, in that Plarform. Bur,js 
this, in proportion, according to 4{at.18. that the Neichboure 
Chierches may firſt withdraw, and then a Synod or Council of Neighe 
bour-Churches muſt be made uſe of for ther convittion ? and, if the 
Synd declare them to be Obſtinate, particular Churches are to declare 
YA ſentence of Non-communion, and then to withdraw themſelves from 
all afts of holy communion ? Till they can produce a clear Rule for 


then as 'a meer bumane Invention, | ; 

'3. Though Churches way withdraw from a Church that is oþ 
flinate and mper.tent in ſome caſes, (without any ſuch ſolemn = 
rence of Non-communion declared by a Synsa) yet, not for ſuch 
cauſes as a delinquent Brother may be Excommunicated by a 
Church, according to 4.18. For there, though the Offence 
vas in ſome leſſer matter, and private between two at firſt; yer, 
by obſtinacy againſt conyincing light, held forth in thoſe three 
ſteps of proceeding, ir becomes a publick and heinous Scandal, 
and fo the Delinquent muſt be ar laſt Excommunicatcd by the 
command of Chriſt, and tbe Sentence of the Church, in obedi- 
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withdraw from atrue Chutch for eyery Error and Scandal/zthough 
Eats in, and, in their opinion, obſtinately. For 1, It may. 
E the Errovr of Neighbcur-Churches, to think that to be lighr 
fom Scripture, Which they hold forth fur their conviction, when' 
it is fiat from Scripture,rightly underſtood, and rightly applied If 


Charthto walkin Errour, and Scandal, and Otfimarety, whictt 
ſhall noe be convinced from what light they have here beld forth, 
oor practife accordingly, till what.is Replied ad oppoſuum, be 
ſoundfy Refured, ' and their Allegatibns and A pplications of Scri- 
Pruce, tore convincingly and icrefragably cleared, and 191hdraw 
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6: Concerning them; and thereupen, out of a Religions care to keep thei = 


them at the Lords Table, and from ſuch other atts 
&« of holy communion, as the Communion of Churches doth otheryriſt 


warrant of ſuch a proceeding, I cannot look at this otherwiſe, 


* ence to Chrift, who hath for ſuch ends given the Keyes of the Kings 
Y. dome bf - Heaven unto them, But Neighbour- Churches may not. 


the Synod, by whoni this Book is publiſhed, ſhould conclude any 


_ d > | 1 ps 
commanioa from thew, after the firfh, ſocond, «tid third Adrwoni 
tion ; and, If any Neigkbour-Churches, fer this ar thelike cauſe, 

. ſhduld Wverew from communion With thean, after.the Admoni- 
tion of One Church, and, after that, vf other Neigbbour-Churs 
ches; They ſhould greatly ſinin fo doing, and ad. contrary to 
their own Dodtine in their ſecond Proof of their 5 Propoli- - 
tion for Anſwer to this ſecond Queſtion, pag. 28. where they 
lay, To refuſe commutuen with 4 true Church, inlawſnl and pier 
attions, u anlayful, and quſtly accounted Scinſwoatical, For, if the 
(hurch be truc, Chriſt bo(duih (ome communion with s' ; therefore ſd 
muſt we. Now the Churches in New- Eng/.nd were approved by 
their Neighbour-Churches to be true Churches, by their giving 
unto them the right hand of fellowſhip: and an Errour inleflet 
matters, though perſiſted.in againſt their Admonitions, (which 

"tay be from wanr of convincing light) doth not make any of 
them ceaſe tobe atrue Church, But to Withdraw themſelves from 
all holy communion with ſuch a Church for ſuch a caule,isT or«/ /c 
paration from « trae Church, which, theralelves ſay ,us unlawful, bids 
2. The caſes, wherein communion way be regularly Withdrawn 

 froma Church or Perſon, are onely {ucb-as Subvert the Funds» 
mentaiz of Religion, and are obſtinatcly perſiſted in, againſt due 
meats regula;ly uſed with patience for their convidtion, beiog 
contrary to the Fauth once gran to the Saihits 5 from-whence they 
may be juſtly denominated Hererica/, Tit.3.i0,11, 2 Job. vere 

10,11, Or to. the communionof Saints ; from whence they may 

be juſtly ftyled Sc4:/mnatical, Rom. 16.1-7,18. 'Or to bout, being 
| Fallen from the Truth once recewed ; from whence they be _ 
called .5peſtarica/, 2\Tim 4,40. Or, if there b! any other ca 
of like hgnouſneſs.. But jn caſes of leſkr imapertance,Churches 
and Uhciſtjans ate to beexhoited, to walk: worthy of thew calang, 
wit all: opline i, and eneekneſs,,m1tb Tonp-ſuffering, forbearing one ar- 
her in love: Endevowrmng to keep the wit y of the Sprrit in the bond of 
peace, 8&6. Eph. g. 12,2, conduding whh bleſſed Pax!, that: 

(the majaxkungs of: Religioobeingprovided for, 8nd ſecured, .for 

leifer imettors):; if, vir any rhe be otherwiſe minded; God ſhall reveal 
even 9965 n'e yer Bhile3 15, For, in ſuch matters, godly men 


do-ſtequently differ, and are nor eaſily convinced; _— 
1k 


"T7361 
the ſtrength, others f om the wet kiſs of their IntelſeQuak : and 
£h b. (t <NCWP wH! Bhi parts on: 4 | |  N 
I have been rhe larger in ck aring this Point fr nec Try, cauſes; 
Havirgtiw ſp -kearto't! e four firlt Piopoliticns, I proceed to 
Tize fif.o and {1x h Propolitions, | Ts 
&& -P:upol. Fo- Cenj0hition of Churches, is their mutual and ſos 
* len;tt A_reement- 10 exerciſe communion. m ſuch atls as aforeſaid, ax 
& mong themſelves, with Special reference to thiſe Churcher, which by 
&* Frovidetice are plantea in a convenient vicim'y, though wah liberty 
&« reſerved, without of ence, to make uſe of others, a4 the nature of the 
& caſe, or the advantage of the opportun.ty, may lead th:rennice 
*- ProPol- 6. The Churches of Chriſt mithis Country, having ſo 
* 956d eppertunity for it, 1t ts meer tobe commended to them as there 
« {,ty tus lo Conſociate: For, TI, Communion of fhurches being 
* commanded, and Confoctatiin bring an Apreer int 10 *Pratliſe it, 
« 1445 muſt needs be a Duty alſr, Plial.11941 O6. Neb. 10 28,29, 
Keply. Before I proceed to argue upon theſe Propolitions,fome 
things ſhowld be premifed, in way of Enquiry, that the termg 
may be rightly underſtovd, Q4ere, Whether, by matual and 
ſolemn Apreement, they mean a Vow ? It ſeen's by the T exrs al 
led:ed by them, in the firſt Proof of the fixth Pcopoſition, that. 
they meanſo; and therefore I ſhall take it for granted rhar that 
is their meanirg, 2. When they ſay, 7hu ſulemn Agreement or 
Covenant muſt ve made wh ſpecialreference ro (hurches in DIm!y? 
©4ere. 1. How many Churches in Vicinity or Neighbours | 
Churches, muſt thus Covenant together? 2. Whether they =. 
muſt bave ſet times of Meeting for this purpoſe? 2nd who are to | 
meet? Whether Elders alone? or others alſoſent from the Chur- 
Cches with them? and how f.equent theſe Meetings muſt be? and 
whether the ſer times muſt be kept conſtantly, though they have 
' no preſent need of counſel from another > 3. Whereas they 
ſpcak of Liberty reſeryed, without - offence, to make uſe of others, al 
the nature of the caſe, 8c. may lead thereuntcs, Qu8ere. How 
| they may avoid giviag offence to Neighbour-Charches, if they 
uſe the helpof Churches more remote? Whether they muſt have 
their conſent thereunto before they Wſefthem > 4. Concert» 
ing the end and iſſue of this Conſociation of: Charghes 3 W jw 
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cher they are bound thereby to acquieſce inthe judgement and de- 
terminations of thofe wy operon a and to praiſe ac- 
cordingly, whether they ſce convincing ligt.t in the Scriptures;or 
Arguments propounded to.them, or not, under. a Penalty of be- 
ing judged by the reſt to.be 0#fnare in Errour and Scauael, and 
accordingly in timero have all kaly communion with them withdrawn 
from them? It ſegemeth, by what was before faid inthe fixth 44 
of Communion for Anſwer to the firſt Queſtion, pag. 31. that this 
will be the end and iſſue cf this Conſociation unto any Chuch 
that ſball diſſent from the reſt. This Conſociation they endea- 
| your ko prove to be a duty incumbent-upon the Churches in Vcw- 
Englaig, 1 ſhall briefly weigh their Reaſons. 
. « For Is Communion of Churckes betng commanded, and Conſo- 
© ;;ation being but an Agreement to pratiſe ity this muſt needs be a 
« 4u;y alſo, Plal.119,106. Nebem. 10. 28,29, 
Keg It doth not neceſfacily follow, till they have proved that 
Conſociation of Churches by a mutual and ſolemn Covenant is 
commanded, as Communion of Churches iss Nor do the Texts 
alledged prove it in P/al. 119. 105, David ſwore 10 keep Gods 
rs; breows judgemems, and would perform it ; becauſe, though he 
was not bound tg ſwear, yet he had voluntarily ſworn it, and ſo 
Was under a double bond to perform it : for, both bis keeping Gods 
righteous judgements, and his performing that Vow, were commands 
edof God, Dewr.10.13. with Pſal.76.11. 2. And bis Vow 
was private, betwixt God and himſelf, Hence it will not fol- 
low, that Churches are bound to confociate with. a Vow or Co- 
yenant, afcer the manner bere deſcribed, which is not proved to be 
2 duty, and may be unſafe for particular Churches. That Cove- 
rant, in Neb.10.28,29. wastbeir Church-covenant renewed and 
explained, and ſo was a mutual ſulemn Engagement, by entring in« 
$04 Curſe, and into an Oath (ro which form we are not bound) and 
Church-covenanting is Gods Ordinance, 1/a.19.21, & 56:4,to 8. 
& 62.5. all wbich are Prophcſics of the Churches under the Go+ 
fpel.. But between the covenanting of aChurch within it {«lf, and 
ch a covenanting as this for the conſociating of Churches, there 
are conſiderable differences. 1. Becauſe this wants Warrant, from 
the Seriptzre, which that hath; there being neither any Precegt in Sri 
I | prare | 
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| 0011 andeny it, or any Pattern among the Primitive Churches, 
Flented or approved by the Apoſths, commanding it unto 1. 2, Noy 
i there like Rraſon for ſuch Conſociation of - Churches by a: mutwal and 
ſelenm Agreement or Covenan between Churches in a vicinity, as 18 for 
s Conreh-covenam within it ſelf. For, the Church-coyenant is ne» 
eeſfiry, becauſe, without it, the endsof C hurch-fellowſhip ean« 
not be attained.” For, 1. Each particular Church is a Spiritnat 
Corporation ; which therefore muſt receive its being from a Spi- 
titual Combination,vr Feederal Engagement. 2, By virtuehere- 
of; they thathad no namral taprefſionto fabjeR them to others, 
or to piyethern power over them, have mamas] power each oyer o= 
- therto command,8conſtrain,as the caſe requires; obwhich power 
they could not haye been made partakers without mumual A gree« 
ment and Engagement. 3. Hereby they come to enjoy tnch 
. Spiritual and Eccleftaſtick Priviledges, unto which none-can be ad- 
witted withont the approbation and allewance of the whole; 
which neceſfarily requires this Engagement to-the whole, which 
is by Covenant. Thus Mr. Hooker argnes, to-prove the neceſſity 
of a Church-:ovenant, Survey, part. 1+ 6h4p4. f. FO,to'FF. But 
the ends of Church-communion, (Which is mutual helpfuſneſs by 
counſel) may be attained (without ſuch &Conlociation-by-mutull 
Engagement) by the Communion of Churches , Which of it felf, 
« = 6 any other Engagement,pives Churches a-right and intereſt 
In another way mutually for their helpiby -countel, when their 
needs require ir, The Churches in New-England have, by the 
bleſſing of Chriſt, found the benefir'of -the Communion of Chur- 
ches for ſecling-Truth and Peace -among them, without ſach a Con= 
ſociation, and may ſoſtill. 3. Suchan Agreement betmeon (Churches 
will become'a Snare unro them, hy ſtraitning them is the-ſe and 
exetciſe of their Church-power within themſetyes, in re-propria. 
To If; by-virtnc herevf, they may not adminiſter Chureh-cenf 

withiatbemfſelves, without concurrentice of Neighbour-Chnrches, 
or Elders approbation ſought and attained thereunto- before : 'Or, 
a If thereby'they fiend bound-under thie fore-noted Penalty;to 
reſt- in,,and practiſe according to the jodgement- and advice of 
ſuck Churches, having ſufficient light and conſent within them-- 
&lverarghout them. 3. Mr. Rutherfurd afhrms, Thet « conve+ 
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with. an- 


ment number of Churches, baving ordinarily conver fing one 


otber, ſhall volumtarily combine jhemſelves 4n one Society 3 this laſt. 


gives it the formality of Claſſical Memberſhip, Lib. 2, p.320. He 
addes : When God bath made him a combined Member, now, by inſt 
tution, of one Presbyterian Church, not of another, thowgh by ordinary 
mple 049 prove 
prejudicial and infeſiuoxs to otbers, yet thes Pregbytery mſi proceed as 
Excommuiscation againfl bim , becawſe be 45 combed vyeith. themes 
T bus, you fee, by this yoluntary combination of Churches, a 
Church become a Claſlical or Presbyterian Church, and the 
Members , by conſenting thereunto, become Members of 8 
Claſſical Church, and under the power of it, ſo as to be Excomy 
And is not this Conſocjation to bElooked at 
as & Snare to the Churches > which 1. Transforms them from 
Congregational Churches into a Claſſical Chuich ? And 2. Sub- 
jeas themunder the Eccleſiaſtical JuriſdiQtion of that Clailical 
Church? And 3. Without any warrant of Chriſts Ioſlicutiond 


converſe with other Churches, in caſe of {candal, his exa 


' Jnunicated by it. 


Let us ſee if there be more in their ſecond-Proof. + - 


&* 2. Paul, an eApeſile ſought with wwch labour the conference; 


& concurrence, and right hand of fellowſhip-of «ther Apoſiles : and 
« ordinary Elders and Churches have not leſs need each of other, to pre« 
« zent therr Cunning in vain, Gal. 2. 2,6,9. $ 

Reply, 1. This neceſſity was proper to Paw!'s Cale, who did 
fiot converſe with Chriſt on-earth, as the other Apoltles did, bur 
was 2$ one born out of de time, 1 Cor. xg-8. and ſo was more 
liable ro be obje&ed andexceptedagainſt, then the other Apoltles; 
and therefgre had more need to be countenanced among men,. by 
them, then they by bim: Whence be wiſcly ſought approbation 
fiom them. . But this is not tbecaſe of the Churches in News 
England, each of 'them'baving been-approved by 1he right hand 

Flewſte givento them by other - Churches at their rit ga- 
| x 6oam , and at the Ordination - Ang Ton cn = Ruling- 
of Ch L is here deſcribed; but for other Reaſons, 


ff 
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raming i1 vain of any Elders and Churches, 


hire rto prevented by the communion of Churches ly cxer* © aa 
ciked; and ſtillmay be. | | 56.482 a ORY 
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4 C81 
'"& gy. Thoſe general Rules, rouching the need and uſe of counſel and 
 ELelp mweighty caſes, concern all Societies and Polittes Ecelefiaſticah, 
© 4; wellas Civil, Prov.tt.14. 8 15.22, &G _ 
R piy. Ir is true, and it is their duty to make uſe of them, in 
obedience, and with thankfulneſs to God, as necd requires, when 
they want light or conſent within themſelves by virtue of the com.« 
mmwunion of Churches, without ſuch a Cooſociation as they deſcribe, 
& 4, The pattern, in AQts 15. holds forth a warrant for Coma 
E ;ls, which may be greater or leſſer, as the matter ſhall require, 
” Reph. But, r. Not with ſpecial reſpe& to the vicinity of 
Charches: for Pau! and Barnabas, and the Meſſengers f:om the 
Church of «-5»tioch, paſſed through other Churches nearer, to 
Bo to fernſalen for counſel. 2, Nor by virtue of ſuch a'Cons 


oCiation of the Church at Antioch with that at 7er«ſalem,” but 


of the commanjon of Churches. 
«c 


$5. Concurrence and communion of Churches, in Goſpel-times, 
& 75 nat 05[curely held forth in 1{a.19 23,2425, Zeph3.9. 1 Cor, 
«© 11,16, & 14.32,36. Om oo 
R-ply. Some of thoſe Texts note onely a communion © 
Saints in one and the ſame Church. 2, None of them hold forth 
aConſociation of Churches as they deſcribe, op 
| & 6. There hath conflanily been in theſe (hurches a profeſſion of 
& Communion, in giving the right hand of felloy-ſhp at the gathering 
« of Churche', and Ordination of Elders ; | which importeth'a Cons 
& (octation, and obligeth ro the prattice thereof, Se on ef 
Rept». Together with the profeſſion of communion, hath been 
| the praQtice of jt in theſe Churches, |. But that this communior 
imparteth ſuch a 'Conſociation, as they deſcribe, and obljpation 
fo the. prattice thereof, wis not expreſſed, 'nor ado, 
Worthy Mr. Corrcr,' (whoſe! Natne ought'to' be h6eticurable as 
mong the Saints, both in O/d England and 'N-w)) in that Book 
which he entituled, The Way of the Charches im "News England, 
the ſixth Hhaprerz*ſpealittv of the Commanion of Charch&, mt 
 Mhiewterth ſeven wayes, Whereby it ought to BegAandis, it theſf® = 
Chaiches,; exerciſed. They do (as I apprehend) te#th. 23 
 . Dutiesto beperformed, by virtue of Church-communion} Jait® 
 4ually, by each other: But of this Conſociation (as i®ishere'. - 
| -_ ' * bed 
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3eſcribed) he ſpeaketh notaword; not; I belitie;diCapprebend” 
any Neceſliry of it, 'or Rule in Scripture for it- ++ Therefore, 
 whenithey'ſay; Werbout this, tye ſhall want tn expedint nnd: ſuf< 
ficient enve” for emergent Church-difficultits' and drſſerenced ; the'con-' v- 
| tant experience of theſe Churches, from their beginning, to £ 
this day, evinceth the comtrary.  Andthough wr Way i charged _— 
with the want hererf;, yetii is njiſlly, and by ſich'as would bring 
us into their Way of Cl:flical C hitrches,/ which is not+proved+to 
be the Ordinance of Chriſt, as thizof- the Communon'of Churches : 
is, and hath been found effeQyal,-by.the bleſſing of Chriſt, and ſo 
will be til, And though this pars of the Dottrme of the Church, 
as they call it, concerning fuch a conſociation\it being not proved. 
to be.the Dottrine of -Chriſt;\was acver praQtifed inthele Chur- 
ches : For Wichour it, the -Churchecs eirher baver been,” orcoight 
have been, 'and may be hereafter, kept ini purity -and peace with 
- Kcotherly love among themſelves mutually, by-che-repular im- 
proving the communion of Charches, which -is manifeſted to be . 
theOrdinance of Chriſt, who hath given us-perfet Rules ih the- 
New Teſtament, for the ordering of: the commutiy n'of Chriſtiatr” 
Churches, which are- ſufficieur for attainmeurt' of the” ends, fot” 
which Chriſt hath appointed it, according to the fecohd, third, 
fourth, eleventh, and twelfch Pceſitions premiſed, ' 'With which, if 
this way. of Conſociation'of: Churches ſhall beclearly proved 
to agroe:(which I do not fiydexo bet yet: dane) I, ſhall readily and' 
heartily: cloſe with. it) and ſabmit-utqo-ie. i: For-ir'is ontly the | 

" Truth that I ſearch'for,and defire to bear witneſs unto; that,wheni 
ry. time-ſhall- come ta Jay down this earthly tabernacle (which I 
expect daily) 4 may give wpuroy arcane jors | 23: Andyif 'aby- 
Chutch, be teiratory, we have the: help-of dic Civil Power, 
which j$0rdained:of Godfortbe juſt: prnifhavent vef 'thoſ# rhiit- do* 

' eyd,cwhether (in Clirob or. Common-wealth, Reowic!13-' Bvery® 
O.dinante of: God hatH:Gddsbleſſing annexed; which weckn-! 
ngoexpcet inithit:way, till ic be provedto be Gods Ordigance,* - 
which yet is.not done. | $435! £09T 

© Propoſ. 7. The manner of the Churches agreement therein,” 

© may be - the Churches open conſentmg unto the thaw here declared) 
*m Anſwer to this ſecond Queſtion; as alſo to what is ſaid #hivi— 
9 74 << abowty 
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Ty. - 
® aboxts ins Chap, T$;30s of. the Plarform of Diſcipline, wil reſet 
« renceto what «before expreſſed in Propoſition Fl +" F121 2.9 | 
Reply, +1f the Churches do cxpceſs their Agreement berein; 
- openly, they do voluntarily engage themſelyes, and covenant to 
praQiſe according to the things declared, not onely in the point of 
Church-communion, but alſo of ſach conſociation as is here ex- 
Preſſed, which they have need to ſee to be warranted by the 
Word, if they will a& accordingly io faith, knowing that whar- 
[over 5 not of. faith, is ſin; Rome149+2 3» What is {aid in the Plate 
form, chap,2y hath been, in part, examined befote in chap. 6.5, 
© They ſay, The Synods Direftions and Determmations, ſo farre 
& 44 conſonant to the Word of Goa, are to be received with reverence 
&* ind ſubniſſior, nat "onely for their agreement therewith, 8c. but: 
 * alſo ſecondarily, for the power whereby they are made, 8&c. .  _ 
 Kephs, Igrant, that the Synod; Direttiont and Determinations, ſo 
farre as conſonant tothe Word of God, are te be received with reverence. 
and [ubmiſſion. But what if the Members of Churches, to which 
they are ſent, do not finde them conſonant tothe Word rightly 
nnderſtood and aPplied ? Are they nevertheleſs il bound to pras! 
Riſe according. to the Synods D:reftiont: and Determinations, bes. 
cauſe the Synod coucludeth that they are conſonant ro the Word? 
Iſ{uppoſe, no Orthodot Synod, in theſe times, will acrogace to ic 
ſelf fuch infallible Aſſiſtance, as che. Apoſtles, bring aſſembled-with- 
the Church at } ereſulgm, bad; Atts IF. (though. they argued and 
concluded ohely. from Scripture, yet that Councilcobldnaterre 
in their underſtanding and applying Scripeure, :baving ſuch puides 
a5 the Apoſtles were) but will confels that chey mayerre in their 
| Laderftanding and applying the Scriptures, -whereupon they:ſeen- 
= non their Drethians and Determmations, * And if To;-it'is 
the duty of every:Church, and tbe Members theicof, 'ro examine 
by the Scriptures whatſoever :Direltion or Diter mination is/Pro» 
qunded by the Synod. If theydlinde rhar they are carſonant to 
the Word of God, they are bound by Gods uQoricy : to tpceive- 
hem wiphreverence and ſubmiſſion. If othe Won abi rouhty 
of rather then man, Ats5. 29. 2 . This power of whwSynod 
(wough they ay it is but /zcondary, and that it is for their agree- 
meat with the Word, which is the principal ground thereof, and 
MANCE b without 
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'alll, yet) they make ſo binding, thar, if any Churches ſhall refuſe 
 topradtife according to the DireRions'ahd Determinations of the 
Synod, (though they have ftrong grounds cf diſ-ſatisfadtion a- 
bovt the Synods interpretation avd application of* the Scriptures 
alledged by them) they will withdraw themſelres from communion 
«wil theme W betherſuch an anttoritative urging their counſels 
- upon Churches be warranted by Scripture, let the Reader enquire 
" ns W bethec it will agree with what themſelves 
cfore d d,. cancemng «ve ,up/amfſalnes of, wTogt Separation 
from atrue C MIT, | 1. Wh: Kerio boned * ito Ne emey= 
ent Chmurek-aifficulties and differences ; ſeeing all that are»god 
Sill readily cloſe with {ach Dipge&ions cis o rg 
ods, as are cleatly confonant &Þ the'Word.of God: and,if any 
obftinately will perfiſt in their own wayes, contrary to the Wed 
heldforrtith'thetn þy the Syhod, the Givi Poweris Gods. Oxdi- 
*nance for pursſhment of. fuch evil deers, that the Churches-may be 
'kept pure and peaceable, in che' exerciſe of Church-conmunion 
amang therſelvesin a Brother! way. | Which yetis no impeq- 
rent tothe Churches (and thar by the declatoty Semence of: 2 
Synod, tht is, after due conviRion of a Charch that'is Heres | 
cal, Schiſmarical, Apoſtaticat,. of thelike, with dre patience ex= 
erciſed) to:withdraw b 4 wongr + fellowſhip” from ſuch as make 
'theniſelyes worthy, by tlieir obſtinacy agaioſt'the light cleatly 
heldforrh from Scriprate, to be” reje4, a5 nor ttve-Chorches of: 
Chriſt. ©'Yer this they maynot.regulatly do, meerly for theft Dif- 
enting-from the Dererminations of ithe Synod; tpon' Tohſcien- 
ious grounds, and in leſſet matters; \' What is before expreſſed in 
| the fifth Propoficion, bath been already examided.. 
«© Propoſ. 8. concerneth The manner cf. exerciſmg and attifmg 
« bal Goimmunion, which ulbieconſent and agreement Frecialy Jendet 
«© #nto,. which, they ſay, may be, by making uſe occaſionally of Elaers,. 
&* or able Brethren of other Churches ; or by the more ſolomn Meet- 
& ings of both Elders and Meſſengers, m leſſer or greater Councilty 
& as the matter ſhall reguitre. Such Meetings, for the end ſpeci-- 


fied, being rightly-ordered, and carried on 1n a Brotherlyway, . 
| by men ſincerely affected to eſtabliſh Truch with Prace : 


[ 64 ] . 
Churches of the Saints, according to the Rules given unto us by 
Jeſus Chriſt, ourLord and Law-giver, I do fully approve, as of 
profitable uſe, by the Bleſſing of Chuiſt, for the good of the 
Churches. EE | 


—_— —_—_—— as _ ——— _—_— 
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\ _—_ | 
The Reverend Author's POSTSCRIPT. 


Chriſtian Reader, EE | 


Heſe Lines and Labours of Love (1 truſt) to the King of 

Saints, «nd 1s SubjeQs and Laws, 1 leave with thee, with 
the wiſe peruſall and conſideration of them, The iſſue and ſue 
Ceſs, I commit unto the onely wiſe God, and our Father m ? ſus Chriſt, 
deſiring all thoſe mto whoſe bands u may come, to receive nothing . ſaid 
by me, further then they ſhall finde it conſunant to the Word of God 
Jn the Scripture, Fpecially of the New T ctament : Ard that, if they 
diſſent mm any particulars, they, will gratifie me with notice thereof, to= 
gerher with their Reaſons z whom they ſhall finde thankful for ſuch 
belp, and ready to embrace any Truth that ts yet hidden from me; 
and that no man will ſuſpe that I ſeth, any thing im this Eflay, but 
Truth with Peace, leſt they become judges of . exil tnonghtis Fares 
well in our Lord /eſus, who ts the Truth, Let hes good Spirut lead ut, 
and all 11s Churches and People, into wayes of Truth and Peaces and 
eſtablifh onr goings in thoſe wayers Amen, | 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


| UPON Cn ; 
THE SEVEN PROPOSITIONS 


Concladed by the SYNOD fitting at BOST ON, 
. 7 une 30, 866 2, | | 


L —— — — 
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By the Reverend, Mr, N1cnolas STRBdr, Teacher of 
' the Churchof Chriſt at Neiwwaves, 


——- 


RT His Pbraſe, «Members of the vifible Church, inthe. 
SS firſt Propoſition, I take to be explained in the ſe» 
%y cond Propolition, Et : 
LAS IN. By this Phraſe in the fecond Propofition, 
Their Infant-ſeed, 1 ſuppoſe is meant onely thei legitimate infant- 

| ſeed, and is not to be extended to illegitimate children; againſt 

which a ſtrong Argument way be gathered from Dewr.23.2, © 
HI. Theſecond Propoſition doch ſeem ro-diffinguiſh of Meme 
bers in particular Churches : Some are laid to be ( onfederate viſible 
Believers ; whereby, I ſuppoſe, is meant, ſuch as baye immediately 
and perſonally taken hold of the Covenane themſelyes, both for 
themſelyes, and for their ſeed:: for it is manifeſt, that iris ſpoken of 
ſuch as are mace contradiftinR to an infant-ſeed, that cannot thus 
do. Some are {aid to be Ther imfant-ſeed,(i.) children im minority &c. 
And how come theſe to be Members ? The laſt words in thePro- 
poſition do ſhew ; which are, Whoſe next Parents, one or both, are 
m Covenant ; which doth imply art leaſt, that they become Mem- 
- bers inand by their next Parents rms - them, - Hence 
| the ground of the diſtinftion of Memberſhip into Sn 

ET. = K an 


* 
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and Mediate isvery clear. T# Argument may be thus framed : 


Such as 1s the ratio formals of the Memberſhip, ſuch isthe Mem. 
' berſhip, ſomay irbe 4 RingvilBicd arll denhminated. Bur Con- 


tederation,which is the'>419 forindls of rhe Memberſhip, is im- 
"Wnt the Parent, in.the Chldemedjare Eryos 
5 


iftGepce; in Memberſhip is pranted,,beth in this fecond 
Propoti:ion, and ſome others afcer ; and if this diſtin&ion to ex- 
preſs the difference be not IPs ſome m_ » _—_ down, 
tat doth mare a and fully ſuit the nature of tbe thing, and 
we ſhalt NON vr "lt the 's Kan tire we ſhall hold ro his as 
conceiyinggths5 tg adancing x Fjirworld be 8 /g00d meas to: 
p:cfSrye the Churches in;pugicy, to, preyentmany unprofitable and 
uzco rfrtable diſputes, and othe; great inconveniences, which, 
the cejeting of ic will unavoidably wake way unto. ——_ 

- . IV. Thisclauſe in the third Prop..fion,. When grown wp, are 
phPonally wander he Wart, Ot phe, ant Goverhment of the C ark. 
bad need be warity underſtodd,/aad dorh'call 'for ſome clea: expli- 
cation For, if it be meant that they are-in the ſame way, and 2s 

fully under the D ſ"iplne and Gvernment of the Church, as thoſe 


who, io their own.perfors have taken hold of ths Covenant, te 


£4pngs þe affratedunto': Fot then, in'cale of -fuch delinquency, 
2S doth Call for Excommunication in another Member, they are 
farmgly- ro' be Excommunicated.. - But »this' may not be admit-  - 
ted, For, Dn OS THE *1 2 nA 
{ire Fqrwal Excommunication doth not fuit "their ſtate; they 
are witvig the Charch bnely 1meqrarchy by their Patents confedera- 
Von? Therefore arcinot ro beexfbout of the- Charch 'immeaarely 
ard perſonally by formal Excommunication.. 2. Beſides , they 
wr; ia reſpeRt of ſtrength, wet; andinreſpet of ſtate, dead: 
elpecially , being: conſtdered as in-this- third Propoſition, without 
qg44/offif argoy;,even ſuch as aremendontd in the 6f6-Propoſiten, 
which yet are ſeparable from rvhieand ſaving frace-: Theyaie too 
weak to bear the weight and ſtrength of that Cenfure, which is 
mighty through God, 2 Cor. 10.4. it is to put new' wine into old* 
bottles, which Chriſt doth diſlike in Spiritual matters, Mat. g. 

2. Itfcemeth to be very mjurious to them, to lay them open 
to the higheſt Cenſure, and not to allow them proportionable pri- 


viledges. 3- The 
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3. The mainend of Excommunication, When it paſſethupon 
ſuch, is not like to be attained, which is, the deſtrattion of rhe 
fleſh, that the Sirit may be ſaved, 1 Cor.5.5. The Ordinance doth 
ſuppoſethe Subject of it to be fleſh and Sirit ; they who are con- 
{idered as without qualifications to make them capable of Church- 
priviledges, 2s in this third Propoſition, cannot be tooked at agother 
then all fleſh. 7: | : 

V. Inthe fourth Propoſition it is ſaid, Theſe adult perſons are 
not therefore to be admitted to full Communion, hecauſe they are and 
continue Members, without ſuch further qualifications as the Word of 
God requireth thereunto. But whether the chiJdren of ſuch are to 
_ - be baptized, or not, is notſaid ; and it is neceſſary that jt ſhould 
have been expreſſed, that the ſenſe and meaning of the Synod 
might be rightly underſtood. 

VI. Tothe fifth Propoſition many things may beſaid. 

I. This Propoſition may rationally be looked at, as holding 


Ir Torth the qualifications wanting to full Communion, mentioned 


in the fourth Propoſition : Andif ſo, then it will follow,that ſuch ' 
' as havetheſe qualifications, have right to full Communion: if I 
miſs it, I would be thankful to him that ſhould ſhew me my'miſ- 
take; if Iam right, and do rightly expreſs the ſenſe of thar Pro- 
poſition, it were expedient that the Synod ſhould plainly and 
fully expreſs their meaning therein, to the underſtanding of all. 

2. Thequalifications are, Underſtanding the Do&rine of Faith, 
and profeſſing their Aſſent thereunto; Not ſcandalous m life. 

I. There is more required in a Church-member, even 1n point 
of knowledge, then to underſtand the Doftrine of Faith, and aſſent 
thereur'o, He ought, in a coinpetent meaſure , to «nderſtand 
| Church-Order and D:ſcipline appointed by Chriſt, otherwiſe he can- 
not Coyenant in judgement, or own the Covenant ; neither doth 
he know how to behave himſelf m the Houſe of God, aSA Member 
therveat. | 

2. The Devil doth 1d:rſtand the Dotrine of Faith, and doth 
aſſent thereunto, Jam-2.19. 

3. Not ſcandalous in/1fe, is wholly Negative, and may be ſaid 
of irrational Animals. He onely that doth righteouſneſs , poſt- 
tively, can be denominated righteons, 1 Joh. 3.7, 

=" 


.  _ . $1 


' 4+ Beſides alll theſe, there muſt be che work, and grace of Faith 


| held forth, A&8. 37,38. & 16. 31-34. before any medling. 


with the Covenant, /ſa. 19.21. | | 

3. It is ſaid, And ſolemnly owning the Covenant, &c., The 
Scripture {peaketh of Entring mmto a Covenant, 2 Chron. 15.12. 
of Making a Covenant with the Lord, 2 Chron. 29.10. and, Be- 
fore the Lord, 2 Chron. 34.31. of Taking hold of the Covenant, 
Ifa.56 4. Now if their Owning the Covenant be theſame ; then, 
not onely their children are to be baptized, but themſelves ad- 
mitted to full Communion ; if ſhort, then it is a meer humane 
invention, not warranted by the W ord. = 

4. Upon ſuppoſition , that the qualifications expreſſed be 
found in thern, it is ſaid, 7 heir children are to be baptized, But 
| 1. The firſtand ſecond Propoſitions are againſtit. Thefirſt 

Propoſition doth limit Baptiſm to the «Members of the wijible 
Church: Theſecond Propdfition doth explain who are meant by 
Members of the viſible Church according to Scripture; 1. Conjede- 
rate viſible Believers tin particular Churches, (i.) ſach as have per- 
ſonally and immediately Confederated for themſelves, as the laſt 
clauſe ſheweth. And 2. Their Infant-ſeed, (i.) children m mino- 
rity, whoſe next Darents, one or both, are in Covenant. Now thele 
mentioned in thefifth Propoſition, to whom Baptiſm is allowed, 
are neither the onenor the other. Ergo, 

2. The grace of Faith is wanting , if there be no more then 
the qualifications before mentioned, and thart is neceſlary to give 
their children right to Baptiſm, As 2.38,39. | 

3. Thechildren of ſuch are not to be baptized, who themſelves do 
live under great offence viſcbly, and do not reform, Exod-20.5. 

But fo do theſe Parents, in not taking hold o f the Covenant per- 
ſonally and immediately, for themſelves. Ergo. -, 

It may eaſ1]y and abundantly be proved, that fach as have been 
baptized in the Church, and have lived under precious means and 
great light, untill they are Married, and have children, and all this 
while have negleQed the main thing that doth concern them, which 
IS to Believe, and upon their Believing, perſonally, and for them- 
ſelves, to take hold of the Covenant, are under very great fin and 
offence. But I willonely uſe one Argument, which is this : 

| Lo nn” LE Neglect 
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ED ” le of taking hold o f the C ovenant, or of entring into Covenant 
now under Chriſt and the Goſpel, is as groſs a neglett, as great a fon, as 


much defpleaſing to God, gs was the negleF of Circumciſion, the ſign of 


the Covenant before Chriſt, Grounds of it are: 
- I. Thething it ſelf is as weighty, that I ay not, more. 

2. Asfully under command as thar, I foh, 3.23. Rom. I0.9,10, 

3. The neglect of it doth as neceſſarily and peremptorily in- 
fer Gods higheſt difpleaſure, and everlaſting deſtruction, if con- 
tinued 1n, as that, fob.3.36. Mark 16.16, Heb.2.3, F 

| But that neglect was groſs, the jim great, and very difpleafing to God, 
Gen.17.14. Exod.q4.24---26, Ergo. 

4. If rhe children of ſuch are to be baptized; if their chil- 
| dren again thus baptized, live to have children, themſclves not 
perf, onally taking hold of rhe { ovenant, or not entring mnt Covenant, 
what ſhall become of them? (ſhall they be baptized, or not ? 

x. If not; it isneedful that it ſhould be declared, that all may 
know where to ſtop, and to underſtand, that this Priviledge is not 
to exceed the 7 bird Generation. Again, if not, 1t is ſtrange that 
- a childe ſhould be begotten or born of a Member, and yet it (elf 
be no Member ; or, if a Member, have no right to Baptiſm. 

2. If ſo; it maybe demanded, By what right or, Where is the 
ground of their r1ght to Baptiſm 2 N oft in the Grandfather, or G reat=- 
Grandfather ; that isgenerally diſliked : and the ſecond Propoſi- 
tion doth limit it otherwiſe ; but in the immediate Parent, 1 (up- 
poſe. But, how ts the right of theſe childrens Baptiſm founded upon 
him ? Not UPON bis perſonal Confederating 5 for 1t 1s ſuppoſed 
there is none : Nor upon / owung the Covenant of hys father ; 
for his father made no Covenant : he did onely own the Covenant 
of his Parents, and that gave the right of Baptiſm to his children, 
25 is held forth in the fifth Propoſition, It remaineth therefore, 
that this Parent of the third Generation doth own what his Parent 
of the ſecond Generation (he can go no higher) hath done, and 
what ts that ? He entred not into Covenant, but onely owned the Co- 
venant that his father entred into, And thus theſe laſt children, 
who are of the fourth Generation, do come to have right to Ba- 
ptiſm, not by their Parents Confederation, as the ſecond ſort men- 
tioned in thie ſecond Propoſition ; nor by their Parents owning 
ED K 3 ... 
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their fathers Covenant, as the third ſort ſpoken of in the fifth Pro- 
poſition ; but by theſe Parents (of the third G encration) owneng their 
*Parents (of the ſecond Gener ation) owning the Covenant of their fa- 
thers, of the firſt. This ſcemeth to be anuncouth way, and very 


unpleaſant Divinity. 


VII. The ſixth Propoſition T look at 2s an E xciption to the 
fifth ; otherwiſe it is croſs unto it, and againſt it. Tothis I ſay, 

r. If there be any weight in the Arguments uſcd under the 
fexth Conſideration, againſt the baptizing of children, to W hom the 
fifth Propoſition doth allow Baptiſm ; then they are likewiſe of 
force againſt rhe baptizing of children mentioned in this fixth 
Propoſition. | | 

2. I cannot but take notice of the ſeveral forts. of Member- 
ſhip, all giving right toBaptiſm: Two in the ſecond CP, 
a Third inthe fifth ; a Fourth in the ſixth ; and if Mem rſhip, 
without perſonal Confederation by the ſeed of Confederate viſible Be- 
lievers, doth not end inthe third Generation, then there is a Fifth, 
and a Sixth ſort of Memberſhip; and all theſe are differing one 
from the other, - The two firſt are of God, and according to 
his Word, the reſt are nor. 

VIII. Thelaſt Propoſition ſeemethto open a very wide gatein 


the Church, wider then God doth allow, 1ſ#. 26. 2. for though it 


requireth qualifications in.ſuch Members who claim right to Ba- 
ptiſm for their children in pther Churches, by virtue of Church- 


. -Communion, yet it is altogether ſilent of thequalifications of ſuch 


Churches themſelves, onely they muſt be Or:hodax ; that reſpets 
the Dottrine of Faith alone. T here is much more to be attended: 
A Church may be- Orthodox in matters of Faith, yet Scandalows 1 
Prafice: A whole Church may be ander Scandal, as well as a par- 
ticular perſon; and in that caſe another Church may witharaw 
from it, and have no communion either with it, or its Members. 
And this was, not long ſince, the Judgement and Practice of ſome 
of the chief Churches and Elders in the Bay, 

Again, a Church may believe the main Articles of Faith, yet be 
ſo defective in Di, cipline, yea, 1o oppoſite to Chriſls Government, 4s tO 
lay aſide his Laws and Inſtit«tions, and ſet up the Inventions and 
Traditions of men : And likewiſe may have ſuch a corrupt (,onlti- 
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tution, both in regard of. 1ſater, Open ſcandalow livers ; andlike- 
wiſe of Form, No viſtble expreſs Covenant according to the Rules of 
the Goſpel, that there can be no ſuch commumon held and main- 
tained with ſuch a Church, or her Members ho[dingcommunion 

 withir, as isexpreſled in this ſeventh Prop«fition, without mani- 
feſt diſobedienceto the Word of God, in theſe, andmany other 
' Places, Rev.18.4. 2 Cor.6.17, Eph.g.1n. | 
If the Members of Orthodox Churches may, upon the terms 
expreſſed in the ſeventh Propoſition, Claim Baptiſm for their chil. _ 
dren in our Churches, by virtue of Church-communion, then them- 
ſelves have right to communicate with us in the Lords Supper; 
ind then what ſhould hinder but that we may, by virtue of 
Church-communion;* occaſionally coming to any of theſe Ortho- 
 dox Churches, have our children baptized in ſuch a Church, and 
our ſelves partake in the Supper of the Lord? Or, if we ſhould 
have occaſion to remove our Habitationto ſuch a place where ſuch 
an Orthodox Church is, why may we not joyn unto it, and have 
fellowſhip withit? Andif we may ſo do, New-England Chri- 
ftians are of all Chriſtians inthe world moſt miſerable and fooliſh. 

We have ſuffered many things in vai, in leaving ſuch a Countrey 
forthis; our Eſtates, Friends, Comforts there, to enjoy God, and 

_ 1 Chriſt, and our Conſciences in the Congregational-Way, in a =_ 
afflicted condition inthe Wilderneſs, for ſo many years together; # 
and now we muſt loſe thoſe things which we have wrought, = © 

may return to our former ſtate when we pleaſe : which the Lord 

prelerveus from, | 


, w Te INIRGR: 7 Res. ORB g * RE Rn gr ae? 0 


( 


Here is now in the Preſs a ſmall! Treatiſe, Entituled, A Diſcourſe -f the La 
Jirdgement, on Marth. 25. 31. 70 the end, &C. By Mr. SAMUEL WHITING, 
. Paſtor of the Church of Chriſt at Lynne 3 which will ſhortly be extant. = 
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